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PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 


PART II. 


BOOK ihe Se 0, Ut, 


Or THz SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS 
~ ry THE NATURAL FUNCTIONS. 
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CHAP. VIL. 


OF THE Py ars, OR WHAT IS NAMED 
IN ScoTLaNnD THE Witten BRAsH. 


oe | 


HE painful fenfations referred to the 
| ‘ftomach, and. which are. probably 
occafioned BY real affections of this organ, 
Vor. IV. B eae are 
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are of different kinds. Probably they pro- 
‘ceed from affections of different natures, 
and fhould therefore be diftinguifhed by 
different appellations ; but I muft own. 


that the utmroft precifion in this matter 


will be difficult. In my eflay towards a 


methodical Nofology, | have, however, at- 
tempted it. For thofe pains that are either 
acute and pungent, or accompanied with 
» fenfé of diftention, or with'a fenfe of 
conftri@ion, if they are at the fame time 
not attended with any fenfe of acrimony 
or heat, [ employ the appellation of Ga- 
{trodynia. To exprefs thofe painful or 
uneafy fenfations which feem to arife from 
a fenfe of acrimony irritating the part, or 
from fach a fenfe of heat as the applica- 
tion of acrids, whether externally or in- 
ternally applied, often gives, | employ the 
cerm of Cardialgia ; and by this I partcu- 
larly mean to denote thofe feelings which 
are exprefled by the term Heartburn im 
ES ca the 
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the Englifh language. I think the term 
Soda has been commonly employed by 


practical writers to exprefs an affeCtion 
attended with feelings of the Jatter kind. 


MCUCCXXVIIL 


 Befide the pains denoted by the terms 
Gaftrodynia, Periadynia, Cardialgia, and 
Soda, there is, I think, another painful 
fenfation different from all of thefe, which 
is named by Mr Sauvages Pyrofis Suecica; 
_and his account of it is taken from Lin-= 
nzus, who names it Cardialgia Sputatoria. _ 
Under the title of Pyrofis Mr Sauvages has 
formed a genus, of which the whole of the — 
{pecies, except the eighth, which he gives 
under the title of Pyrofis Suecica, are all of 
them fpecies of the Gaftrodynia or of the 
Cardialgia ; and if there is a genus to be 
formed under the title of Pyrofis, it canin 

my opinion comprehend only the fpecies I 
coe B2 have 
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have mentioned. In this cafe, indeed, f 
own that the term is not very proper; 
but my averfion to introduce new names 


has made me, continue to employ the term 


of Mr Sauvages. 


~ MCCCCXXIX. 


The Gaftrodynia and Cardialgia I judge _ 


to be for the moft part fymptomatic af- 
feGtions; and therefore have given them 
~ no place in this work: but the Pyrofis, as 


an idiopathie difeafe,; and never before 


treated of in any fyftem, I propofe to treat. 


of here. 


MCCCCXXX. 


It is a difeafe frequent among people in 
lower life ; but occurs alfo, though more 
rarely, in people of better condition. 
‘Though frequent in Scotland, it is by no. 


\ 


means - 
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means fo frequent as Linneus reports it 
to be in Lapland. It appears moft com- 
monly in perfons under middle age, but 
feldom in any perfons before the age of 
puberty. When it has once taken place, 
itis ready to recur occafionally for a long 

timeafter ; but it feldom appears in per- 
~ fons confiderably advanced in life. It af- 
feds both fexes, but more frequently the 
female. It fometimes attacks pregnant 
women, and fome women only when they 
are in that condition. Of other women, 
~ it more frequently affects the unmarried ; 
and of the married, moft frequently the 
barren. I have had many inftances of its 
occurring in women labouring under @ 


fluor albus. 


MCCCCXXXI. 


The fits of | this difeafe ufually come on — 
in the morning and forenoon, when the 
B3 ftomach 


th, ee eee Tt te 


- ftomach is empty. The firft ecanibes of 
it is a pain at the pit of the ftomach, with 
a fenfe of conftriction, as if the ftomach 
was drawn towards the back; the pain is 

increafed by raifing the body into an erect 
pofture, and therefore the body is bended 

forward. This pain is often very fevere ; 

and, after continuing for fome time, it 

brings on an eructation of a thin watery | 
fluid in confiderable quantity. This fluid 
has fometimes an acid tafte, but is very 
often abfolutely infipid. ‘The eru@tation is 
for fome time frequently repeated ; and 
does not immediately give relief to the 
pain which preceded it, but does fo at 
length, and puts an end to the fit. 


MCCCCXXXII. 


The fits of this difeafe commonly come 
en without any evident exciting caufe ; 
_ and I have not found it fteadily connece 

Pye ted 
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ted with any particular diet. It attacks 
perfons ufing animal food, but I think 
more frequently thofe living on milk and 
farinacea. It feems often to be excited 
by cold applied to the lower extremities ; 
and is readily excited by any confider- 
able emotion of mind. It is often with- 


out any fymptoms of dy{pepfia. 


MCCCCX XXIII. | 


The nature of this affection is not very 
obvious; but I think ic may be explain- 
ed in this manner: It feems to begin by 
a fpafm of the mufcular fibres of the fto- 
mach ; which is afterwards, in a certain 
manner, communicated to the blood-vef- 
fels and exhalants, fo as to increafe the 
impetus of the fluids in thefe veilels, while 
a conftriGtion takes place on their extre- : 
mities.. While therefore the increafed im- 
ba: Bike: : petus 
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petus determines a greater quantity than 

~ufual of fluids into thefe veflels, the con- 

ftriGtion upon their extremities allows 

only the pure watery parts to be poured 

out, analogous, as | judge, in every re- 

- fpect, to what happens 3 in the diabetes hy: 
ftericus. | 


MCCCCXXXIV. 


The practice in this difeafe is as diffi- 
cult as the theory. The paroxyfm is only 
to be certainly relieved by opium. Other 
antifpafimodics, as vitriolic ether and vo~ 
latile alkali, are fometimes of fervice, but 
mot conftantly fo. Although opium and 
- other antif{pafmodics relieve the fits, they 
have no effect in preventing their recur- 
rence. For this purpofe, the whole of 
the remedies of dyfpepfia have been em- 
ployed without fuccefs. Of the ufe of 
egestas peat wise Si th 


the nux vomica, mentioned as a reme~: 
dy by Linnzus, I have had no expe- 


~Flence, | ~~ 
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CHAP. IX. 


Or. .rHe CoLic¢, 


MCCCOXXXV. 


HE principal fymptom of this dif- 
eafe, is a pain felt in the lower belly. 

It is feldom fixed and pungent in one part, 
but is a painful diftention in fome 
-meafure fpreading over the whole of .- 
the belly ; and particularly with a fenfe — 
of twifting or wringing round ‘the navel. 
At the fame time, with this pain, the navel 
and 
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and teguments of the belly are frequently 
drawn inwards, and often the mufcles of 

the belly are {pafmodically contracted, and 
this in feparate portions, giving the ap- 
pearance of a bag full of round balls. 


MCCCCXXXVI. 


Such pains, in a certain degree, fome- 
times occur in cafes of diarrhoea and cho- 
lera; but thefe are lefs violent and more 
tranfitory, and are named Gripings. It is 
only when more violent and permanent, 
and attended with coftivenefs, that they 
conftitute colic. This is alfo commonly 
‘attended with vomiting, which in many 
cafes 1s frequently repeated, efpecially when 
any thing is taken down into the ftomach; 


and in fuch vomitings, not only the con- 


tents of the ftomach are thrown up, but. 


alfo the contents of the duodenum, and 


therefore frequently a quantity of bile. 


MCCCCXXXVIL, 
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In fome cafes of colic, the periftal- 
tic motion is inverted through the 
whole length of the alimentary canal, in 
fuch a manner that the contents of the 
great guts, and therefore ftercoraceous 
matter, is thrown up by vomiting; and the 
fame inverfion appears ftill more clearly 
from this, that what is thrown into the 
- yectum by glyfter is again thrown out by 
the mouth. In thefe circumftances of in- 
verfion the difeafe has been named Ileus, 
or the Iliac Paflion; and this has been 
fuppofed.to be a peculiar difeafe diftingd | 
from colic; but to me it appears that ‘the 
two difeafes are owing to the fame proxi- — 
mate caufe, and have the fame fymptoms, 
ae only in different degree. 


MCCCCAXXVII, 
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The colic is often without any pyrexia 
attending it. Sometimes, however, an in- 
flammation comes upon the part of the 
 inteftine efpecially affected; and this in- 
flammation aggravates all the fymptoms of 
the difeafe, being probably what brings on 
the moft confiderable inverfion of the pe- 
-riftaltic motion ; and, as the ftercoraceous 
vomiting is what efpecially diftinguifhes 
the ileus, this has been confidered as al- 
ways depending on an inflammation of 
the inteftines. However, I can affirm, 
that as there are inflammations of the in- 
teftines without ftercoraceous vomiting, fo 
_T have feen inftances of ftercoraceous vo- 
miting without inflammation; and there 
is therefore no ground for diftinguifhing 
ileus from colic, but as a higher degree of 
the fame affection, 


MCCCCXXXIX. 


in PRACTICE 


MCCCCXXXIX. 


The fymptoms of the colic, and the dif 
fe&tions of bodies dead of this difeafe, fhow: 
very clearly, that it depends upon a fpaf= 
modic conftriction of a part of the intef-— 
tines; and that this therefore 1s to be con- | 
- fidered as the proximate caufe of the dif- 
eafe. In fome of the diffeCiions of perfons 
dead of this difeafe, an intus-fufception has 
been remarked to have happened; but 
whether this be conftantly the cafe in all 
the appearances of ileus, is not certainly 
determined. | | 


MCCCCXL. 


_ 'The colic has commonly been confidered. 
as being of different fpecies, but I cannot 
follow the writers on this fubject in the 
diftinGions they have eftablifhed. So far, _ 
however, as a difference of the remote 


\ 


Eyes ; caufe 
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caufe conftitutes a difference of fpecies, a 
diftinétion may perhaps be admitted; and 
accordingly inmy Nofology I have marked 
feven different fpecies: but I am well per= 
fuaded, that in all 'thefe different {pecies _ 
the proximate caufe is the fame, that is, a 
{pafmodic conftriction of a part of the in-. 
teftines; and confequently, thatin all thefe 
cafes the indication of cure is the fame, 
that is, to remove. the conftriction men- 
_ tioned. Even in the feveral {pecies named 
_ Stercorea,Callofa, and Calculofa, in which the 
| difeafe depends upon an obftruction of the 
‘-inteftine, I am perfuaded that thefe ob- 
{tructions do not produce the fymptoms of 
colic, excepting in fo far as they produce 
fpafmodic conftri€tions of the inteftines ; 
and therefore, that the means of cure in 
_ thefe cafes, fo far as they admit of cure, 
mutt be obtained by the fame means which 
the general indication above mentioned 
fugegetts. Tabs coon Pe 
) MCCCCXLI. 
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“MCCCCKEI, 


- 'The cure, then, sf the colic aniverfally; . 


is to be obtained by removing thefpafmo- _ 


dic conftri€tions of the inteftines ; and the 

remedies fuited to this purpofe may be re- 
ferred to three general heads: © é 

“ola The taking off the fpafm by various 

. antifpafmodic powers. 

2. The exciting the action of the intef- 


~ tines by purgatives. 


By TFN employing mechanical dilata~ 


tiONn. 


Lee 


MCCCCXLII. 


Before entering upon a more particular 
account of thefe remedies, it will be pro- 
per to obferve, that in all cafes of violent 
colic, it is advifeable to practife blood+_ 
jetting ; both as it may be ufeful in ob- 
viating the inflammation which is com= 

3 monly 
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monly to be apprehended, and evert as it 
may be a means of relaxing the fpafm of 
the inteftine., This remedy may perhaps 
‘be improper in perfons of a weak and lax 
habit, but in all perfons of tolerable vigour 
it will be a fafe remedy; and in all cafes 
where there is the leaft fufpicion of an in= 
flammation adually coming on, it will be 
abfolutely neceflary. Nay, it will even be 
proper to repeat it perhaps feveral times, 
if, with a full and hard pulfe, the appear 
ance of the blood drawn, and the relief 
_ obtained by the firft bleeding, fhall autho- 
rife fuch repetition, 


MCCCCXLII. — 


The antifpafmodic powers that may be 
employed, are the application of heat in a 
_ dry or humid form, the application of blif- 
ters, the ufe of opium, and the ufe of mild 
oils, 

Vou. IV. C The 


The application of heat, in a dry form, 
has been employed by applying to the 
belly of the patient a living animal, or 
bladders filled with warm water, or bags 
of fubftances which long retain their heat; 
and all thefe have fometimes been applied 
with faccefs ; but none of them féem to 
me fo powerful as the application of heat 
in a humid form. i 
. This may be employed AP se by ‘ae 
saben afichs of a great part of the body in 
“warm water, or by fomenting the belly 
with cloths wrung out of hot water. 
The immerfion has advantages from the 
application of it to a greater part of the 
body, and particularly to the lower extre- 
~ mities: but immerfion cannot always be 
conveniently practifed, and fomentation 
may have the advantage of being longer 
continued; and it may have nearly all the 
benefit, of immerfion, if it be at the fame 
3 time 
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time applied both to the belly and to the 
lower extremities, 


-' MCCCCXLIV. 


From confidering that the teguments of 
the lower belly have fuch a connedtion 
with the inteftines, as at the fame time to 
be affeGted with fpafmodic contraétions, 
we perceive that blifters applied to the 
belly may have the effect of taking off the 
fpafms both from the mufcles of the belly 
and from the inteftines ; and accordingly, 
bliftering has often been employed in the 
colic with advantage. Analogous to this, 
rubefacients applied to the belly have been 
frequently found ufeful. 


MCCCCXLV. 


- The ufe of opium in colic may feem to 
be an ambiguous remedy. Very certainly 
C2 i 
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it may for fome time relieve the pain, whicht 
is often fo violent and urgent, that it is 
difficult to abftain from the ufe of fuch a 
remedy. At the fame time, the ufe of 
opium retards or fufpends the periftaltic 
motion fo much, as to allow the meeftines 
to fall into conftrictions ; and may there- 
fore, while it relieves the pain, render the 
caufe of the difeafe more obftinate. On 
this account, and further as opium pre- 
yents the operation of purgatives fo often 
neceflary in this difeafe, many practitioners 
are averfe to the ufe of it, and fome entire- 
ly reject the ufe of it as hurtful. There 
are, however, others who think they can 
employ opium in this difeafe with much 
advantage. : | 
In all cafes where the colic comes _ 
on without any previous coftivenefs, and 
arifes from cold, from paffions of the mind, 
or other caufes which operate efpecially on 
the nervous fyftem, opium proves a fafe 


and 
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and certain remedy ; but in cafes which 
have been preceded by long coftivenefs, or 
where the colic, though not preceded by co- 
ftivenefs, has however continued for fome 
days without a ftool, fo that a ftagnation 
of feces in the colon is to be fufpeed, 
the ufe of opium is of doubtful effet. In 
fuch cafes, unlefs a {tool has been firft 
procured by medicine, opium cannot be 
employed but with fome hazard of ag- 
gravating the difeafe. However, even in 
thofe circumftances of coftivenefs, when, 
without inflammation the violence of the 
'{pafm is to be fufpected, when vomiting 
prevents the exhibition of purgatives, and 
when with all this the pain is extremely 
urgent, opium is to be employed, not only — 
as an anodyne, but alfo as an antifpafmo~ 
dic, neceflary to favour theoperationof pur- 
gatives; and may be fo employed, when, 
either at the fame time with the opiate, 
| G2) Taek op 


en 
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or not long after it, a purgative can be ex+ 


hibited. 

Is the hyofciamus, as fen thowing, 
along with its narcotic, a purgative qua- 
lity, better fuited to this difeafe than 
opium ¢ 


MCCCCXLVI. » 


It is feemingly on good grounds that - 
feveral praclitioners have recommended 


the large ufe of mild oils in this difeafe, | 


both as antifpafmodics and as laxatives ; 
and, where the palate and ftomach could 


.admit them, I have found them very ufe- 


- ful.. But, as there are few Scottith {tomachs 


that can admit a large ufe of oils, I have 


had few opportunities of employing them. 


MCCCCXLVU. 


The fecond fet of remedies adapted to 


the 


* 
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the cure of colic, are purgatives ; which, 
by exciting the action of the inteftines, ei- - 
ther above or below the obftructed place, 
may remove the conftriction ; and there~ 
fore thefe purgatives may be given either 
by the mouth, or thrown by glyfter into 
the anus. As the difeafe is often featedin 
the reat guts; as glyfters, by having a 
more fudden operation, may give more im- 
mediate relief; and as purgatives given by 
the mouth are ready to be rejected by vo-~ 
‘miting ; fo it is common, and indeed pro- 
per, to attempt curing the colic in the firft 
place by glyfters. Thefe may at firft be 
of the mildeft kind, confifting of a large 
bulk of water, with fome quantity of a 
mild oil; and fuch are fometimes fufhi- 
ciently efficacious: however, they are not 
always fo; and it is commonly neceflary 
to render them more powerfully ftimulant 
by the addition of neutral falts, of which 
the moft powerful 1s the’ common or ma- 

C 4 | rine 
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gine fale. If thefe faline glyfters, as fome~ 


times happens, are rendered again too 
quickly, and on this account or otherwife 
are found ineffectual, it may be proper, in- 
ftead of thefe falts, to add to the glyfters 
‘an infufion of fenna, or of fome other pur- 
gative that can be extracted by water. The 
antimonial wine may be fometimes em- 
ployed in glyfters with advantage. Hardly 
any glyfters are more effectual than thofe 
made of turpentine properly prepared. 
When all other injeCtions are found inef- 
fectual, recourfe is to be had to the injec- 
tion of tobacco-fmoke; and, when even 
this fails, recourfe is to be had to the me- 
chanical dilatation to be mentioned here- 
atrer ie (0 : 


MCCCCXLVIII. 


As glyfters often fail altogether in re- 
lieving this difeafe, and as even when they 
| give 
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give fome relief they are often imperfect 
in producing a complete cure; fo it is ge- 
nerally proper, and often neceflary, to at- 
tempt a more entire and certain cure by 
purgatives given bythe mouth. The more 
_ powerful of thefe, or, as they are called, 
the Draftic Purgatives, may be fometimes 
neceflary ; but their ufe is to be avoided, 
both becaufe they are apt to be rejected 
by vomiting, and becaufe when they do 
not fucceed in removing the obftruction 
they are ready to induce an inflammation: 
- Upon this account it is ufual, and indeed 
proper, at leaft in the firft place, to employ 
the milder and lefs inflammatory purga- 
tives. None have fucceeded: with me 
better than the cryftals of tartar, becaufe 
this medicine may be conveniently given 
in {mall but repeated dofes, to a confider- 
able quantity ; and under this manage- 
ment it is the purgative leaft ready to be 
: rimae es | rejected 


34 PRACTICE 


rejected by vomiting, and much lefs fo 
than the other neutral falts. Ifa ftronger 
_ ~purgative be required, Jalap, properly pre- 
pared, is lefs offenfive to the palate, and 
fits better upon the ftomach, than moft 
other powerful purgatives. On many oc= 
~ eafions of colic, nothing is more effectually 
purgative than a large dofe of calomel. 
- Some practitioners have attempted to re 
move the obftru@ion of the inteftines 
‘by antimonial emetics exhibited in {mall 
dofes, repeated at proper’ intervals ; and 
when thefe dofes are not entirely rejected 
by vomiting, they often ld effectual 
purgatives. , . 
When every purgative has failed, the 
action of the inteftines has been effectually 
excited by throwing cold water on the — 
lower extremities. | 


MCCCCXLIX. 
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The third means of overcoming the. 
{pafm. of the inteftines in this difeafe, ig: 
_ by employing a mechanical dilatation ; 
and it has been frequently fuppofed that 
quickfilver given in large quantity, might 
operate in this manner. Ihave not, how- 
ever, found it fuccefsful ; and the theory 
of itis with me very doubtful. Some au- 
thors have mentioned the ufe of gold and 
filver pills, or balls, fwallowed down; but 
_Thave no experience of fuch practices, and 


— Tcannot fuppofe them a ere means 
of relief. 


MCCCCL. 


_ Another means of mechanical dilatation, 
and a more probable meature, is by injec- 
ting a large quantity of warm water by 
a proper fyringe, which may throw it 

tae - with 
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- with fome force, and in a continued ftream, 
into the rectum. Both from the experi- 
ments reported by the late Mr de Haen, 
and from thofe I myfelf have had occafion 
to make, | judge this remedy to be one of 
the moft powerful and effectual. 


MCCCCLI. 


I have now mentioned all the feveral 
means that may be employed for the cure 
of the colic, confidered as a genus; but 
before I quit this fubject, it may be ex- 
pected that I fhould take notice of fome 
of the {pecies which may feem to require 
a particular confideration. In this view it — 
may be expected that I fhould efpecially 
take notice of that {pecies named the Colic 
of Poitou, and particularly known in Eng- 
- land by the name of the Devonfhire Co- 

ene | | : 
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This fpecies of the difeafe is sects a 
peculiar one, both in refpeét of. its caufe 
and its effects ; but, as to the firft, it has 
been lately fo much the fubjeé of invefti- 
gation, and is fo well afcertained by the 
learned phyficians Sir George Baker and 
Dr Hardy, that itis unneceflary for me to 
fay any thing of it here. 

With refpedt to the cure of it, fo far as 
it appears in the form, of a colic, my want — 
_ of experience concerning it does not allow 
me to {peak with any confidence on the 
fubjec&t; but, fo far as I can learn from 
others, it appears to me, that it is to be 
treated by all the feveral means that I have 
propofed above fon the cure of colic in n ge- 
neral.. | ! | 
How far the peculiar effects of this dif- 
eafe are to be certainly forefeen and ob- 

viated, I have not properly learned ; and I 
| mutt 
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mutt leave the matter to be determined by 
thofe who have had fufficient experience 


in it. 


CHAP. 


OF PHYSIG sg 
CHAP. % 


Or the CHOLERA, 


\ 


MCCCCLIIL. 


WN this difeafe, a vomiting and purging 
concurring together, or frequently al- 


ternating with one another, are the chief _ 


fymptoms. ‘The matter rejected both up- 
wards and downwards appears manifeftly 
to confift chiefly of bile, 


MCCCCLIV.. 
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From this laft circumftance I conclude, 
that the difeafe depends upon an increafed 
fecretion of bile, and its copious effufion 
into the alimentary canal; and, as in this 
‘it irritates and excites the motions above= 
mentioned, I infer, that the bile thus ef- 
 fufed in larger quantity is at the fame 
time alfo of a more acrid quality. This 
appears likewife from the violent and very 
painful gripings that attend the difeafe, 
and which we canimpute only to the vio- 
lent {fpafmodic, contractions of the intef- 
- tines that, take place here. Thefe fpafms 
are commonly communicated to the ab- 
dominal mufcles, and very frequently te. 
thofe of the extremities... | 


MCCCCLY. 


In the manner now defcribed, the dif- 
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eafe frequently proceeds with great vio- 
lenée, till the ftrength of the patient is 
greatly, and often fuddenly, weakened ; 
while a coidnefs of the extremities, cold 
fweats, and faintings coming on, an end 
is put to the patient’s life, fometimes in 
the courfe of one day. In other cafes the 
difeafe is lefs violent, continues for a day 
or two, and then ceafes by degrees; tho’ 
fuch recoveries feldom happen without 
the affiftance of remedies. 


MCCCCLVI. 


The attacks of this difeafe are feldom 
accompanied with any fymptoms of py- 
rexia; and though, during the courfe 
of it, both the ‘pulfe and refpiration are 
hurried and irregular, yet thefe fymp- 
_ toms are generally fo entirely removed 
by the remedies that quiet the {paf- 
modic affections peculiar to the difeafe, as 
toileave no ground for fuppofing that it 

ree ik D had 
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had been sabe tas sai by any proper py~_ 


rexid. 
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This is a difeafe attending a very warm 
ftate of the air; and, in very warm cli- 
raates, it may perhaps appear at any time 
of the year; but even in fuch climates it 
is moft frequent during their warmeft fea- 
fons; and in temperate climates, it ap- 
pears only in the warm feafons. Dr Sy- 
denham confidered the appearances of 
this difeafe in England to be confined to 
the month of Auguft; but he himfelf ob- 
ferved’ it to appear fometimes towards the 
end of fummer, when the feafon was un- 
ufually warm; and that in proportion to 
the heat, the violence of the difeafe was 
greater. Others have obferved that it 
sae more early in fummer, and al- 


ways 
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‘ways fooner or later, according as the gr eat 
heats fooner or later fet in, 


MCCCCLVIIL 


' From all thefé circumftances,. Sete 

think, very evident, that this difeafe is 
the effe& of a warm atmofphere, produ- 
cing fome change in the ftate of the bile 
in the human body ; and the change may 
confift either in the matter of the bile 
being rendered. more acrid, and thereby 
- fitted to excite a more copious fecretion ; 
or, in the fame matter its being prepa- 
red to pafs off i in fareel quantity Sais 
ufual. | 


MCCCCLIX, 


Tt has been remarked, that in warm cli- 
mates and feafons, after extremely hot and 
dry weather, a fall of rain cooling the at- 

D2 - mofphere 
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mofphere feems efpecially to bring on this 
difeafe; and it is very probable that an 
obftruéted perfpiration may have alfo a. 
fhare in this, though it is alfo certain 
that the difeafe does appear when no 
change in the temperature of the air, nor : 
any application of cold, have been obfer- 
ved. . i ! | 


MCCCCLX. 


It is poffible that, in fome cafes, the 
heat of the feafon may give only a predif- 
pofition, and that the difeafe may be ex- 
cited by certain ingefta or other caufes 
but it is equally certain that the difeafe 
has occurred without any previous change 
or error, either in diet, or in the manner 


‘of life, that could be obferved. 


MCCCCLXI. 
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The Nofologifts have conftituted a Ge- 
nus under the title of Cholera, and under 
‘ this have arranged as fpecies every aftec- 
tion in which a vomiting and purging of 
any kind happened to concur. In many 
of thefe {pecies, however, the matter eva-_ 
_cuated is not bilious; nor does the eva- 
cuation proceed from any caufe in the 
{tate of the atmofphere. Further, in 
many of thefe {pecies alfo, the vomiting 
which occurs is not an effential, but mere- 
ly an accidental fymptom from the parti- 
cular violence of the difeafe. ‘The appella- 
tion of Cholera therefore fhould, in my 
opinion, be confined to the difeafe I have 
defcribed above ; which by its peculiar 
caufe, and perhaps alfo by its fymptoms, 
is very different from all the other {pecies 
that have been aflociated with it. I be- 
lieve that all the other f{pecies arranged 

8 ie a 


under 
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under the title of Cholera by Sauvages or 
Sagar, may be properly enough referred | 
to the genus of Diarrhea; which we are 
‘to treat of in the next chapter. | 
"Phe diftinion I have endeavoured to 
eftablifh between the proper Cholera, and 
the other difeafes that have fometimes got 
the fame appellation, will, as I judge, fu- 
perfede t the queftion, Whether the Chole- 
Ya, in temperate climates, happens at any — 
other feafon than that above affigned, 


“MCCCCLXIL 


‘In the cafe of a genuine cholera, the 
cure of it has been long eftablifhed en 
experience, ; 

In the beginning of the difeafe, the eva- 
cuation of the redundant bile is to be fa- 
-voured by the plentiful exhibition of mild - 
diluents, both given by the mouth and 
injected by the anus; and all evacuant — 

medicines, 
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medicines, employed in either way, are 
not only fuperfluous, but commonly hurt- 
ful. 


MCCCCLXII. 


When the redundant bile appears to be 
fufficiently wafhed. out, and even. before 
that, if the fpafmodic affeGtions of the ali- 
mentary canal become very violent, and 
are communicated in a confiderable de- 
gree to other parts of the body, or when 
a dangerous debility feems to be induced, 
the irritation is to be immediately obvia- 
ted by opiates, in fufficiently large dofes, 
but in fmall bulk, and given either by the 
mouth or by glyfter. | 


MCCCCLXIV. 


Though the patient be in this manner 
relieved, it frequently happens, that when 
D4 i the 
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the operation of the opium is over, the | 
difeafe fhows a tendency to return; and, 
for at leaft fome days after the firft attack, 
the irritability of the inteftines, and their 
difpofition to fall into painful fpafmodic 
contractions, feem to continue. In this 
fituation, the repetition of the opiates, for 
perhaps feveral days, may come to be ne- 
ceflary ; and as the debility commonly in- 
duced by the difeafe favours the difpofi- 
tion to fpafmodic affections, it is often 
ufeful and neceflary, together with the 
opiates, to employ the tonic powers of the 
Peruvian bark. APL 


OF PHYSIC. 45 


1 Ch BA Pa Kb, 


t 


- 


Or DIARRHOEA, OR LOOSENESS. 


MCCCCLXV. 
“HIS difeafe confifts in evacuations by | 
{tool, more frequent and of more | 
liquid matter than ufual. This leading 
and characteriftic fymptom is fo diverfi- 
- fied in its degree, in its caufes, and in the 
_ variety of matter evacuated, that it is al- 


moft impoflible to give any general hiftory 
_of the difeafe. 


MCCCCLXVI, 
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It is to be diftinguifhed from dyfentery, 
by not being contagious; by being gene- © 
rally without fever; and by being with 
the evacuation of the natural excrements, 
which are, at leaft for fome time, retained 
in dyfentery. The two difeafes have been 
| commonly diftinguithed by the gripings 
being more violent in the dyfentery ; and 
they are commonly lefs violent and lefs 
frequent in diarrhoea : but as they fre- 
guently do occur in this alfo, and fome- 
times to a confiderable degree, fo they do 
not afford any proper diftinction. 


MCCCCLXVI. 


A ahd is to be diftinguifhed from 
pda chiefly by the difference of their 
caufes; which, in cholera, is of one pecu-, 
iar kind ; but in diarrhcea i is prodigioufly 

diver- 
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diverfified, as we fhall fee prefently. Ie 
has been common to diftinguifh cholera, 
by the evacuation downwards being of bi- 
lious matter, vand by this -being always 
accompanied with a vomiting of the fame 
kind; but it does not univerfally apply, 
as a diarrhoea is fometimes attended with 


vomiting, and even of nen matter. 
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The diferife of cs il diftinguith- 
ed, is very greatly diverfified; but in all 
cafes, the frequency of ftools is to be im- 
puted to a preternatural increafe of the 
_ periftaltic motion in the whole, or at leaft 
a confiderable portion, of the inteftinal 
canal. ‘This increafed action is in differ- 
ent degrees, is. often convulfive and f{paf- 
modic, and at any rate is a motus abnor- 
mis: for which reafon, in the Methodical 
Nofology, Ihave referred it to the order 

of 


y eRe, 


of Spafmi, and accordingly treat of it in 
this place. — | if 


MCCCCLXIX. 


_ ‘Upon the fame »ground, as I confider 
the difeafe named Lientery to be an in- 
creafed periftaltic motion over the whole of 
the inteftinal canal, arifing from a peculiar 
irritability, I have confidered it as merely a 
“fpecies of diarrhoea. The idea of a laxity 
of the inteftinal canal being the caufe ei- 
ther of lientery, or other fpecies of diar- 
rhoea, appears to me to be without foun- . 
dation, except in the fingle cafe of fre- 
quent liquid {tools from a palfy of the 
ee ani. Tis. 
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The increafed aGtion of the periftaltic 
_ motion, I confider as always the chief part 
. | of 
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of the proximate caufe of diarrhoea; but 
the difeafe is further, and. indeed. chiefly, 
diverfified by the different caufes of this 
increafed action ; which, we are now to 
inquire into. 


MCCCCLXXT 


The feveral caufes of the increafed ac- 
tion of the inteftines may. be referred, I 
think, in the firft place, ta two sate 
heads. | 
The fifi is, of the difeates of certain 
parts of the body which, either from a 
confent of the inteftines with thefe parts, 
or from the relation which the inteftines 
have to the whole fyftem, occafion an in- 
creafed action in the inteftines, without 
the transference of any ftimulant matter 
from the primary difeafed part to them. — 
. The fecond head of the caufes of the in- 
creafed action of the inteftines is of the” 

ftimuli 
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‘{timuli of various kinds, which are afi 
plied dire@tly to the inteftines themfelves. 


MCCCCLXXIL 


That affections of other parts of the fy- 
ftem may affect the inteftines without the 
transference or application of any ftimu- 
Jant matter, we learn from hence, that the 
paffions of the mind do in ee Rw 


-excite diarrhoea. 
MCCCCLXXIII. 


That difeafes in other parts may in like 
manner affect the inteftines, appears from _ 
the dentition of infants frequently exci= 
ting diarrhoea. I believe that the geut 
often affords another inftance of the fame 
kind; and probably there are others alfo, 
though not well afcertained. : 


2 MCCCCLXXIV. 
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The ftimuli (MCCCCLXXL) which 
may be applied to the inteftines are. of 
very various kinds; and are either, 

1. Matters introduced by the mouth. 

2. Matters poured into the inteftines by 
the feveral excretories opening into them) - 

3. Matters poured from certain preter- 
natural openings made into them in cer- 
tain difeafes. 


MCCCCLXXV. 


Of thofe (MCCCCLXXI. 1.) introduced 
by the mouth, the firft to be mentioned 
are the aliments commonly taken in.. Too 
great a quantity of thefe taken in, often 
prevents their due digeftion in the fto- 
mach; and by being thus fent in their 
crude, and probably acrid, ftate to the 


in~ 


/ 
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inteftines, they, Gatrwently excite diat- 
rhoea. | 

The fame aliments, though in proper 
"quantity, yet having too great a propor- 
tion, as frequently happens, of faline or 
faccharine matter along with them, prove 
ftimulant to the inteftines, and excite 

-diarrhcea. . . 3 

But our aliments prove efpecially the 
caufes of diarrhoea, according as they, 
from their own nature, or from the weak- 
nefs of the ftomach, are difpofed to un- 
dergo an undue degree of fermentation 
there, and thereby become ftimulant to 
theinteftines. Thus acefcent aliments are 
ready to produce diarrhoea; but whether 
from their having any dire@ly purgative 
quality, or only as mixed in an over pro- 
portion with the bile, is not well determi- 


ned. 
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_ Not only the acefcent, but alfo the putref- 
cent difpofition of the aliments, feems to 
occafion a diarrhoea; and it appears that 
even the effluyia. of putrid bodies, taken 
in any way in large quantity, have the fame 
effect. 

. Are oils or fats, taken in as a part of 
our aliments, ever the caufe of diarrhea? 


and if fo, in what manner do they operate ? 


MCCCCLXXVIL. 


‘The other. matters introduced by the 


mouth, which may. be caufes of diarrhea, 


are thofe thrown in. either as medicines,, 


or poifons that have the faculty of ftimu- 
lating the alimentary canal. ‘Thus, in the 
lift of the Materia Medica, we have along 
catalogue of thofe named purgatives ;. and 


in the lift of poifons, we have many pof- 
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fefled of the fame quality. The former, gi- 
ven in a certain quantity, occafion a tem~ 
porary diarrhoea; and given in very large 
dofes, may occafion it in excels, and con= 
tinue it longer than ufual, producing that 
{pecies of diarrhoea named a Hypercathar- 
fis. 


| MCCCCLEXVIIL 


The matters (MCCCCLXXIV. 2.) poured: 
inito the cavity of the inteftines from the 
excretories opening into them, and which 
may occafion diarrhoea, are either thofe 
from the pancreatic or biliary duct, or 
thofe from the excretories in the coats of 
the inteftines themfelves. 


-MCCCCLXXIX. 


What changes may happen in thé pan= 
creatic juice, [do not exactly know; but is 
fuppofe 


fappofe that an acrid fluid may iflue from 
the pancreas, even while ftill entire in its 
ftructure ; but more efpecially, when it is 
inafuppurated,fcirrhous, or cancerous ftate, 
that a very acrid matter may be poured” 
out by the pancreatic du@, aind occafion 
diarrhoea, 


MCCCCLEX XX, 


Lave know well, that from the biliary 
dud the bile may be poured out in great- 
er quantity than ufual; and there is litthe 
doubt of its being alfo fometimes poured 
out of a more than ordinary acrid quality. 
Itis very probable, that in both ways the 
bile is frequently a caufe of diarrhcea, | 
' Though I have faid above that diarrhoea 
may be commonly diftinguifhed from cho- 
lera, I muft admit here, that as the cau- 
{es producing that ftate of the bile which 
occafions cholera, may occur in all the 

Bia a.; different 
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different poflible degrees of force, fo as, om 
one occafion, to produce the moft violent 
and diftinétly marked cholera ;. but, upon 
another, to produce only the gentleft diar- 


— yhoea; which, however, will be the fame 


- difeafe, only varying im degree: So I 


think it probable, that in warm climates, 


and in warm feafons, a diarrhea biliofa of 
this kind may frequently occur, not to be 
always certainly diftinguifhed from cho- - 
era. PIES 

However this may be, it is fufficiently 
probable, that, in fome cafes, the bile, 
without having been acted upon by the 
heat of the climate or feafon, may be re- 
duindant and acrid, and prove therefore a 
particular caufe of diarrhoea. 


MCCCCLXXXL 


Befide bile from the feveral caufes and 
in the conditions mentioned, the biliary 


duct 
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duct may pour out pus, or other matter, 
from abfceffes in the liver, which may. be 
the caufe of diarrhcea. 

Practical writers. take notice of a diar- 
rhoea wherein a thin and bloody liquid is 
difcharged ; which they .fuppofe to have 
proceeded from the liver, and have there- 
fore given the difeafe the name of Hepa- 
tirrhcea: but we have not met with any 
inftance of this kind; and therefore can- 


not properly fay any thing concerning it. 


BACLT 


ier Se ke fet of excretories, from ouch 
matter is poured into the cavity of the in- 
teftines, are thofe from the coats of the 
inteftines themfelves; and are either the 
exhalants procetdingly directly from the 
extremities of arteries, or the excretories 
from the mucous follicles : and both thefe 
fources occur in prodigious number over 

| Beg ie the 
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the internal furface of the whole intefti- 
nal canal. It is probable that it is chiefly 
the effufion from thefe fources which, in 
moft inftances, gives the matter of the li- 


quid ftools cccurring in diarrhoea. 


MCCCCLX XXIII. 


The matter from both fources may be 
poured out in larger quantity than ufual, 
merely by the increafed action of the in- 
teftines, whether that be excited by the 
paffions of the mind (MCCCCXXI.), by 
difeafes in other parts of the fyftem — 
(MCCCCLXXI.1.), or by the various fti- 
mulants mentioned MCCCCLXXV. and 
following; or the quantity of matter pour- 

‘e ed out may be increafed, not fo much by 
the increafed action of the inteftines, as 

by an increafed afflux of fluids from other 
parts of the fyftem. ae 

| Thus, cold applied to the furface of the 

: 2 body, 
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body, and fupprefling perfpiration, may 
determine a greater quantity of fluids to 
the inteftines. : 

‘Thus, in the z/churia renalis, the urine ta- 
ken into the blood-veffels is fometimes de=. 
termined to pafs off again by the inteftines. 
In like manner, pus or ferum may be 
abforbed from the cavities in which they 
have been ftagnant, and be again poured 
out into the inteftines, as frequently hap- 
pens, in particular with refpect to the wa- 


ter of dropfies. 


- MCCCCLXXXIV. 


‘It is to be obferved here, that a. diar- 
_rhoea may be excited not only by a copious | 
afflux of fluids from other parts of the fy= » 
ftem, but likewife by the mere determi- 
‘mation of various acrid matters from the 
mafs of blood into the cavity of the inte- 
flines, Thus it is fuppofed that the mor- 

E 4 bific 
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bific matter of fevers is fometimes thrown 


out into the cavity of the inteftines, and | 


gives a critical diarrhoea: and whether I 
do.or do not admit the doétrine of critical 
evacuations, | think it is probable that the 
morbific matter of the exanthemata is fre- 
quently thrown upon the inteftings, and 


occafions diarrhoea. 


MCCCCLXXXV. 


It is to me further probable, that the 
putrefcent matter diffufed over the mafs 
of blood in putrid difeafes, is frequently 
poured out by the exhalants into the in- 


teftines, and proves there the canfe, at leaft- 


in part, of the diarrhoea fo commonly at= 
tending thefe difeafes. 


‘MCCCCLKXXVI. 
Upon this fubject of the matters pour 
ed 
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ed into the cavity of the inteftines, I have 
chiefly confidered them as poured out in 
unufual quantity: but it 1s probable that, 
for the moft part, they are alfo changed: 
in their quality, and becorhe of a more 
acrid and ftimulant nature; upon which 
account efpecially it is, that they excite, 


or at leaft increafe, a diarrhoea. 


- MCCCCLXXXVIL 


How far, and in what manner, the ex- 
halant fluid may be changed in its nature 
and quality, we do not certainly know: 
but with refpe@ to the fluid from the 
mucous excretories, we know, that, when 
poured out in unufual quantity, it is com- 
monly, at the fame time, in a more li- 
quid and acrid form; and may prove, 
therefore, confiderably irritating. 


MCCCCLXXXVII. 


Oo PRIAERICE 


MCCCCLXXXVIIL. 


- Though the copious effufion of a more 
liquid and acrid matter from the mucous 


excretories, be probably owing to the mat- 


ter being poured out immediately as itis 


fecreted from the blood into the mucous 
follicles, without being allowed to {tagnate 
in the latter, fo as to acquire that milder 
quality. and.thicker confiftence we com- 
monly find in the mucus in its natural 
{tate ; and although we might fuppofe that 
the excretions of a thin and acrid fluid 
fhould always be the effect of every deter- 
mination to the mucous follicles, and of 
every ftimulant applied to them; yet it is 
certain, that the reverfe is fometimes the 
cafe; and that, from the mucous follicles, 
there is frequently an increafed excretion of 
a mucus, which appears in its proper form 
of a mild, vifcid, and thickifh matter. 
This commonly occurs in the cafe of dy- 
2 _ fentery ; 
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fentery; and it has been obferved to give 
a {pecies of diarrhoea, which has been pro- 
perly named the Diarrhea Mucofa. 


-MCCCCLXXXIX. 


A third fource of matter poured into the 
cavity of the inteftines, and occafioning 
diarrhoea (MCCCCLXXIV. 3-), is from 
thofe preternatural openings produced by 
difeafes in the inteftines or neighbouring 
parts. Thus the blood-veffels on the in- 
ternal furface of the inteftines may be 
opened by erofion, rupture, or anaftomo- 
_ fis, and pour into the cavity their blood, 
which, either by its quantity or by its 
acrimony, whether inherent, or acquired 
by ftagnation, may fometimes give a diar- 
rhoea evacuating bloody matter. This is 
what I think happens in that difeafe which 
has been called the Melena or Morbus Niger, 


MCCCCXC, 
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Another preternatural fource of matter 
poured into the cavity of the inteftines, is 
the rupture of abfcefles feated either in the 
coats of the inteftines themfelves, or in any 
of the contiguous vifeera, which, during 
an inflamed ftate, had formed an adhefion 
with fome part of the inteftines. The 
matter thus poured into their cavity may 
be various; purulent, or fanious, or both 
‘together, mixed sat the fame time with 
more or lefs of blood; and in each of thefe 


fates rnay be a caufe of diarrhcea. 


MCCCCXCI. 


* . 


Amongft the ftimuli that may be di- 


reGtly applied to the inteftines, and which, 


by increafing their periftaltic motion, may 
occafion diarrhoea, | muft not omit to 
_men- 


a 


DY PrHYsrc 
‘mention worms, as having frequently that — 
effect. 


“MCCCCXCI. | 


I muft alfo mention here’ a ftate: of 
’ the inteftines, wherein their periftaltic mo- 

tion is preternaturally increafed, and a 

diarrhoea produced; and that is, when 

they are affected with an erythematic i in-. 
flammation. With re{pect to the exiftence 

of fuch a ftate, and its’ occafioning diar- 

_ rhoea, fee what is faid above inCCCXCVHL 

and following. Whether it is to be con- 
fidered as a particular and diftin®t cafe of 
diarrhoea, or is always theifame with fome 
of thofe produced by one or cther of the 

caufes above mentioned, I have not been 

able to determine, | 


MCCCCXCIit. 
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Laftly, by an accumulation of alimen= 
tary or of other matter poured into the ca 
vity of the inteftines from feveral of the 
fources above mentioned, a diarrhoea may | 
be efpecially occafioned when the abforp-= 
tion of the laéteals, or of other abforbents,. 
is prevented, either. by an obftruction of 
their orifices, or by an obftruction of the 
. mefenteric glands, through which alone 
the abforbed fluids can be tranfmitted: 
In one inftance of this kind, when the 
chyle prepared in the ftomach and duode- 
num is not abforbed in the courfe of the 
inteftines, but paffes off in confiderable 
quantity by the anus, the difeafe has beem 
named the Morbus Celiacus, or fimply and | 
more properly Celiaca ; which according- 
ly I have confidered as a fpecies of diar- 
rhoea. ) | 


MCCCCXCIV. 
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I have thus endeavoured to point out 
the various fpecies of difeafe that may 
come under the general. appellation of 
“Diarrhoea; and from that enumeration it 
will appear, that many, and indeed the 
greater part of the cafes of diarrhoea, are 
to be confidered as fympathic affections, 
arid to be cured only by curing the pri- 
mary difeafe upon which they depend; of 
which, however, I cannot properly treat 
here. From our enumeration it will alfo 
‘appear, that many of the cafes of diarrhea 
which may be confidered as idiopathic, 
will not require my faying much of them 
‘here. In many inflances, the difeafe is af- 
cértained, and alfo the caufe afligned, by. 
the condition of the matter evacuated; fo 
that what is neceffary to correct or remove 
it will be fufficiently obvious to practitio- 
ners of any knowledge. In thort, I da not 

find 
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find that I can offer any general plan fot! 
the cure of diarrhoea; and all that I can 
- propofe to do on this fubject, is to give 


fome general remarks on the practice that’ 


has been commonly foliayed is in the cure 


of this difeafe. ) 
: " MCCCCXCV. 


The pradice in this difeafe has chiefly 
proceeded upon the fuppofition of an acri- 
mony in the fluids, or of a laxity in the 
fimple and moving fibres of the inteftines; 
and the remedies employed have accor- 
dingly been correctors of particular:acri~ 
mony, general demulcents, evacuants by 
vomiting or purging, aftringents, oropiates. 
Upon each of thefe kinds of reer yh fhall 


now offer fome remarks. 
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‘An acid acrimony is, upon feveral occa- 
fions, the caufe of diarrhoea, particularly 
in children ; and in fuch cafes the abfor- 
bent earths .have been very properly em- 
ployed. The common, however, and pro- 
tnifcuous ufe of thefé has been very injudi-_ 
cious; and where there is any Bee eney 
ya muft be hureful. | 


sale 0 sees 


The cafes in which there is a putrid of 
3 ‘putrefcent acrimony prevailing, have been, 
I think, too feldom taken notice of; and, 
therefore, the ufe of acids too feldom ad= 
mitted. The acrimony to be fufpected in 
bilious cafes, is aimee of the putrefcent 
bomthei sg és 
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- MCCCCXCVHI. 


_ The general correctors of acrimony aré 
the mild. diluents and demulcents. The 
former have not been fo much, employed 
in diarrhoea aS they ought ;- for, joined 
with demulcents, they very much increafe 
the effects of the latter: and although the 
demulcents,. both mucilaginous and oily, 
may by themfelves be ufeful, yet without 
the afliftance of diluents they can hardly 
be introduced in fuch quantity as to an- 
fwer the purpofe. 


MCCCCXCIX. 


As indigeftion and crudities prefent in 
the {tomach, are.fo often the caufe of diar= 
rhoea, vomiting mutt therefore be. fre- 
quently very ufeful in this difeafe. | 

In like manner, when the difeafe pro-# 
ceeds, as it often does, from obfiructed per- 


fpiration; 
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Tpiration, and increafed afflux of fluids to 
the inteftines, vomiting is perhaps the moft 
effetual means of reftoring the determi- 
mation of the fluids: to the furface of the 
body. 

It is poffible Adie cae vomiting may 
give fome inverfion of the periftaltic mo- 
tion, which i is determined too much down- 
wards in diarrhea; fo that; upon the‘whole 
it is a remedy which may be very gene 
pate wfeful i in ae difeafe. 


os 


Purging has been fippnied to be mote 
univerfally neceflary, and has been more © 
generally praétifed. This, however, in my 
opinion, proceeds upon very miftaken no- 
tions with refpe@ to the difeafe; and fach a 
practice feems to me for the moft part fuper- 
fluous, and in many cafes very hurtful. It 
Toes bes. the fuppofition of an acrimony 

! Fa - pre- 
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prefent in theinteftines, thatought to be caf= 
ried out by purging: but, if that acrimony 
has either been introduced by the mouth, or 
brought into the inteftines from other parts 
of the body, purging can.neither be a means 
of correcting nor of exhaufting it; and muft 
‘yather have the effect of increafing its af- 
flux, and of aggravating its effects. From 
“whatever fource the acrimony which cant 
excite a’ diarrhoea proceeds, it may be fup- 
pofed fafficient ‘to evacuate itfelf, fo far as. 
that can be done by purging ; and as‘in 
cholera, fo in the fame kind of diarrhea, 
it will be more proper to aflift the evacua- 
tion by diluents and demulcents, than to 


increafe the irritation by purgatives. — 


MDI. 


If, then, the ufe of purgatives in diat- 
rhoea may be confidered, even when 
an acrimony is prefent, as fuperfluous, 

- there 
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there’ are many other cafes in which it 
may be extremely hurtful. If the irrita- 
bility of the inteftines fhall, from affec- 
tions in other parts of the fyftem, or other 
caufes, have been already very much in- 
creafed, purgatives muft neceflarily aggra- 
vate the difeafe. In the cafe of lientery, 
nobody thinks of giving a purgative; and 
in many cafes of diarrhcea approaching to 
that, they muft be equally improper. I 
have already obferved, that when diar- 
rhoea proceeds from an afflux of fluids to 
the inteftines, whether in too great quan- 
tity, or of an acrid quality, purgatives 
may be hurtful; and whoever, therefore, 
confiders the numerous and various four- 
-ces from which acrid matter may be 
poured into the cavity of the inteftines, 
will readily perceive, that, in many cafes 
of diarrhcea, purgatives may be extremely 
poenereme. : 
There is one cafe in particular to be ta- 
me ae ken, 
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ken notice of. ‘When, from a general and 
acrid diffolution of the blood, the ferous 
fluids run off too copioufly into the cavity 
of the inteftines, and excite that diarrhoea 
which attends the advanced ftate of hectic 
fever, and is properly called a Colliqua- 
tive Diarrhea; I have, in fuch cafes, often 
feen purgatives given with the moft bane- | 
ful effets. 

There is ftill another cafe of diarrhoea 
in which purgatives are pernicious; and 
that is, when the difeafe depends, as we 
have alleged it fometimes may, upon an 
erythematic inflammation of | the inte- 
fines, 

I need hardly add, that if there’ fie a 
cafe of diarrhea depending upon a laxity 
of the folids, purgatives cannot there be of 
any fervice, and may do much harm. 
Upon the whole, it will, I think, appear, 
that the ufe of purgatives in diarrhoea. 
is very much limited ; and that the pro-. 

3 mif~ 
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mifcuous ufe of them, which has been 
fo common, is injudicious, and often per= 
nicious. I believe the practice has been 
chiefly owing to the ufe of purgatives in 
dyfenteric cafes, in which they are truly 
ufeful; becaufe, contrary to the cafe of 
diarrhoea, there 1s in dyfentery a confi- 
derable conftriétion of the inteftines. | 


MDI. 


Another fet of remedies employed in 
diarrhoea are aftringents. ‘There has been 
fome hefitation about the employment of 
thefe in recent cafes, upon the fuppofition 
that they might occafion the retention of 
an acrid matter that fhould be thrown out. 
I cannot, however, well underftand or 
affien the cafes in which fuch caution is 
neceflary ; and I think that the power. of 
aftringents is feldom fo great as to render 
their ufe very dangerous. ‘The only diffi- 
Mors, F 4 | culty 
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culty which has occurred to me, with re | 
{pect totheir ufe, has been to judge of the 
circumftances to” “which they are efpecially 
adapted. It appears to me to be only in 
thofe where the irritability of the inte= 


{tines depends upon. a lofs of tone: and 


this, [ think, may occur either acid the 
debility of the. whole fyftem, or from cau- 
fes. aang on the inteftines alone.» All 
violent or long-continued fpafmodic and 
convulfive affections of the inteftinal ca= 
nal neceffarily induce a debility there; and 
fuch caufes often take place, from violent 


irritation, in colic, dyfentery, cholera, and 


a“ 


diarrhoea. 


‘MDI, 


The att ny the remedies of: charrhora 
that remain to be mentioned are opiates, 
The fame objections have been made to 


‘the ufe of thal, in recent cafes of diar- 


: theca, 
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rhoea, as to that of aftringents; but on no 
good grounds: for the effect of opiates,. 
as aftringent, 1s mever very permanent; 
and an evacuation depending upon. irri- 
tation, though it may be for fome time 
fufpended by opiates, yet always returns 
very foon. It is only by taking off irri- 
tability .that opiates are ufeful in diar- 
rhea; and therefore, when the difeafe 
depends upon an increafe of irritability 
alone, or when, though. proceeding from 
irritation, that irritation is corrected or 
' exhautted;, opiates are the moft ufeful and 
certain remedy. And though opiates are 
not fuited to correct or remove an irrita- 
tion applied, they are often of great be- 
nefit in fufpending the effects of that ir- 
ritation whenever thefe are violent: and, 
upon the whole, it will appear, that opiates 
may be very frequently, and with great 
propriety, einployed i in the cure of diar- 
Set 
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CHAP. XI, 


Or THE DIABETES, 


~MDIV. 


HIS difeafe confifts in the voiding. 
-. of an unufually large quantity of 
urine, | | 
As hardly any fecretion can be increa= 
fed without an increafed action of the vef-. 
{els concerned in it, and as fome inftan-. 
ces of this difeafe are attended with af. 
fe€tions manifeftly {pafmodic, I have had. 
no doubt of arranging the diabetes under 
the order of Spafmi. 


— MDY, 
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This difeafe is always accompanied with 
a great degree of thirft, and therefore with 
the taking in of a great quantity of drink. 
This in fome meafure accounts for the 
very extraordinary quantities of urine 
voided ; but ftill, independent of this, a 
| peculiar difeafe certainly takes place, as the 
quantity of urine voided does almoft al~ 
ways exceed the whole of the liquids, and 
fometimes the whole of both folids and lis | 
quids, taken in. 


MDVI. 


The urine voided in this difeafe is al- — 
ways very clear, and at firft fight appears 
entirely without any colour ; but, viewed. © 
in a certain light, it generally appears to 
be flightly tinged with a yellowith green, 
and in this refpect has been very properly 

a Gore 
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compared to a folution of honey in a large 
proportion of water. © rte 

Examined by the tafte, it is very gene-. 
rally found to be more or lefs fweet ; and 
many, experiments that have now been 
made in different inftances of the difeafe, 
fhow clearly that fuch urine contains, in 
confiderable quantity, a faccharine matter, 
which appears to be very exactly of the 
-fature of common fugar. 
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Doctor Willis feems to me to have been 
the firft who took notice of the fweetnefs 
of the urine-in diabetes, and almoft every 
phyfician of England has fince taken notice 
of the fame. It is to be doubted, indeed, 
if there is any cafe of idiopathic diabetes 
in which the urine is of a different kind, 
Though neither the ancients, nor, in the 
ether countries of Europe, the moderns, 

| till 


Hill the latter were directed to it by the | 
Englifh, have taken notice of the fweetnefs 
of the urine, it does not perfuade me, that 
either in ancient or in modern times the 
urine in diabetes was of another kind. 1 
myfelf, indeed, think I have met with oné 
inftance of diabetes in which the urine was 
perfeCly infipid; and it would feem that 
a like obfervation had occurred to Dr Mar- 
tin Lifter. Jam perfuaded, however, that 
fuch inftances are very rare ; and that the 
other is by much the more common, and 
perhaps the almoft univerfal occufrerices 
, I judge, therefore, that the prefence of fuch 
a faccharine matter may be confidered as 
the principal | circumftance in idiopathic 
diabetes; and it gives at leaft the only café 
of that difeafe that I can. properly treat of 
here, for I am only certain that what I am 
further to mention relates to fuch a cafe. 


- 
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‘The antecedents of this Aiea and con= 
fequently t the remote caufes of it, have not 
been well afcertained. It may be true that 
it frequently happens to.men who, for a_ 
long time before, had been i intemperate in 
drinking ; $f that i it happens to -perfons of a 
broken conttitution, ‘or who, as we often _ 
exprefs it, are ina cachectic ftate ; ; that it 
fometimes follows i intermittent fevers; and. 
that it has often occurred from excefs-in 
the drinking of mineral waters. But none 
of thefe caufes apply. very generally to the 
cafes that occur: fuch caufesare not always; 
nor even frequently, followed by. a dia- 
betes ; and. there are many inftances of 
diabetes which could not be referred to any” 
of. them. In moft of the cafes of this dif- 
eafe which. I have met with, I could net 


refer it to any. particular caufe, 
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This difeafe commonly comes on flow- 
ly, and almoft imperceptibly, without any 
previous diforder. It often arifes to a con= 
- fiderable degree, and fubfitts long without 
being accompanied. with evident diforder 
in any particular part of the fyftem. The 
great thirft which always, and the vora= 
cious appetite which frequently. occurs in 
it, are often the only remarkable fymptoms. 
Under the continuance of the difeafe, the: 
body is often greatly emaciated ; and a 
great weaknefs alfo prevails. The pulfe i 1S 
commonly frequent ; and an obfcure fe- 
ver is for the moft part prefent. When 
_ the difeafe proves fatal, it generally ends 
with a fever, in many circumftances, par- | 
ticularly thofe of emaciation and debility, 
refembling a hegtic. 
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“The proximate cae of: this’ dilate: is 


hot éertainlyor ‘clearly known. - It'feems 


to Have! been’ fometimes connected with 
calculous affe@ions" ‘of the kidneys3 and it 


BS poflible, that an itfitation ‘applied there 


may. inicreafe the: feeretion of ‘urine.’ It 
vised often oon 105° bat how i it ates 


place i in he fate of Ke ating; Fe not to bé 


eafily explained. It” ‘Certainly ‘often. hap= 


pens that calculous matters ‘are long pre= 


fent in the: urinary paflagés, without ha- 


ving any fich effe& as ‘that of posited 


diabetes in> any fhape. PO Ue aid FOL dees 


Some have fuppofed that the aifeate ot= 
curs. from a ‘felaxed ftate of the ‘fecretory 


veflels of the Kidneys ; and indeed the dif | 


fections of perfons who: had died of this 


_ difeafe have fhown the kidneys in a very 
” daccid ftate: This, however, is fagalte: 
3 | to 
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to be confidered as rather the effect than 
the caufe of the difeafe. 

‘Fhat no topical affeGion of the kidneys 
: has a thare i in producing this difeafe, and 
that a fault j in the affimilation of the fluids 
is father ‘to be blamed, I conclude from 
hence, that even the folid food taken in, 
increafes the quantity of the urine voided, 
at the fame time with an increafe of the 
faccharine matter above mentioned, 


MDXt, 


: “The Hee has been fuppofed to be 
owing to a certain ftate of the bile; and it 
is true, that this difeafe has fometimes oc- 
curred in. perfons who were at the fame 
time affeéted with difeafes of the liver : 
but this concurrence does not often take 
place ; ; and the diabetes frequently occurs 
feparately from any affection of the liver. 
In twenty inftances of diabetes which I 
. Vor. IV, G have 
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have feen, there was not in any one of 

them, any evident affection of the liver. 
The explanation that has been offered of 

the nature and operation of the bile, 1n: 

producing diabetes, is very hypothetical, 

and nowife fatisfying. fl 


MDXII. 


As I have already faid, I think it pro~ 
bable, that in moft cafes the proximate 
eaufe of this difeafe is fome fault in the 
affimilatory powers, or in thofe employed. 
im converting alimentary matters into the 

proper animal fluids. This I formerly 
hinted to Dr Dobfon, and it has been pro-. 
— fecuted and publifhed by him; but I moutt 
own, that it is a theory embarrafled with 
fome difficulties which I cannot at prefent 
very well remove. : 


MDXIII. 
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° The! proximate caufe of diabetes Being 
fo little known or afcertained, ‘I cannot 
propofe‘any rational method of cure in the 
difeafe. ge the: ont AF fa 
| cured : but I believe iaffo, that this ‘ah 
feldom happened ; and when the difeafe has 
been cured, I doubt much if it was effected | 
by the feveral remedies to which thefe cures 
have been afcribed. In all the inftances 
of this difeafe which I myfelf have feen, 
and in feveral others of which I have been 
informed, no cure of it has ever been made 
in Scotland, though many inftances of it 
have occurred, and in moft of them the 
remedies recommended by authors have 
been diligently employed. I cannot, there- 
fore, with any advantage, enter into a de- 
tail of thefe remedies ; and as the difeafe, 
together with its feveral circumftances, 
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when they fhall hereafter occur, is 
likely to become the fubject of diligent 


inveftigation, I avoid going farther at 


prefent, and judge it prudent to fufpend 


my opinion till I fhall have more obfer- 
vations and experiments upon which I can 
form it more clearly. 
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Or THE HysTERIA, OR THE HysTeEni¢ 
_ DISEASE. 


me ero Of MPRIVe: 


Ta ‘HE many and various fymptoms 
4 which have been fuppofed to belong 
to a difeafe under this appellation, render 
it extremely difficult to give a general cha~ 
racter or definition of it.; Itis, however, 
proper in all cafes to attempt fome general 
idea; and therefore, by taking the moft 
gommon form, and: that concurrence of 

SP, se fymp= 
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fymptoms. by which it is principally di- 
ftinguifhed, I have formed a chara¢ter in 
my fyftem of Methodical Nofology, and 
fhall here endeavour to illuftrate it by 
- giving a more full aa of the i A 
- mena. 


MDXV.- 


The difeafe attacks in paroxy{ms or fits. 
Thefe commonly begin by fome pain and 
fulnefs felt in the left fide of the belly. 
From this a ball) feems to move with a 
grumbling noife, into the other parts of 
the-belly; and; ‘making as it’ were various 
convolutions there,feems to move into: the 
ftémach3 ‘and morediftinAly: ftilbrifes up 
co'thestop-of* the uilet, -where ‘it ‘remains 
fori fomé titne, and iby:ats :preffure ‘upon 
the larynx gives a‘fenfe of fuffocation: By 
thetiime that the diféafe has praceeded this 
far, the patient is fe ata with:aftupor — 

and 
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and infenfibility, while at the fame time 
the body is agitated with various convul- 
fions.. The trunk of the body is wreathed 
to and fro, and the limbs are variouily 
agitated ; commonly the convulfive mo- 
tion of one arm and hand, is that of beat- 
ing, with the clofed fit, upon the breaft 
very violently and repeatedly, This ftate 
continues for fome time, and has during 
that time fome remiffions and renewals of 
the convulfive motions ; ; but they at length 
ceafe, leaving the patient in a ftupid and 
feemingly fleeping ftate. More or lefs fud~ 
denly, and frequently with repeated figh- 
ing and fobbing, together with a murmur- 
Re ing. noife in the belly,. the patient returns _ 
to the exercife of fenfe and motion, but 
generally without any recolle@tion of the 
feveral circumftances that had taken place 
| oan, the fit, 
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‘This is the form of what is called an 
| hyferic pliraxy/t and is the mott common 
form ; but i its paroxyfms are confiderably 
varied in different perfons, and even in the 
fame perfon at different times. It differs, 
by having more or fewer of the circum- 
{lances above mentioned ; by thefe cir- 
cumftances being more or lefs violent; and 
by the different duration of the whole fit. 


‘Before the fit, there i 1s fometimes a ‘fud- | 


den and unufually large flow of limpid 
urine. At the coming on of the fit, the 
Ueeay is fometimes affeted with vomit 
ing, the lungs with confiderable difficulty 
of breathing, and the heart with. palpita- 
tions. "During the fit, the whole of the 
belly, and particularly the navel, is ‘drawn 
ftrongly inwards; the {phinéter ani As 
fometimes fo firmly conftricted as not to - 
admit a fmall ly fter-pipe, and there is at the 

fame 
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fame time an entire fuppreflion of urine. 
Such fits are, from time to time, ready to 
recur ; and during the intervals, the’ pa- 
tients are liable to involuntary motions, to 
fits of langhing and crying, with fudden 
tranfitions from the one to the other; while 
foretimes falfe imaginations, and fome 


ee 


degree of delirium, alfo occur. 


MDXVII. 


Thefe affections have been fuppofed pe- 
| culiar to the female fex; and indeed they 
‘moft commonly appear in females » but 
they fometimes, though rarely, attack alfo 
the male fex; never, however, that I have 
obferved, in the fame exquifite degree. | 

“In the female fex, the difeafe occurs efpe- 
cially from the age of puberty to that of 
thirty-five years ; and though it does fome- 
times, yet very feldom appears before the 
former or after the latter of thefe periods. 
aie At 
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_ At all ages, the time at which it mot 
readily occurs is that of the menftrual pe- 
phere ety 
Che difeafe more efpecially afer the 
females of the moft exquifitely fanguine 
and plethoric habits, and frequently affects 
thofe of the moft robuft and mafculine’ 
conftitutions. > ) a | | 
It affects the barren more than the 
breeding women, and therefore frequently 
young widows. 
pei: occurs efpecially in thofe lle who 
are liable to. the Nymphomania; andthe 
Nofplogifts have properly enough marked 
one of the varieties of this difeafe | 12 the 
title of Hyfteria Libidinofa, bikie 
In the perfons liable to the fits of this 
difeafe, it is readily excited _by the paf- 
fions of the mind, and by every confider- 
able emotion, efpecially thofe serge on 
_ by furprife. . 
f Ae perfons liable to. this die ac= 
quire 
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quire often, fuch a degree of fenfibility, as 
to be ftrongly affected by every impreflion 
Bhat comes upon them, by fanprite. 
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len this. pier ee se appears to be: a 
concurrence of fymptoms and circumftan- 
ces properly, marking: a, very particular 
difeafe, which I think may be diftinguith- 
ed. from all others. It feems to me; to 
have been improperly, confidered by phy- 
ficjans as the fame with fome other difea- 
fes, and particularly, with /hypochondria- 
fis. The. two. difeafes) may, have fome 
fymptoms . m. common, but for the mott 
part are confiderably different... | 

Spafmodic affections. occur in both dif- 
-eafes; but neither fo frequently; nor to fo 
great a degree, in 1, bypechendrehs as in 
Pais, ae 

.Perfons liable to hyfteria are fometimes 


cd 


f affected 
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affected at the fame time with dyfpepfia, 
They are often, however, entirely free 
-from.it; but I believe this never happens 
to perfons affected with hypochondriafis. 

Thefe different circumftances mark fome 
difference in the two difeafes; but they 
are ftill more certainly. diftinguifhed by 
the temperament they attack, and by the 
time of life at which they appear to be. 
mott equifitely formed. ) 

It has been generally fuppofed, that the 
two difeafes differ only in refpecdt of their 
appearing in different fexes; but this is 
not well founded: for although ‘the hy- | 
fteria appears moft commonly in females, 
the male-fex is not abfolutely free from it, 
as I have obferved above ; and although 
the hypochondriafis may be moft frequent 
in men, the inftances_ of it in the. females | 


_ fex are very common, 
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or 2 MDXIX: 
- From all thefe confiderations, it muft, I 
think, appear, that the hyfteria may be 
very well, and’ properly, diftinguifhed | 
from hypochondriafis. 
Further, it feems to me to have been 
with great impropriety, that almoft every 
degree of the irregular motions of the 
nervous fyftem has been referred to the ~ 
one or other of thefe two difeafes.. Both — 
are marked by a peculiarity of tempera- 
ment, as well as by certain fymptoms 
commonly accompanying that; but fome 
of thefe, and many others ufually mark- 
ed by the name of nervous fymptoms, 
may, from various caufes, arife in tempe~- 
raments different from that which is pe- 
culiar to either hyfteria or hypochondria- 
fis, and without being joined with the pe- 
culiar fymptoms.of either the one or the 
ether difeafe; fo that the appellations of 
| Hyfteric 
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Hyfteric and Hypochondriac are very in« 
accurately applied to them. Under what 
view thefe fymptoms are otherwife to be 
confidered, Iam not ready to determine ; : 
but muft remark, that the appellation: of 
Nervous Difeafes is too vague and unde-~ 


fined to be of any ufeful application. 
MDXX, 


Having thus endéavoured to diftinguifh 
hyfteria from every other difeafe, Ifhall now 
attempt its peculiar pathology: With» re 
fpek to this, ‘T think: ‘it will, in the’ firft 
place, be obvious, that its’ paroxyfins be- 
gin by a convulfive' and fpafmodic | affec 
tion of the’ alimetitary canal, which i 1S afe 
terwards communicated to the brain, and 
to a great part of the. nérvous Tyftem. 
. Although the difeafe” appears to begin in 
the alimentary canal; yet the connection 
which the paroxyfms fo often have with 

ers , the 
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the menftrual flux, and with the difeafes 
that depend on the ftate of the genitals, 
fhows, that phyficians have at all times 
judged rightly in confidering this difeafe 
as an affection of the uterus and other 
parts of the genital fyftem. 


MDXXI. 


‘With regard to this, however, I can go 
no farther. In what manner the uterus, 
- and in particular the ovaria, are affected 
in this difeafe; how the affection of thefe 
is communicated with particular circum- 
{tances to the alimentary canal; or how 
the affection of this, rifing upwards, af-~ 
- fe&ts the brain, fo as to occafion the par- 
ticular convulfions which occur in this 
difeafe, I cannot pretend to explain. 

But although I cannot trace this difeafe 
to its firft caufes, or explain the whole of — 
the phenomena; I hope, that with refpect 


see 
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to the general nature of the difeafe, i | 
may form fome general conclufions, which 
may ferve to direct our conduct in the 
cure of its» 


MDXXU. 
Thus, from a confideration of the pre- 
difponent and occafional caufes, it will, L 
think, appear, that the chief part of thé 
proximate caufe is a. mobility of the fy- 
ftem, depending generally upon its ale 
thoric ftate. 
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“Whether he difeafe ever ar rifes mae oy 
mobility of the fyftem, independent of any 
plethoric fate of it, I cannot pofitively 
determine; but in ‘many cafes that have 
fub ifted for fome time, it is evident that 
a fenfibility, and confequently a mobili- 
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ty, are é acquired, which often appear when 
neither a general plethora can be fuppofed 
to. ‘fobfift, “nor ‘an “océafional turgefcence 
to have happened. ‘However, as we have 
fhown above, that a diftention of the vef= 
fels of the br ain feems to occafion epilep- 
fy, and that a turgefcence of the blood i ink 
the veffels. of the lungs feems to produce. 
afthma ; fo analogy leads me to fuppofe, 
that ; a turgefcente of blood in. the uterus, 
or in ‘other parts of the genital fyftem, : 
may occafion the ‘fpafmodic and convul= 
five motions which appear in hyfleri ia. Te 
will, at the fame time, be evident,. that 
this affeGion of the ‘genitals’ mutt efpe- 
_ cially o¢cur in plethoric habits ; and*eve- 
ry circumftance mentioned in the hiftory 
| of the. 
nion wit y refpe a. to its proximate caufe. 

e * 


“\ ae ’ ee) $ Ae 


YSI “ 9 if ie os Fr FRESE Re 


* Hi 


Vor. Iv. ini) bi MDXXIV. 


difeafe ferves to confirm. this opi- 
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: Fram ws view of the fubjed, the ana=- 

logy of hyfteria and epilepfy will readily 

appear 5 and why, therefore, I am to 

fay that the indications of cure are the 

fame in both. , 

As the indications, fo the {everal means 
of anfwering them, are fo much the fame 
in both difeafes, that the fame obfervations | 
and direétions, with regard to the choice ‘ 
‘and employment of thefe remedies, that 
have been delivered above on the fubject 
of epilepfy, will apply pretty exactly to 
hyfteria; and therefore not be yepeated 
Bers yo ? 5p 
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HIS difeafe has been fo exactly and 
fully defcribed in books that are in | 
every body’s hands, that it is on no ac- 
: count neceflary for me to give any hiftory 
of it here; and with refpeé to the patho- 
logy of it, I find that I can fay. nothing 
fatisfying to myfelf, or that I can expect © 
to prove fo to others. I find alfo, with re- 
H 2 {pect 
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fpect to the cure of this difeafe, that there 
is no fubject in which the fallacy of expe- 
rience appears more ftrongly than in this. 
From the moft ancient to the prefent : 
times, many remedies for preventing and 
curing this difeafe have been recommend- 
ed under the fanction of pretended ex- 
perience, and have perhaps alfo kept their 
credit for fome time: but facceeding : 
times have generally, upon the fame 
eround of experience, deftroyed that cre- 
dit entirely ; and moft of the remedies 
formerly employed are now fallen into 
abfolute neglect. In the prefent age, fome — 
new remedies have been propofed, and 
have experience alleged. to vouch for their 
efficacy; but many doubts ftill remain 
with refpect to this: and though I can-— 
not determine in this matter from my 
own experience, 1 think it incumbent 
on me to give the belt ae I can 
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form with refpec to the choice of the re- 
' medies at prefent recommended. 


MDXXVI, 


Iam, in the firft place, firmly perfua- 
ded, that the moftcertain means of pre- 
venting the confequences of the bite, is to 
cut out, or otherwife deftroy, the part in 
which the bite has been made. In this 
every body agrees; but with this differ- 
ence, that fome are of opinion that it can 
only be effeGtual when it is done very foon 
after the wound has been made, and they 
therefore neglect it when this opportunity 
is miffed. There have been, however, no 
_experiments made proper to determine this 
matter; and there are many confidera- 
tions which lead me to think, that the 
poifon is not immediately communicated 
to the fyftem; and therefore, that this _ 

meafure of deftroying the part may be 


se Gi _ practifed 
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practifed with advantage, even many days 
_ after the bite has been given, ~ 


-MDXXVIL 


Whilft the ftate of our experience, with 
_ refpect to feveral remedies now in ufe, is 


uncertain, I cannot venture to affert ae 
any of thefe is abfolutely ineffectual ; but 
I can give it as my opinion, that the efi- 


cacy of mercury, given very largely, and 


perfifted in for a long time, both as 4 


means of preventing the difeafe, and of 
curing it when it has actually come on, is 
better fupported by experience than that of 
any other remedy now propofed, or com 
monly employed, 
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VESANIA, 
OR OF THE 


DISORDERS or ruz INTELLECTUAL 
FUNCTIONS. 
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Or VESANIZ IN GENERAL. 


| MDXXVIII. | 

y HE Nofologitts, Sauvages and Sagar, 
| in a clafs of difeafes under the title 
of VesAN1z, have comprehended the two 
ss eo orders 
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sides of Hallucinationes or Falfe Percep= — 
tions, and: of Moroft tates or Etroneous Ap- 


petites and Paflions ; and in like manner, 


Linnzus in-his clafs of MENTALES, cor- 


refponding to the Vefaniz of Sauvages, has 


comprehended the two orders. of Jmogina~ 


vii and | Pathetic, aeatty the faine with the 


Hallucinationes and, Morofitates of that au- 
thor. This, however, from feveral cons 
fiderations, appears td Me im proper; -and- 
I have therefore formed:a élafs of Velania 
nearly the fame with the Paranoiz of Vo=" 
gel, excluding from it the Hallucinationes 


and Morofitates, which Thaye referred to the 
Morbi Locales. Mr Vogel has done the like, 


in feparating from the’ Paranote the fale: 


perceptions and erronecus appetites; and 
has thrown thefe into another clafs,towhich 
he nas & given the title of Lee: 


7 + 
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Tt is indeed true, that certain hallucina- 
tiones and morofitates are frequently com> 
bined. with what! I propofe to confider as 
- firidtly a vefania or an erroneous judge- 
ment; and fometimes the hallucinationes 
feern to lay the foundation of, and to form 
almoft entirely, the vefania. But as moft 
part of the hallucinationes enumerated’ by 
the Nofologifts are:affections purely topical, 
and. induce no other error of judgment be-: 
fide that which relates to the fingle objec 
of the fenfe or particular organ affect- 
ed; fo thefe are certainly. to be fepara- 
ted from. the difeafes which confift in a 
more general affeCtion of the judgement. 

Even when the hallucinationes conftantly 
- accompany. or feem to induce the vefania, 
yet being fuch as arife from internal cau- 
-fes, and may be prefumed to arife from 
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tion; 
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tion of the judgment, they are therefore 
to be confidered as fymptoms of this only. 
In like manner I judge with refpec to 
the morofitates, or erroneous paflions, that 
accompany vefania ; which, as confequen- 
| ces of a falfe judgment, muft be confidered 
as atifing from the fame caufes, and as 
fy: mptoms only, of the more euenieal affec- 
tion. | . 3 
There is, ‘indeed one cafe of a morofitas 
which feems to induce a vefania, or more 


general affection of the judgment; and this 


may lead us to confider the vefania, in this 
cafe, as a fymptom of an erroneous appetite, 
but will not afford any good reafon for com- 
prehending the morofitates in general under 
the vefaniz, confidered as primary difeafes. 
The limitation, therefore, of the clafs of | 
Vefaniz to the lefions of our judging fa- 
culty, feems from every confideration to 
be proper. — ae: 
- The particular i Cedies to be OBEET ES 
ie | ~ hended 


OF iPYS ECR ary 


hended underthisclafs, may be diftinguifh- 
ed according as they affect perfons in the 
time of waking or of fleeping. Thofe which 
affect men awake, may again be confidered, 

as they confift in an erroneous judgment, 
to which I fhall give the appellation. of 
Delirium; or as they confift in a weaknels 
or imperfection of judgment, which I 
fhall name Fatuity. I begin hie the con= 
fideration of Delirium, | | 


MDXXX. 


As men differ scat in ae foundaeh 
and force of their judgment, fo it may be 
proper here toafcertain more precifely what 
error or imperfection of our judging fa- 
culty is to be confidered as morbid, and : 
to admit of the appellations of Delirium 
and Fatuity. ‘In doing this, | thall firft 
confider the morbid errors of judgment 
under the general appellation of Delirium, 
which - 
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which has been commonly employed to 
denote every mode of fuch error. 


MDXXXI. 


As our judgment is chiefly exercifed in. 
_ difcerning and judging of the feveral re- 
lations of things, I apprehend that deli- 
rium ‘may be defined to-be,;—In a perfon 
awake, a falfe or miftaken judgment of 
thofe relations of things, which, as occur- 
ring moft frequently in life, are thofe 
about which the generality of men form 
, the fame judgment ; and particularly when 
the judgment is very different from what 
the- perfon himfelf had before ufually 
formed. | 
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With this ‘hitakeh judement of rela- 
tions there is frequently joined fome falfe 
percep- 
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perception of external objects, without any 
evident fault in the organs of fenfe, and 
which feems therefore to depend upon an 
internal caufe; that is, upon the imagina= 


tion arifing from a condition in the brain 


_prefenting objects which are not actually 


prefent. Such falfe perceptions mutt necef- 
farily occafion a delirium, or an erroneous 


judgment, which is to be confidered as the 
difeafe, | 


MDXXXII. 


Another circumftance, commonly at- 


tending delirium, is, a very unufual affo- 


ciation of ideas. As, with refpect to mott 
of the affairs of common life, the ideas 
laid up in the memory are, in moft men, 
affociated i in the fame manner 5 fo a very 
unufual affociation, in any individual, 
muft prevent his forming the ordinary 
judgment ‘of thofe relations which are 

| the 
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the moft common foundation of affo= 


ciation in the memory: and, therefore this: 


-unufual.and commonly hurried affociation 
of ideas, ufually is, and may be confidered 


as, a part of delirium. In particular it 


may be confidered as a certain mark of a 
general morbid affection of the intellec- 


tual organs, it being an interruption of 


perverfion of the ordinary operations of 


memory, the common and _ neceflary 
foundation of the exercife of ° judge- 
ment. | 


MDXXXIV. 


Athird circumftance attending delirium, 
is an emotion or paflion, fometimes of the 
angry, fometimes of the timid kind; and _ 


from whatever caufe in the perception or 
judgment, it is not proportioned to fuch 
caufe, either in the manner formerly cuf- 
- tomary to the perfon himfelf, or in the 
man 


~ 
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manner ufual with the generality of other 
cana 3 
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Delirium, then, may be more fhortly de- 
fined,—In a perfon awake, a falfe judge- 
ment arifing from perceptions of ima- 
- gination, or from falfe recollection, and 
commonly producing difproportionate e= 
‘Motions. . } 
Such delirium is of two anae as it is” 
combined with pyrexia and sematole af~ 
- feGtions; or, as it is entirely without any 
fuch combination. It is the latter cafe 
that we name Jnfanity; and it is this kind 
of delirium only, that I am to treat of 
here. 


MDXXXVI. 


_Infanity may perhaps be properly 
_ con- 


“ 


confidered as a genus comprehending many 
different fpecies, each’ of which may de- 
ferve our attention ; but before proceed 
ing to the confideration of particular fpe- 
cies, I think ‘it proper to attempt an in- 


veftigation of the caufe of infanity i in ce 


| eral. 
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In doing this, I hall take it for granted, 


as demonttrated elfewhere, that although 
_ this difeafe feems to be chiefly, and fome- 


times folely, an affection of the mind; yet 


the connection between the mind and body — 
in this life j is Sach; that thefe affedions of : 


the mind mutt be confidered as depending 
upon a certain ftate of our corporeal part. 


- See Halleri Prim. Lin. Phyfiolog. § DLXx. 


See Boerhaavii Inf. Med. § DLXXXI. 
DCXCVI. | 
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Admitting this propofition, I muft in 
the next place affume another, which I 
likewife fuppofe to be demonftrated elfe- 
where. ‘This is, that the part of our body 
moreimmediately connected withthe mind, 
and therefore more efpecially concerned 
_ in every affection of the intellectual func- 
tions, is the common origin of the nerves; 
which I fhall, in what follows, {peak ns 
under the appellation of the Brain. 
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- Here, however, in atarace this laft 
propofition, a very great difficulty im- 
mediately prefents itfelf. Although we 
cannot doubt that the operations of our — 
intellect always depend upon certain 
motions taking place in the brain, (fee 
7 Gaub. Path. Med. § 523.)3 yet thefe 
motions have never been the objects of 

Vo1, IV, ‘Fy our. 
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our fenfes, nor have we been able:to per- 
ceive that any particular part of the brain 
has more concern in the operations. of our 
- intellect than any other. Neither have we 
attained any knowledge. of what fhare the 
feveral parts of the brain, have in that 
operation; and therefore, in this fitua~ 
tion of our fcience, it muft be a very dif 

ficult matter to difcover thofe ftates of the 
"brain that tnay give occafion to the va- 
rious ftate of our intelle@tual func- 
tons, api ut 30 motte so : 
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- It may be obferved, pat i different ftate 
of the motion of- the blood in the veflels of ps 
the brain has fome fhare in affeéting the 
operations of the intelle&; and phyficians, 
in feeking for the caufes of the different 
ftatés of our ‘intelleCual functions, have 
hardly | looked further than into the ftate of 

71 othe 


OOF i PEO Y/S TC: 123 
thé motion of the blood, or into the condi- 
tion of the blood itfelf: but it is evident 
~ that the operations of the intellectual func- 
tions ordinarily go on, and are often confi- 
_derably varied, without our being able to 
perceive any. difference either in the mo= 
tions or in the condition en the blood. 


MDL. 
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ction the other hand, it is very probable 
that the ftate of the intelle@tual functions 
ilepends chiefly upon the ftate and condi« 
tion of what is termed the Nervous Power, 
or, as we fuppofe, of a fubtile very move= 
able fluid, included: or inherent, in aman- 
ner we do not clearly underftand, in every 
part of the medullary fubftance of the 
brain and nerves,and whichin a living and 
healthy manis capable of being moved from 
every one part to Sieh other of the ner- 
vous fyftem. 
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With cana to this power, we have 
pretty clear proof that it frequently has a 
motion from the fentient extremities of 
the nerves towards the brain, and thereby 
produces fenfation; and we have the fame 
proof, that in confequence of Jolition the 
nervous power has amotion from the brain. 
‘nto the mufcles or organs of motion. Accor- 
dingly, as fenfation excites our intellectual 

operations, and volition is the effectof thefe, 
and as the connection between fenfation 
and volition is always by the intervention | 
of the brain and of intellectual operations; 
fo we can hardly doubt, that thefe latter — 
depend upon certain motions, a and the va- 
rious modification or thefe motions, in in the 


‘ 


brain. 
‘MDXLIEL 
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~ "Yo afcertain the different ftates of thefe 
motions may be very difficult ; and phy- 
ficians have commonly confidered i it to be | 

fo very myfterious, that they have gene- 
“rally defpaired. of attaining any know- 
ledge with regard: to it: but I confider 
fuch abfolute defpair, and the negligence 
it infpires, to be always very blameable ; 
and I fhail now venture to go fome length 
in the inquiry, hoping that fome {teps 
made with tolerable firmnefs may enable 
-usto go ftill further. 


MOSTAN. 


To thie ely I ‘hank it bat 
that the nervous power, in the whole as 
well as in the feveral parts of the nervous. 
fyftem, and particularly in the brain, is 
at different times. in different degrees of 

I 3 mobi- 


126) BR ArGyT: Lice 


rpbility and force. To thefe different 


ftates, I beg leave to apply the terms of 


Excitement and Collapfe. ‘To that, ftate 


in which the mobility and force are fufh- 
cient for the exercife of the fungtions, or 
when thefe ftates are any way preternatu- 
rally increafed, I give the name of excite= 


ment; and to that ftate in which the mo- 
bility and force are not fufficient for the 
ordinary exercife of she functions, or when 


they are diminifhed from the ftate in 
which they had been before, I give the 
mame of Collapje. I beg, however, it may 
‘ be obferved, that by thefe terms I mean 
to exprefs matters of fact only; and 
without intending, by’thefe terms, to ex- 


plain the circumftance or condition, me-_ 


chanical or phyfical, of the nervous power 
or fluid in thefe different flates: © : 
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MDXLV. 


_ That thefe different {tates of excitement 
and collapfe take place on different occa 
fions, muft, I think, be manifeft from num- 
berlefs phenomena of the animal ccono- — 
my: but it is efpecially to our prefent 
purpofe to obferve, that the different ftates 
of excitement and collapfe, are in no in- 
{tance more remarkable, than.in the dif- 
ferent ftates of waking and fleeping. In 
the latter, when quite complete, the mo- 
tion and mobility of the nervous power, 
- with refpect to the whole of what are call- 
ed the Animal Funétions, entirely  ceafe, 
or, as I would exprefs it, ‘are in a ftate of 
collapfe ; and: are very different from the | 
ftate of waking, which in healthy perfons 
I would call a ftate of general and entire 
excitement. 
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This difference in the Giaei afi oi ner= 
vous power in fleeping and waking being 
| admitted, I muft. in the next place ob- 
ferve, that when thefe ftates are changed 


from the one into the other, as common- 


ly happens every day, the change is hardly é 


‘ 4 
ele 


ever made inftantaneoufly, but almoft al- - 


ways by. degrees, and in fome length of | 


time only: and, this may be obferved 


with refpe& to both fenfe and motion. © 


Thus when a perfon. is falling afleep, 
the fenfibility is gradually diminithed : fo 
that, altho’ fome degree of fleep has come 
‘on, flight impreffions will excite fenfation, 
and bring back excitement; which the fame, 


or even ftronger impreffions, will be infuf- — 


ficient to produce when the ftate of fleep 


has continued longer, and is,.as' we may 
fay, more complete. In like manner, the 
power of yolunary, motion is gradually 

dimir 
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diminifhed. In fome members it fails 
'fooner than in others ; and it is fome time 
before it becomes general on confiderable 
-over the whole. » : 

“The fame eradual roBHUR may be re- 
dnanted 3 in a perfon’s coming out of fleep: 
The ears in this cafe are often awake before 
the eyes are ‘opened or fee clearly, and the 
fenfes are often awake before the power of 
voluntary motion is recovered; and it is 
curious to obferve, that, in fome cafes, fen- 
fations may be excited without producing. 
the ordinary affociation of ideas. See 
Mem. de Berlin, 1752. oa 


ARSE MDX LVL, , 
‘From all this, I think it will clearly 
appear, that not only the different ftates 
of excitement and collapfe can take place 
in different degrees, but that they can 
take place in different parts of the brain, 
$n | OF 
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or at leaft with refpet to the different — 
functions, in different degrees... j 
AsI prefume that almoft every shige bas 
perceived the gradual approach of fleep- — 
ing and waking, I likewife fuppofe every 
“perfon has obferved, that, in. fuch inter- 
‘mediate ftate of unequal excitement, there” 
-almoft always occurs more or lefs of deli-. 
‘yium, or dreaming, if any body choofes to 
call it fo. There are im this ftate falfe | 
perceptions,’ falfe affociations, falfe judge- 
ments, and difproportionate emotions ; in 
fhort, all the circumftances aS have > 
above defined delirium: 4 4 
This clearly fhows, that andittecas may 
depend, and I fhall Hereafter endeavour 
to prove that it commonly does. depend, 
upon fome inequality in the excitement 
of the brain; and that both thefe affer- 
tions are founded on this, that, in or- q 
der to the proper exercife of our, intel- 
Jeétual faritbions; the excitement, mut be 
com- 
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complete, and equal in every part of the 
brain. For though we cannot fay that the 
veftiges of ideas are laid up in different 
‘parts of the brain, or that they are in fome 
meafure diffufed over the whole, it will 
follow upon either fuppofition, that as our 
yeafoning or intelleétual operations always 
require the orderly and exact recollection 
or memory of affociated ideas; fo, if any 
part of the brain is not excited, or not ex- 
eitable, that recollection cannot properly 
take place, while at the fame: time other: 
parts of the brain, more excited and ex- 
citable, may give falfe perceptions, : falogie 
- tions, and judgments. . | 


. iceaiAlney 
It will ferve to sIhaGeate, es ane the 3 
| edllapte 3 in fleep i is more or lefs complete ;_ 
or that the fleep, as we commonly f{peak, is 
more or lefs profound: and therefore, that, 


in many cafes, snOEN fleep takes place toa 
confi- 
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-confiderable degree, yet certain impreffions 
‘do ftill take effect, and excite motions, or, if 
youwill, {enfations, 1 in the brain; butwhich 
fenfations, upon account of the collapfed 
‘ftate of fo preat a part of the brain, are gene- 
‘rally of the delirious kind, or dreams, con 
“fitting of falfe perceptions, affociations, and 
judgments, that would have been corrected 
af the brain had been entirely aaiiail 
‘Every one, I believe, has obferved, that 
the moft imperfect fleeps are thofe chiefly 
attended with dreaming ; that dreams, 
the: ‘efore, moft commonly occur towards 
morning, when the complete ftate of fleepis 
pafling away; and, further, that dreams are 
moft commonly excited by ftrong and. un- 
eafy impreflions made upon the body. 
Lapprehend it-may alfobe an illuftration 
of the fame thing, that, even in waking 
hours, we “have an inftance of an unequal 
ftate.of excitement in the brain producing | 
bi desi Such, I think, occurs in the 
cafe 


| 
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eafe of fever. In this, it is manifeft, 
that the energy of the brain, or its excite- 
- ment, is confiderably diminifhed with re- 
- fpeét to ‘the animal fun@ions: and it is 
accordingly upon this ground that I have 
explained above, in XLV. the delirium 


_ which fo commonly attends fever. To 


what I have there faid I fhall here only 
add, that it may ferve to. confirm my 
doctrine, that the delirium in fever comes 
on ata certain period of the difeafe only, 
and that we can commonly difcern its 
approach by a more than ufual degree of it 
appearing in the time of the patient’s fal- 
ling into or coming out of fleep. It ap- 
pears therefore, that delirium, when it firft 
‘comes on in fever, depends upon an in-= 
equality of excitement; and it can hardly 
be doubted, that the delirium which comes 
at length to prevail i in the entirely weaken- 
ed {tate of fevers, depends upon the fame 
caufe prevailing in a more confiderable 
degree, 

MDXLIX, 
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eon iva sdictatsbercthlos delivered, mie 
itwill be fufficiently evident, that delirium 
may be, and frequently is, occafioned by 
an inequality in the excitement of the 
brain. : 
How the different portions ‘cs shi mene | 
may at the fame time be excited or collap= 
fed in different degrees, or how. the ener- 
ey of the brain may be in different degrees : 
of force, with refpect to the feveral animal, 
vital, and natural fundtions, I cannot pre- 
tend to explain; but it is fufficiently evi- 
dent in fact, that the brain may be at ole 
and the fame time in different conditions 
with refpect to: thefe fundtions. Thus in 
inflammatory difeafes, when by a ftimu« 
lus applied to the brain the force of the — 
vital functions 1s preternaturally increafed, 
that of the animal is either little: changed, 
or confiderably diminifhed. On the con= 
‘arf 
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trary, im many cafes of mania, the force 
of the animal functions depending always - 
on the brain, is prodigioufly increafed, 
while the ftate of the vital function in the 
heart is very little or not at all changed. 
I mutt therefore fay again, that how dif- 
ficult foever it may be to explain the me- 
chanical or: phyfical condition of the brain 
in fuch cafes, the facts are fufficient to 
-fhow that there is fuch an inequality as 
may difturb our intellectual operations. 
angle rae Hah ede to ‘explain the 
ie caufe of Delirium : which i is of two 
kinds ; ‘according as itis with, of without, 
pyrexia... Of the firft take no further no- 
- tice here, having explained j it as well as I 
cole: ‘above i in XLV. Mh 
“y proceed r now to confider that delirium 
| which properly belongs to the clafs of Ve- 
2  faniz 
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faniz, and which I fhall treat of under the 
_ general title of sit ba id 


~ MDLI-L 


‘In entering upon this fubject, it im- 
peediacaly occurs, that in many inftan= 4 
ces of infanity, we find, upon. diffection 
after death, that peculiar circumftances 
had taken place in the general condition 
of the brain. In many cafes, it has been 
found of a ‘drier, harder, and firmer con- 
fiftence, than what it is ufually of in per- 
fons who had not been affected with that 
difeafe. In other cafes, it has been found in 
a more hamid; foft,; and flaccid ftate; and 
in the obfervations of the late Mr Meckel *, 

it has been found confiderably changed in 
3 | ; prt Ly its 

* Memoir. de Berlin pour Pannée 1764. It appeared in 
many inftances of infane perfons, that the medullary fub- 
flance of the cerebrum was drier, and of a lefs fpecific 


gravity, than in perfons who had been always of a found 
judgment. Anes 
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its. denfity or fpecific gravity. Whether 
thefe different ftates have been obfetved té 
be uniformly the fame over tle whole of 
the brain, I cannot certainly learn; and I 
- fufpect the difleftors have not always accu~ 
rately inquired into this circumftance: but 
in fevéral inftances, it appears that thefe 
ftates had been different in different parts 
of the brain; and inftances of this inequa~ 
: lity will afford a confirmation of our ge- 
“ neral doétrine. | 

“The accurate Morgagni has haba 
that in thanidcal perfons thé medullary ’ 
portion of the brain is unufually dry, 
hard} and firm: Arid this hée had fo fre 
quently obferved, that he was difpofed to 
| confider it as fenerally the cafe. But in 
thoft “of the particular ‘inftances which 
he has given, it appears, that, for the 
moft part, while the cerebrum was of an 
ubufually hard and firm confiftence, the 
cerebellum was of its ufaal foftnefs, and 

Von. Ly OK dasiicuieate (| 
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in many of the cafes it was unufually 
foft and. flaccid. In fome other cafes, 
Morgagni- obferves, that while a part of 
the cerebrum was harder and firmer than 
ordinary, other parts of it were preterna- 


~ 


eurally £ foft. 
MDLIL 


Thele aa atine tend to confirm our 
oeneral do@trine: and thereare others which 
I think wall apply to the fame purpofe. 

Upon the diffection of the bodies. of 
perfens who had laboured under infani-~ 
ty, various organic affections have been 
difcovered in particular parts of the brain ; : 
and it is fufficiently probable, that fuch.or-~ | 
ganic affections might have produced a dif- 
ferent degree of excitement in the free and 
affected parts; and muft have interrupted. 
in fome meafure the free communication 
between the feveral parts of the brain, 


~ 
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and in either way have occafioned infa~ 
_ nity. | 

There have occurred fo many inftances of 
this kind, that I believe phyficians are ge- 
| nerally difpofed to fufpect organic lefions 
of the brain to. exitt i in almoft every cafe 


of infanity. 


MDLIUI. 


This, however, is pet a Tmiftake: 
for we know that there have been many in- 
{tances of infanity from which the perfons 
have entirely recovered ; and it is dif 
ficult to fuppofe that any “organic le- 
fions of the brain had in fuch cafe taken ° 
place. Such tranfitory cafes, indeed, render 
mit probable, that a ftate of excitement, 
changeable ‘by various caufes, had been 
the caufe of fuch inftances of infanity. 
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MDLIV. 


It ig indeed further afferted, that in — 


many inftances of infane perfons, their 
brain had been examined after death, with- 
out fhowing that any organic lefions had 
before fubfifted in the brain, or finding that 


any morbid {tate of the brain then appear- 


ed. This,no doubt, may ferve to fhow, that 4 


organic lefions had not been the caufe of 


the difeafe; but it does not affure us that | 


no morbid change had taken place i in the 


brain < for it is probable, that the diffec- 
tors were not always aware of its being 
the general condition of hardnefs and den- 
fity, as different in different parts of the 


brain, that was to be attended to, in order — 


to difcover the caufe of the preceding dif- 


eafe; and therefore - many of them had 


not with this view examined the ftate of © 


the brain, as Morgagni feems carefully to 


have done. - ae 
MDLV. 


ay 
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Having thus endeavoured to inveftigate 
the caufe of infanity in general, it were. ; 
to be wifhed that I could apply the doc- 
trine to the diftinguifhing the feveral 
{pecies of it, according as they depend 
upon the different ftate and circumftances 
of the brain, and thereby to the eftablifh~ 
ing of a {cientific and accurately adapted 
method of cure, Thefe purpofes, how- 
ever, appear to. me to be extremely diffi- 
cult to be attained; and I cannot hope to 
execute them here. All I can do is to 
make fome attempts, and offer fome re- 
fletions, which further obfervation, and 
greater, fagacity, may hereafter render 
more ufeful.. 


MDLVI, 


‘The ingenious Dr Arnold has been com- 


K3 men= 
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mendably employed in diftinguifhing the 
different fpecies of infanity as they appear | 
with refpect to the mind ; and his labours. 


may hereafter prove ufeful, when we fhall — 


come to know fomething more of the dif- 
- ferent ftates of the brain correfponding to. 
 thefe different ftates of the mind; but at 
prefent I can make little application of his 


numerous diftinétions. It appears to me 


that he has chiefly pointed out and enu- 


merated diftinétions, that are merely va- 
fieties,; which can lead to litrle or no va= | 
riety of practice: and lam efpecially led 
to form the latter conclufion, becaufe thefe — 


varieties appear to me to be often combi- — 


ned together, and to be often changed i in- 
to one another, in the fame perfon; in 
whom we mutt therefore fuppofe 2 gene- 
ral caufe of the difeafe, which, fo far as 
it can be known, mutt eftablith the pa-- 
thology, and efpeciany direct the prac- | 
tice: 


MDLVIL 
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In my limited views of the different 
{tates of infanity, | mutt go on to confi- 
der them undet the two heads of Mania 
and-Melancholia: and though I am fen- 
fible that thefe two genera do not com= 
prehend the whole of the fpecies of infa- 
nity, Iam not clear in affigning the other 
{pecies, which may not be comprehended 
under thofe titles. I fhall; however, en- 
- deavour, on proper occafions as I go along, 


‘to point them out as well as I can. ~ 


Sete CHAP. 
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Or Mania, or: MADNESS. 


* 


-MDLVIIL 


“HE circumftances which I have men- 


tioned above in MXXXV. as contti- | 


| cuting delirium in general, do more e{pe- 
cially belong to that kind of it whichI fhalk 
treat of here under the title of MANIA. 

: There is fometimes a falfe perception or, 


imagination of things prefent that are not; _ 
| but this 3 is not a conftant, nor even a fre- 


quent, attendant of the difeafe. The falfe 


judgment, 1s of relations long before laid 
pin the memory. It very often turns upon 


| 


one 


= 
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ane fingle fubject: but more commonly 
the mind rambles from one fubject to 
another, with aa equally falfe judgment. 
concerning the moft part of them; andas at 
the fame time there is commonly a falfe 
affociation, this increafes the confufion of 
ideas, and therefore the falfe judgments, 
What for the moft part more efpecially di- ~ 
ftinguifhes the difeafe, is a hurry of mind, 
in purfuing. any thing like a train of 
thought, and in running from one train 
of thought to another. Maniacal perfons 
are in general very irafcible: but what 
more particularly produces their angry 
emotions is, that their falfe ‘judgments 
leading to fome action which is always | 
pufhed with impetuofity and violence ; 
when this is interrupted or. reftrained, 
they break out into .violent anger and 
furious violence again{t every perfon near 
them, and upon every thing that ftands 
in the way of their impetuous will, 
‘ The 
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The falfe judgment often turns upon a 
miftaken opinion of fome injury fappofed 
to have been formerly received, or now 
fuppofed to be intended : and it is remark- 
able, that fuch an opinion is often with 
refpect to their former deareft friends and 
relations ; and therefore their refentment 
and anger is particularly directed towards 
thefe. And altho’ this fhould not bethe cafe, 
‘they commonly foon lofe that refpect and 
regard which they formerly had for their 
friends and relations. With all chefe cir- 
eumiftances, it will be readily perceived, that 
the difeafe muft be attended very ‘con- 
{tantly with’ that” incoherent | and abfurd © 
fpeech we call raving. Further, with the 
circumftances mentioned, there is comi- 
monly joined’ an unufual force in all the 
yoluntary motions; and an ‘infenfibility 
or refiftance’ ‘of the force of all impref- _ 
‘ fons, and particularly a. refiftance of the 
powers of fleep, of cold, and even of hun= 

2 uF oe 
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ger; though indeed in many inftances a 
voracious appetite takes place, | 


MDLIX. 


It appears to .me, that the whole of 
_thefe circumftances and fymptoms point 
out a confiderable and unufual excefs in the 
excitement of the brain, efpecially with 
refpect to the animal fun¢tions; and it ap- 
_ pears at the fame time to be manifeftly in 
fome meafure unequal, as it very often 
takes place with refpect to thefe functions 
alone, while at the fame time the vital and 
natural are commonly very little changed 
from their ordinary healthy ftate. 


MDLX. 


How this excefs of excitement is pro- 
duced, it may be difficult to explain. In 
the various inftances of what Sauvages has 
he: | | named 
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named the Mania Metafiatica, and in alt 
che inftances 1 have mentioned in my No= 
fology under the title of the Mania Corpo- 
rea, it may be fuppofed that a morbid } or= 
gamic affeGtion is produced in fome part of 
‘the brain ; and how that may produce an 
increafed or unequal excitement in certaim 
parts of it, I have endeavoured to explain 
above in MDLII. But I mutt at the fame 
time acknowledge, that fauch remote caufes 
of mania have very rarely occurred; and 
that therefore fome other caufes of the dil~ 
eafe muft be fought for. 

The effeéts of violent emotions or oe 
fions of the mind have more frequently: 
occurred as the remote caufes. of mania; 
and it is fufficiently probable that fuch 
violent emotions, as they do often imme- 
diately produce a temporary increafe of 
excitement, fo they may, upon fome: 9c- 
cafions of their permanent inherence of. 1 
frequent repetition, produce a more confi; 

derable, 
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derable od more permanent excitement; 
that is, a mania. 

With refpect to thofe , baintes of mania 
which arife in confequence of amelancho- 
lia which had ‘previoufly long fubfifted ; 
whether we confider that melancholia as a 
partial infanity, or as a long perfifting at~ 
‘tachment to one train of thinking, t will 
be readily perceived, that in either cafe 
fuch an increafe of excitement may take | 
place in fo confiderable a degree, and in 
fo large a portion of the brain, as may 


give occafion to a complete mania. 
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Thefe confiderations with regard to the - 
remote caufes appear. to me to confirm 
fafficiently our general doétrine of in- 
creafed and. unequal excitement in the 
mania which I have defcribed above; but: 
I muft own, that I have not exhaufted 

the 


the fubject, and that there are cafes of 
mania of which I cannot aflign ‘the 
‘remote caufes: but, although I cannot in 
all cafes explain in what manner the ma- 
nia is produced, I prefume, from the ex- 


planation given, and efpevially from the - 


fymptoms enumerated above, to conclude, 
that the difeafe defcribed above depends 
upon an increafed excitement of the brain ; 


an opinion in which [ am the more con- 


firmed, as I think it will point out the 


proper method of cure. At leaft I think it 
will moft clearly explain the operation of 
thofe remdies, which, fo far as I can learn 


from my own .experience and that of 


others, have proved the moft fuccefsful in- 


this difeafe ; and, to illuftrate this, I now 
enter upon the confideration of thefe re- 
medies, and to make fome remarks upon 
the proper manner of employing them. 


MDLXIL 
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_ Reftraining the anger and violence of 
madmen is always neceflary for prevent- 
ing their hurting themfelves. or others ; 
but this reftraint is alfo to be confidered 
as afremedy. Angry paflions are always 
rendered more violent by the indulgence 
- of the impetuous motions they produce; 
and even in madmen the feeling of re- 
{traint will fometimes prevent the efforts 
which their paflion would otherwife occa- 
fion. Reftraint, therefore, is ufeful, and 
ought to be complete ; but it fhould be exe- 
cuted in the eafieft manner poflible for the 
patient, and’ the ftrait waiftcoat anfwers 
every purpofe better than any other that. 
has yet been thought of. The reftraining 
madmen by the force of other men, as oc-. 
cafioning a conftant ftruggle and violent 
agitation, is often hurtful. Although, on 
many occafions, it may not be fafe to al- 
ey - low 
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low maniacs to be upon their legs or té 
walk about, it is never defirable to confine 
- them to a horizontal fituation; and whén= 


ever it can be admitted, they fhould bé 
' more or lefs in an erect pofture. Although 


there may be no fymptoms of ariy’preter= 
natural fulnefs or increafed -impetus ‘of 
‘blood in the veflels of the brain; a hori+ 
zontal pofture always increafes the falnef 
and tenfion of thefe veflels, and may there# 
by increafe the excitement of the brainy» 
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The reftraint mentioned requirés con= 


finement within doors, and it fhould be in 


a place which prefents’as few objects of fight 


and hearing as poffible; and particularly; 


it fhould be removed from the objets that’ 


the patient was formerly acquainted with, as 


thefe would more readily call up ideasiand: 


their various aflociations. Itis for thisreafon 
Pape atest | that 


a aie 
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that the confinement of madmen fhould 
hardly ever be in their ufual habitation; or 


if they are, that their apartment fhould be 


ftripped. of all its former furniture. It is 


alfo for the moft part proper, that maniacs 


fhould be without the company of any of 
their. former acquaintance; the appear- 
ance of whom commonly excites emotions 
that increafe the difeafe. Strangers may 


at fart be offenfive ; but in a little time 


they come to be objects either of indiffer- 
ence or of fear, and they fhould not be 


frequently changed. 


MDLXIV. 


“ 


_ Fear being a paffion that diminishes ex- 


citement, may therefore be oppofed to the 


excefs of it; and particularly to the angry 
andirafcible excitement of maniacs. Thefe 
being more fufceptible of fear than might 
be expected, it appears to me to have been 
commonly ufeful. In moft cafes it has 
_ Vou. Ty. L ape 
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appeared to me neceflary to employ a very i 


conftant impreffion of fear; and therefore — 
to infpire. them with the awe and dread of 
fome particular perfons, efpecially of thofe 
who are to be conftantly near them. This 
awe and dread is therefore, by one means 
or other, to’ be acquired; in the firtt place; 
by their being the authors of all ‘the re« 
-ftraints that. may be occationally proper; 
but fometimes it maybe neceflary to ace 
quire it even by ftripes and blows.” The 
former, although having the appearance of 
more feverity, are much {afer than {trokes 
or blows about the head. Neither of them, 


A 


however, {hould be employed further than — 


feems very neceffary, and fhould be truited 
only to thofe whofe ‘difcretion can be de- 


pended upon. There 3 is one cafe in-which © 


they are faperfluous ; that is, when the — 


maniacal rage is either not fufceptible of 
fear, ot incapable of remembering“the ob- 
jects of it; for in fuch inftances, ftripes 
and blows would be wanton barbarity. In 

| many 
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many cafes of a. moderate difeafe, it is of 

advantage that the perfons who are the 
authors of reftraint and punifhment fhould 
be tipon other occafions the beftowers of 
every indulgence and gratification that is 
admiffible’s’ never; however, neglecting to 
employ ‘their awe when their indulgence 
thal have led to any abufe. : 


. “* © ~ oe 
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Although in mania, no particular irrita~ 
tion nor fulnefs of the fyftem feem to be | 
prefent, it is plain, that the avoiding all 
irritation and means of fulnefs is proper; 
and therefore, that a:diet neither ftimula- 
ting ‘nor nourifhing is commonly to be 
employed.,, As it may,even be ufeful to 
diminifh the fulnefs. of the fyftem, fo both 
a low and: a {pare diet: is eas in moft. 
cafes'to be of foriviogs Misc toch 
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sevaboak fulnefs of the body be prefent, . it 
may be of advantage to diminifh even its 
ordinary fulnefs by different evacuations. | 

» Bloodletting, j in particular, might be fup-_ - 
pofed ufeful; and in-all recent cafes of 
mania it has been commonly practifed, 
and I think with advantage; but when the 
difeafe has fubfifted for fome time, I have 
feldom found bloodletting of fervice. In 
thofe inftances in which there is any fre- 
quency or fulnefs.of pulfe, or any marks E 
of an increafed impetus*of the blood m 
the vefféls of the head, bloodletting is a 
proper and even aneceflary remedy. Some 
praGtitioners, in fuch cafes, have prefer- 
red a particular manner of bloodletting, 
recommending arteriotomy, fcarifying the | 
hind-head, or opening the jugular vein; 
and, MPSTE any fulnefs or inflammatory 


dif- 
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difpofition in the veffels of the brain, is 
to be fufpected, the opening of the veflels 
neareft to them is likely to be of the great- 
eft fervice. The opening, however, of either 
the temporal artery or the jugular vein 
in maniacal perfons is very often incon- 
venient ; and it may generally be fuffi- 
cient to open a vein in the arm, while 
the body 1 is kept in fomewhat of an erect 
pofture, and fuch a quantity of blood 
drawn as nearly brings on a deliquium 
animi, which is always a pretty certain 
mark of fome diminution of the fulnefs - 
and tenfion of the veffels of the brain. 


-MDLXVIL. 


For the fame purpofe of taking off the 
fulnefs and tenfion of thefe veflels of 
the brain, purging may be employed; and 
Tan in no other view underftand the ce= 
Yebrated ufe of hellebore ‘among the an- 
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cients. “I cannot, however, fuppofe: any | 
fpecific power in hellebore ; and can by no 
means find that, at léafttthe black hellebore, » 
fo efficacious with us as it 18" faid to have 
been at'Anticyra. As coftivenefs, however, 
is commonly a very conftant and: hurtful 
attendant of mania, purgatives come to 
be fometimes very neceflary; and Ihave 
‘known fome benefit obtained from the fre- 
quent ufe of pretty draftic purgatives. In 
this, however, I have been frequently dif- 
appointed ; and I have found more ad- 
vantage from the frequent ufe of cooling 
purgatives, particularly: the foluble tartar, 
than from more draftic medicines, 


MDLXVIL 


Voniiting has alfo bebi ee em- 
ployed in mania; and by determining © 
powerfully to the furface of the body, it 
gi oe diminifh the fulnefs and ten- 

- fion 
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fion of the veflels, and thereby the excite- 
ment of the brain; but I have never car- 
ried the tfe of this remedy fo far as might 
enable me to judge properly of its effects. 
Whether it may do harm by impelling the 
blood too forcibly into, the veflels of , the 
_ brain, or whether byats general agitation 
of the whole fyftem it may remove that in- 
equality of excitement. which prevails in 
mania, I have not had PERG Nene enous 
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Frequent fhaving of the head has been 
found of fervice in mania, and by promo- 
ting per{piration 1t probably takes off from 
the excitement of the internal parts. This, 
however, itis likely, may be more effectual - 
~ dy done by bliftering, which morecertainly 
takes off the excitement of fubjacent parts. 
In recent cafes it has been found ufeful by | 

L4 indu- 
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dnducing fleep; and when it has that effect, 
the repetition of it may be proper?) butin 
‘maniacal cafes that have lafted for fome 
time, bliftering has not appeared to me‘to 
‘be of any fervice; and in fuch cafes alfo 
‘DP have not found perpetual blifters, or any 
‘other form of iffuep prove ufeful,) 

MDLXX. 
_ As heat is the principal means of firft 
exciting the nervous fyftem, and eftablifh- 
ing the nérvous power and vital principle 
in animals; fo, in cafes of preternatural 
‘excitement, the application of cold might 
be fuppofed.a proper remedy: but there are 
many inftances of maniacs who have been 
expofed for a great length of time toa con= 
fiderable degree of cold: without having 
their fymptoms anywife-relieved) This - 
may render in general the application of 
-eold a doubtful remedy ; but itis at the 
Seshiay) ws ’ fame 
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fame time certain, that maniacs have often 
‘been relieved, and fometimes entirely cu- 
‘red; by theufe of cold bathing; efpecially 
-whenadminiftered in «a certain manner. 
This feems to confit, in throwing the mad= 
man into the cold water by furprife; by 
detaining himin it for fome length of time; 
and, pouring water frequently upon. the 
head, while the whole of the body except 
the head is immerfed in the water; and 
thus managing the whole procefs, fo as 
that, with the affiftance of fome fear, a re- 
frigerant effeét may be produced. This, I 
'-can affirm, has been often ufeful; and'that 
‘the external application of cold may be of , 
fervice, we know further, from the benefit 
‘which has been received in fome maniacal 
eafes from’ the application of ice and fnow 
to the naked head, and.from the applica- 
“tion of the noted ‘Clay Cap. | 

- Warmbathing alfohas been recommend~ 
« ef fone’ practical writers, and in fome 

js rigid 
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rigid melancholic habits it may poflibly 
-be ufeful, or as employed: inthe manner 
prefcribed by fome, of immerfing the lower 
parts of the body in warm: water, while 
cold: water is poured upon the head and 
upper parts. » Of this: practice, however, I 
have had no experience; and 1n the com- 
mon manner of employing warm bathing 
I have found it rather hurtful to maniacs. _ 
~MDLXXI. - 

According to my fuppofition that the 
difeafe depénds upon an increafed excite- 
“ment of thé brain,. éfpecially with refpect 
to the animal fun@ions,,.opiam, fo com- 
monly powerful in inducing’ fleep, or.a 
confiderable collapfe as to. thefe functions, 
fhould be a powetful remédy. of mania. 
_ That it has truly proved. fuch, ‘I “believe 
from the teftimony of. Bernard. Huet, 


estes ‘practice: 1s narrated, at. the end of 
binhs Wep- : 


TOE IPEYSTG 3 


Wepferi Hiftoria_ Apopledicorum. I leave 

to my readers to ftudy this in the work 
I have referred °to, where’ every’ part of 
the practice is-fully,’ and, ‘as it appears 
_‘to’-me, very ‘judicioufly: delivered. I 
have never indeed carried the-trial fo far 
as feems to be requifite to’ an entire cure: 
_ but I have frequently employed in fome 
maniacal cafes, large dofes of opium ; and 
when they had the effe@t of inducing fleep, 
it was manifeftly with advantage. © At the 
fame time,.in fome-cafes, from doubts, 
whether thé difeafe might nat depend up- 
on fome organic lefions of the brain, when 
the opium would be fuperfluous; and in. 
other cafes, from: doubts, whether there 
might not be fome inflammatory affection 
joined with ‘the mania, when the opium 
would be hurtful’; Ihave never pufhed 
this remedy to’ the. extent: that’ might’ be 


" oy 


neeceffary t to maké’an’entife cure. ’ 
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i  Caniphtea ai been. sbbiihusel eater ais 5 
remedy of mania, and there are inftances 
alleged of its having performed an entire 
cure, As it appears from the experiments 
of Beccaria that this fubftance is pofleffed 
of a fedative and narcotic virtue, thefe 
cures are not altogether improbable; ‘but 
im feveral trials, and even in large dofes, I 
have found no benefit from it; and. ex- 
cepting thofe in the Philofophical Tranf- 

actions, No 400. I have hardly met with 
| any other teftimonies in its favour. ~ 


| MDLXXIII. 


T have Bee sae that fivtal maniacs 
have been cured by being compelled to 
- conftant and even hard labour ; and as 
a forced attention to the condud of any 4 
ou samen is a very certain means of 
Tit _ divert- . 
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diverting, the mind from) purfuing any. 

train of thought, .3t is highly probable that 
fuch , exercile may. be ufeful in, many sales 
of mania. oc: oy ESiomé 

— Imuft mga de fabjeaw ak slsferd 
ving, that even in feveral cafes of. complete 
mania, | have known a cure take. place.in 
the courte of a journey. carried. on for fome 
ih of ume. és a, bonis 
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Thefe are the remedies os have a 
chiefly employed in the mania that has 
_ been above defcribed, and I believe they 
have been employed promifcuoufly with- 
out fuppofing that the mania was to be 
diftinguifhed into different fpecies. Indeed 
Iam not ready to fay how far it is to be fo 
diftinguithed, but I fhall. offer one obfer- 
yation which may. poflibly merit attention, 

dt appears | to face that there are two dif 

ferent 
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ferent cafes of mania that are efpecially - 

different according to the original tempe~ 
rament of the perfons: whom the :difeafe 
affeéts. It perhaps occurs moft frequently 
in: perfons: of a melancholic or atrabilarian 
teinperament but it certainly doés alfo of= 
ten? occur in ‘perfons of that very oppo~ 
fite témperament which © phyficians vhave 
named the Sanguine. According? as the 
difeafe happens to occur in perfons of the 
one or other of thefe tempéraments, I ap- 
prehend it may be confidered as of a dif- 
ferent nature; and I believe, ‘that accurate 
obfervation, employed upon a -fafficient 
number of cafes, would difcern fome pretty 
conftant difference, either of the fymptoms, 
or at leaft’ of the ftate of fymptoms, in the 
two cafes. ol imagine that falfe imagina> 
tions, particular averfions and-refentments| “ 
are more ‘fixed and Ready i in the melan- 
cholic than’in the fanguine ; and. that 
fomewhat inflammatory 3 is moré Common- 


ae - ly 
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iy joined with mania in the fanguine than 
in the melancholic. If fuch difference, 
however, does truly take place, it will be 
obvious, that it may be proper to make 
fome difference alfo in the practice. I 
am of. opinion, that in the mania of fan- 
guine perfons, bloodletting and other anti~ 
phlogiftic meafures are more proper, and 
have been more ufeful, than in the melan- 
cholic. I likewife apprehend that cold ba- 
thing is more ufeful 1 in-the fanguine than 
in the melancholic: but I have not had 
experience énough. to afcertain thefe ne 
with fuffictenticonfidence) 05 -- 1 > 
Lhave-only to add this other obfervation, 
that maniacs of the fanguine temperament 
recover more frequently and more entirely 
‘than thofe of the melancholic. 


* 
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Or ‘Mzzancnony, AND OTHER Forms 
: OF Insanity. 


“MDLXXV. 


itiaiuistiaitat has peed commonly 

. confidered as a partial infanity 3 

and as fich it is defined in my Nofology: 
but I now entertain doubrs.if this be:alto- 
gether proper. By-a partial indanity, I un= 
derftand a falfe and miftaken judgment 
upon one particular fubject, and what re= 
lates to it ; whilft, on every other fubject, 
the perfon affected judges as the genera~- 
lity of other men do. Sych cafes have 
Site, certainly 
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certainly occurred; but I believe few in 
which the partial infanity is ftri€tly limi- 
ted. In many ‘cafes of: general infanity, 
there is one fubject of anger or fear, upon 
which the falfe judgment more particular- 
ly turns, or which - ig at leaft more fre-_ 
quently than any: other the prevailing ‘ob= 
ject of delirium : and. though, from the 
inconfiftency which this principal objec 
of delirium muft produce, there is there-~ 
fore alfo a great deal.of infanity with re- 
gard to moft other objects ; yet this laft 
isin very different degrees, both in dite 
ferent 'perfons, ‘and in the fame perfon : at 
; different times. © Thus perfons confidered 
as. generally infane, will) however,. at 
times, and in fome cafes, pretty: conttant= 
ly judge ‘properly enough, of prefent cirs 
‘camftances and. incidental. occurrences; 
though, when thefe obje@s engaging at-. 
tention+ aré not prefented, ‘the operations 
pare 1. dogs ofMisst-isdio do efi 
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of imagination may readily bring back a 
general confufion, or recall the particular — 
object of the delirium. From thefe confi- 
derations, I am inclined to conclude, that 
the limits between general and partial in- 
fanity cannot always be fo exactly aflign- 
ed, as to determine when the partial affec- — 
tion, is to be confidered as giving a pecu- 7 
liar fpecies of difeafe, different from a more 
general infanity. 


MDLXXVI. 


When. infanity, neither ftridtly par- 
tial, nor entirely mor conftantly gene 
ral, occurs in perfons of a fanguine tem= 
perament, and is attended with agreeable, 
rather than with angry or gloomy emo=- 
tions, I think fuch a difeafe muft be 
confidered as different from the Mania 
defcribed above; and alfo, though partial, 

muft 
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‘gauft be held as different from the proper 
Melancholia to be mentioned hereafter. 


MDLXXVII. 


Such a difeafe, as different from thofe 
deferibed MDLIV. requires, in my opi- 
nion, a different: adminiftration of re=- 
‘medies; and it will be proper for me to 
take particular notice of this here. © 
Although it may be neceffary to re- 
{train fuch infane perfons as we have men- 
tioned MDLXXVI. from purfuing the 
objects of their falfe imagination or judge~ 
ment, it will hardly be requifite to employ 
the fame force of reftraint that is neceflary 
in the impetuous and angry mania. It will 
be génerally fufficient to acquire fome awe 
éver them, that may be employed, and 
fometimes even be neceflary, to check the 
_ rambling of their imagination, and inco= 
herency of judgment. 
ie M 2 MDLXXVIIL 


we. Racer cs. 
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The reftraint juft now mentioned as — 
neceflary will generally require the patient's 4 
being confined to one place, for the fake 
of excluding the obje@s, and more parti- 
cularly the perfons, that might excite idéas 
conneéted with the chief objets of their 
delirium. At the fame time, however, if — 
it can be perceived there are objects or — 
_ perfons that can* call off their attention © 
from the purfuit of their own difordered 
qmagination, and can fix it a little upon 
fome others, thefe laft may be frequently 
prefented to them: and for this reafon, a 
journey, both by its having the effect of 
mterrupting all train of thought, and | 
by prefenting objects engaging attention, 
may often be ufeful. In fuch cafes alfo, 
when the infanity, though more efpecially 
fixed upon one miftaken fubjeG, is not con= 
| fined to this alone, but is further apt to : 


ramble. 
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ramble over other fubjects with imcohe- 
rent ideas, | apprehend the confining or — 
forcing fuch perfons to fome conftant uni- 


form labour, may prove an ufeful remedy. 


_. MDLXXIX. 


~ When fuch cafes as in MDLXXVI. oc- 
cur in fanguine temperaments, and may 
therefore-approach more nearly to Phre- 
nitic Delirium; fo, in proportion as the 
fymptoms of this tendency are more evi- 
dent and confiderable, bloodletting and 
purging will be the more proper and ne= 
ceflary. — ee pe Gen 


MDLXXX.. 


"To this fpecies of infanity, when occur 
| ring in fanguine temperaments, whether it 
be more or lefs partial, I apprehend that 
cold bathing is particularly adapted ; while, 

M 3 in 
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in the partial infanity of melancholic per 
fons, as I {hall fhow hereafter, it is eS | 
antianari 
| MDLXXXI. 
Having thus treated of a fpecies of in- 
fanity, different, in my apprehenfion, from 


both the Mania and Melancholia, I pro- — 


ceed to confider what feems more properly : 
to belong to this laft. 


‘MDLXXXIL 


The difeafe which I name Me captain is 
very often a partial infanity only. But as 
‘in many inftances, though the falfe ima- 
gination or judgment feems to be with re- © 
{pect to one fubject only; yet it feldom 
happens that this does not produce much. 
inconfiftency in the other intellectual 
operations: And as, between a very ge- 
neral and a very partial infanity, there 

are 
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are all the poflible intermediate degrees ; 
fo it will be often difficult, or perhaps 
improper, to diftinguifh Melancholia by 
the character of Partial Infanity alone. If 
I miftake not, it muft be chiefly diftin- 
guifhed by its occurring in perfons of me- 
lancholic temperament, and by its being 
always attended with fome feemingly. 
groundlefs, but very anxious, fear. 


MDLXXXIi1. 


To explain the caufe of this, 1 muft ob- 
ferve, that perfons of a melancholic tem- 
perament are for the moft part of a feri- 
ous thoughtful difpofition, and difpofed 
to fear and caution, rather than to hope 
and temerity. Perfons of this caft are lefs 
moveable than others by any impreflions ; 
and are therefore capable of a clofer or 
more continued attention to one particular 
Cham or train | of thinking. They are even 

M4 ready 
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ready to be engaged in a conftant.applica- — 
tion to one fubje@ ; and are remarkably — 
tenacious of whatever emotions hes. haps 
pen to be alfected with. | : 


“MDLXXXIV. 


- Thefe circumftances of the nmelaihebiclie a 
character, feem clearly to fhow;. that per | 
fons ftrongly. affected with it may be rea- 
dily feized with an anxious fear; and that — 
this, when much indulged, as is natural to 
fuch perfons, pa eafily grow into a par= 


tial infanity. it. 19 SIRO n ete OE 
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Fear and dejeCtion of mind, or a:timid 
and defponding difpofition, may arife in — 
certain flates, or upon certain o¢cafions, — 
of mere debility: and it is upon this foot- 
ing, that I fuppofe it fometimes to, attend 
dyfpepfia, But in thefe cafes, I bélieve — 
the 
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the defpondent' difpofition hardly ever ari= 
fes to a confiderable degree, or proves fo 
obftinately fixed as when it occurs in. per>, 
fons of a.melancholic temperament. In 
thefe laft, although the fear proceed. from 
the fame dy{peptic feelings as in the other, 
cafe, yet it will be obvious, that the emotion 
may rife to a more confiderable degree; 
that it may be more anxious, more fixed, 
and more attentive; and therefore may ex- 
hibit all the various circumf{tances which I 
have mentioned in MCCXXIL. to take place 
in the difeafe ng ine POCHONDRIASIS. 


/MDLEXXVL 


Tn cae men fabjed paciciesli in 
: diftinguifhing Dyfpepfia from Hypochon- 
driafis, although the fymptoms affecting 
the body. be: very much :the fame in both, 

and even thofe, affecting , the mind be 
- fomewhat fimilar, 1 found no difficulty in 
die 
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diftinguifhing the latter difeafe, merely — 
from its occurring in perfons of a melan- 
cholic temperament. But I muft now ac- 
knowledge that I am at a lofs to determine 
‘how in all cafes hypochondriafis and me= 
lancholia may be diftinguifhed from one 
another, whilft the fame pamapitigresens( 1s 
common to both. rr 
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L apprehend, however, that the diftinc- . 
tion may be generally afcertained in the 
following manner. 

The hypochondriafis I would confider 
as being always attended with dy{fpeptic 
fymptoms : and though there may be, at 
the fame time, an anxious melancholic fear 
arifing from the feeling of thefe fymptoms; 
yet while this fear is only a miftaken judge- 
ment with refpect to the ftate of the per- 
fon s own health, and to the danger to be 

OE from 
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from thence apprehended, I would ftill 
confider the difeafe as a hypochondriafis, 
and as diftinct from the proper melan- 

cholia. But when ani anxious fear and de- 
- fpondency arifes from a’ miftaken judge- 
ment with refpe@ to other circumftances 
than thofe of health, and more efpecially 
when the perfon is at the fame time with- 
out any dyfpeptic fymptoms, every one 
will readily allow this to be a difeafe 
widely different from both dyfpepfia and 
hypochondriafis ; and it is, what I would 
ftrictly name Melancholia. 


MDLXXXVIIL. 


Th fot there feems Pal difficulty: but 
as an exquifitely melancholic temperament 
may induce a torpor and flownefs in the ac- 
tion of the ftomach, fo it generally produces 
fome dyfpeptic fymptoms; and from thence. 
there may be fome difficulty in diftinguifh- 

Ang 
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ing fuch a cafe from hypochondriafis. But 
1 would maintain, however, that when the 
characters of the temperament are ftrongly 
marked; and more particularly when the 
falfe imagination turns upon other fubjects 
than that of health, or when, though rela- 
tive to the perfon’s own body, “it is of a 
eroundlefs and abfurd kind; then; :not+ 
withftanding the appearance of fome dyf> 
peptic fymptoms, the cafeiis ftill'to be con~ 
‘fidered as that of a inekancholia; rather ed 
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‘ Mi. 


The difeafe of melancholia, therefore, 
manifeftly depends upon ‘the general ‘tem- 
perament of ‘the body: ‘and although, 
in many perfons, this temperament 18 not 
attended with any morbid affeGtion either 
of mind or body; yet whén’ it! ‘becomes 
exquifitely formed, and is in a high degree, 


rf 
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it may become a difeafe affecting both, and 
particularly the mind. , It will therefore be 
proper to confider in what this melancho- 
lic temperament efpecially confifts: and to 
this purpofe, it may be obferved, that in it 
there is a degree of torpor in the motion of 
the nervous power, both with ref pect tofen= 
- fation and‘volition; that there is a gene- 
ral rigidity of the fimplefolids ; and that 
the balance of the fanguiferous fyftem is 
upon the fide of the veins. But all thefe 
circumftances are the directly oppofite of 
thofe of the fanguine temperament; and 
ynuft therefore alfo. hr yam an ni sek 
tate of mind, 
siediss ays ohaausia 

lt is this Rate of the mind, and the ftate 
of the brain correfponding to it, that is | 
the chief object of our prefent confide- 


 ¥ation. But what that ftate of the brain 
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is will be fuppofed to be difficult to -ex 
plain; and it may eeiteps feem rath i in 
“me to attempt it. B 
I will, however, venture to fay, that 1 it 18 
probable the melancholic temperament of 
mind depends upon a drier and firmer — 
texture in the medullary fubftance of the — 
brain ; and that this perhaps proceeds from 
a certain want of fluid in that fubftance, 
which appears from its being of a lefler {pe= 
cific gravity than ufual. That this ftate of 
the brain in melancholia does actually ex- 
ift, I conclude, ff, from the general rigi- 
dity of the wholehabit; and, /econdly, from 
- diffeGions, thowing fuch a ftate’of the 
brain to have taken place in mania, which 
is often no other than a higher. degree of 
melancholia. It does not appear to me 
anywife difficult to fuppofe, that the fame’ 
{tate of the brain may in a moderate de- 
gree give melancholia, and in a higher 
that mania which melancholia ; fo often 
1 _pafies 


OF PHYSIG 18 


paffes into; efpecially if I fhall be al- 
lowed further to fuppofe, that either a 
greater degree of firmnefs in the fubftance 
of the brain may render it fufceptible of a 
higher degree of excitement, or that one 
portion of the brain may be liable to ac-~ 
quire a greater firmne(fs than others, and 
confequently give occafion to that inequa- 
lity of excitement, upon which mania fo 
muchdepends. . 
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[have thus endeavoured to deliver what 
appears to me mott probable with re{pect 
to the proximate caufe of melancholia ; 
and although the matter fhould in fome re- 
{pects remain doubtful, I am well perfua- 
ded that thefe obfervations may often be. 
employed to direct our practice in this 
difeafe, as I fhall now endeavour to fhow. 


MPXCII. 
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In Saat of elie haus of Eanclat all 
- the mind is to be managed very much in 


the fame manner as. have advifed above 


with regard to hypochondriafis;: but as in 


the cafe of proper melancholia, there is 
commonly a falfe imagination or, judge- 
ment appearing as a partial mfanity, it 


may be further neceflary in fuch cafes to 


employ fome artifices for correcting fuch 


imagination or judgment. | 


| -MDXCIIL. 


The. various’ saanerien fai cebniad the 
“lads fymptoms which always’ attend 
hypechondriafis, ‘will feldom be either se* 


quifite er proper in melancholia: ~ 


- There is only one of the dy{peptic fymps 


toms, which, though there fhould be no 
other,-is very conftantly prefent in melan- 


ewe 
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ant cholia, | 
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cholia, and that is coftivenefs. This it is 
always proper and even neceflary to re- 
move ; and I belteve it is’ upon this ac- - 
count that the ufe of purgatives has been 
found fo often ufeful in melancholia. 
Whether there be any purgatives peculiar~ | 
ly proper in this cafe, I dare not pofitively — 
determine; but with refpect to the choice 
of purgatives in melancholia, I am of the 
fame opinion that I delivered above on this 
fame fubject with refpect to mania. 


 MDXCIV. 


With refped to other remedies, I judge. 
that bloodletting will more feldom be pro- 
per in melancholia than in mania; but | 
how far it may be in any cafe proper, muft | 
be determined by the fame confiderations _ 
asin the cafe of mania. : 
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The cold bathing that I judged to be fo 
very ufeful in feveral cafes of infanity, is, — 
I believe, in melancholia, hardly ever 
fit to be admitted; at leaft while this is 
purely a partial affection, and without 


any marks of violent excitement. On 


the contrary, upon account of the general 
rigidity prevailing in melancholia, it is 
probable that warm bathing may be often 
ufeful. 


- MDXCVI. 


- With refpeé& to opiates which I have 
fuppofed might often be ufeful in cafes of 
mania, I believe they can {eldom be pro- 
perly employed in the partial infanities of | 
the melancholic, except in certain inftances 
of violent excitement, when the melancholia 
approaches nearly to the {tate of mania. 
: ‘MDXCVIL 
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| In fuch cafes of melancholia approaching 
toa ftate of mania, a low diet may fome- 
times be neceflary; but as the employing 
a low diet almoft unavoidably leads to the 
 ufe of vegetable food, and as this in every 
— torpid ftate of the ftomach is ready to pro- 
duce fome dyfpeptic fymptoms, fuch vege- 
table food ought, in moderate cafes of 
melancholia, to be ufed with fome cau= 
tion. soeOeaory 3 sce 
Though exercife, as a tonic power, is not 
proper either in hypochondriafis or melan- 
 cholia; yet, with refpect to its effets upon 
the mind, it may be extremely ufeful in 
both, and in melancholia is to be employ-. 
ed in the fame manner that I have advifed 
above in the cafe of hypochondriafis. 


3 Nie MDXCVIIL 
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Having now delivered my doctrine with 


refpect to the chief forms of infanity, | 
fhould in the next place: proceed to confi- 
der the other genera of Amentia and Onei- 
rodynia, which in the Nofology I have ar- 
ranged under the order of Vefanie; but 


as I cannot pretend to throw much light 


upon thefe fubjects, and as they are feldom 
the objects of practice, I think ‘it allowable 
for me to pafs them over at prefent; and — 
the particular circumftances of this work in 
fome meafure requires that I fhould do fo. 


erage rte EIS 


CACHEXIES. 


NER oe 


Npzr this are I propofe to eftablith | 
a clafs of difeafes, which confit in 
_a depraved ftate of the whole, or of a con- 
- fiderable part, of the habit of the body, 
| without any primary pyrexia or neurofis 
combined with that fate. 


Mia) 2 MDG, 
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The term Cachexy has been employed — 
by Linnzus and Sagar, as: it had been 
formerly by other authors, for the name 
of a particular difeafe: but the difeafe. 
to which thefe authors have affixed it, 
comes more properly under another ap- 
pellation ; and the term of Cacheny 1¢ 9 
more juflly employed by Sauvages and — 
Sagar for the name of aclafs. In this] - 
have followed the laft-mentioned nofolo- 

gifts, though I find it difficult to ‘give 
-fach a charater of the claf as will clearly. 
apply to all the fpecies I have compre> _ 
-hended under it.. This difficulty would — 
be ftill greater, if,.in the clafs I have efta~ 
blifhed under the title of Cachexzes,.1 were 
to comprehend all the difeafes that thofe. 
other nofologitts have done ; but. I am, 
. willing to be thought deficient rather than 
very incorrect. Thofe difficulties, how- — 

: fis ever, 
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ever, which fill remain in methodical 
nofology, muft not affect us much ina 
‘treatife of practice. If I can here pro- 
perly diftinguifh and defcribe the feveral 
 fpecies that truly and moft commonly 
- exift, I fhall be the lefs concerned about 
the accuracy of my general claflification : 
though at the fame time this, I think, is 
always to be attempted ; and I shall pur- 
fue it as well as I can. 


N 4. BOOK. 
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EMACIATIONS,. 


POMC. 
A). MacraTion, or a confiderable dimi- — 
-nution of the bulk or plumpnefs of 
the whole body, is for the moft part.only 


a fymptom of difeafe, and very feldom 
to be confidered as a primary and idiopa= : 


thic affeGion. Upon this account, accor- 
ding to my ephars) plan, fucha fymptom 


might 
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might perhaps have been omitted in the 


Methodical Nofology : but both the uncer- 
tainty of concluding it to be always fymp- 
tomatic, and the confiftency of fyftem, 


made me introduce into the Nofology, as © 


others had done, an order under the title 
of Marcores ; and this renders it requifite 
now to take fome notice of fuch difeafes. 


- MDCI. 


Upon this occafion, therefore, I hope it 
may be: ufeful to invefligate the feveral 
caufes of emaciation in all the different 
cafes of difeafe, in which it appears. And 
this I attempt, as the fureft means of deter- 
| mining how far it is a primary, or 2 

| fymptomatic affection only ; and even in 
the latter view, the inveftigation may be 
attended it fome Peyclieie | 


_ MDCII. 
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f 
The cafes of emaciation may, Tl appre- — 


hend, be referred to two general heads; — 
that is, ‘eitldr to a general deficiency of © 
fluid in the veflels of the body, or to the — 
particular deficiency of the oil in the cel= — 


Ss. 


lular texture of it. Thefe caufes are fre- — 


quently combined together; but it will 


be proper, in the firft place, to confider. 


them feparately. 


MDCIV. 


As a great part of the body of animals — 
is made up of veflels filled with fluids, . 


the bulk of the whole muft depend very 
much on the fize of thefe veffels, and the 
quantity of fluids prefent in them: and 


it will therefore be fufficiently obvious, ‘ 


that a deficiency of the fluids in thefe vef- 


fels mutt, according to its degree, occa~ 
fion 
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fiona proportionate diminution of the bulk 
of the whole body. This, however, will 
appear {till more clearly, from confidering 
that in the living and found body the vef- 
fels every where feem to be preternatu- 
» rally diftended by the quantity of fluids 

* prefent in them; but being at the fame 
time claftic, and conftantly endeavouring to 
contract themfelves, they muft, on the with- 
drawing of the diftending force, or, in other i 
words, upon a diminution of the quantity 
of fluids, be in proportion contracted and — 
diminifhed in their fize: And i it may be 
further obferved, that as each part of the 
; vafcular fyftem communicates with every 
other part of it; fo every degree of dimi- 
nution of the quantity of fluid, in any one — 
part, muft in proportion diminith the bulk 
of the vafcular fyftem, and confequently | 
oft the whale hod ye 8% 
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‘The diminution and deficiency of the 
fluids may be occafioned by different 


-caufes: fuch as, firft, by a due quantity 
of aliments not being taken in; or by the 


aliment taken in, not being of a fufficient- 


ly nutritious quality. Of the want of a 
due quantity of aliment not being taken 
- Gnto the body, there is an inftance in the 
Atropbia laétantium Sauvageli, fpecies 3. 
and many other examples have occurred » 
of emaciation from want of food, occafion- 
ed by poverty, and other accidental caufes. 
With refpect to the quality of food, f 
apprehend it arifes from the want of nu- 
tritious matter in the food employed, that. 

- perfons living very entirely on vegetables 

are feldom of a plump and fucculent ha- 


bit. 
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A fecond ants of the deficiency of Aids 
may be, the aliments taken in, not being 
‘conveyed to the blood-veffels. This may 
‘occur from a perfon’s being affefted with 
a frequent vomiting; which, rejecting 
the food foon after it had been taken in, | 
- muft prevent the neceflary re of fluids © 
to the blood-veilels.. | 
. Another caufe, frequently interrupting | 
the conveyance of the alimentary matter into 
the blood-veffels, is an obftruction of the 
eonglobate or lymphatic glands of the me- 
 fentery, through which the chyle muft ne- 
_ ceflarily pafs to the thoracic dud. Many in- 

_ ftances of emaciation, feemingly depending 
‘upon this caufe, have been obferved by 

- phyficians, in perfons of all ages, but efpe- 
cially in the young. It has alfo been re- 
marked, that fuch cafes have moft fre- 
eeceely occurred in {crophulous perfons, 


in 
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in whom the mefenteric glands are com= _ 
monly affected with tumour or obftruc- 
tion, and in whom, generally at the fame 

time, {erophula appears externally. Hence "I 
the Taber feruphulofa Synop. Nofolog. vol. ii, 
p. 266.: And under thefe I have put as 
fynonimes Tabes glandularis, {p. 10.; Ta. : 
bes mefenterica, {p. is Scrophula mefen= | 
terica, {p. 4.; Atrephia infantilis, {p. 13.5 
Atrophia rachitica, too Res ‘Tabes rachialgica, 

fp.) r60eAt thie; fame time, I have fre- 
guently found the cafe occurring in per= 
fons who did not fhow any external ap+ 
pearance of fcrophula, but in whom the 
gnéfenteric obftruction was afterwards dif- — 
~ covered by diffection. Such alfo I fuppofe 
to have been the cafe, in the difeafe fre-_ 
quently mentioned by authors under the 
title of the Atrophia infantum, This has 
received its name from the time of life at 
which it generally appears; but I have | 
met with inftances of it at fourteen years 
| of 
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of age afcertained by diffetion. “ " feve= 
ral fuch cafes which I have feen, the pa= 
tients were without any {crophulous ap= 
»pearances at the time, or at any period. of 
their lives before. 
In the cafe of chihiGical perfons, I 
fhall hereafter mention another caufe of 
their emaciation ; but it is probable that 
an obftruétion’ of the mefenteric glands, 
which fo frequently happens in fuch per- 
fons, concurs very powerfully in produ- 
_ cing the emaciation that takes place. 
Although a {crophulous taint may be 
_ the moft frequent caufe of mefenteric ob-= 
{tructions, it is fufficiently probable that 
other kinds of acrimony may produce the 
| fame, and the emaciation that follows. 

It may perhaps be fuppofed, that the 
interruption of the chyle’s paffing into the 
blood-veflels may be fometimes owing to 
a fault of the abforbents on the internal 
furface of the inteftines. This, however, 


cannot 
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cannot be readily afcertained but the in 
terruption. ‘of the chyle S pafling i into: the | 


blood-veflels may certainly be owing to 
a rupture of the thoracic duét; which, 
when it does not prove foon fatal, by oc- 
cafioning a hydrothorax, muft in a fhort 
time produce a general emaciation, 


MDCVIL. 


A third caufe of the deficiency of the — 
fluids may be a fault in the organs of di- . 
geftion, as not duly converting the aliment — 


into a chyle fit to form in the blood-veflels 
a proper nutritious matter. It is not, how~ 


ever, ealy to afcertain the cafes of ema- : 
ciation which are to be attributed to this | 
cane ; ; but lapprehend that the emaciation — 
which attends long fubfifting cafes of dyf- 
pepfia, or of hypochondriatis, is tobe ex= — 


plained chiefly 3 in this way. Itis this which _ 


I have placed in the Nofology under the 


gi ae ie title” 
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title of the Asrophia debilium; and of 
which the Atrophia nervofa, Sai, fp. Ii 
is a proper inftance, and therefore put 
there as afynonime. But the other titles 
of Atrophia lateralis, Sauv. {p. 15. and 
Atrophia fenilis, Sauv. fp. II. are not fo 
properly put there, as they muft be ex- 
plained in a different manner, 


MDCVIII. 


fourth alee of a deficiency of the 
_ fluids in the body, may be exceffive eva- 
cuations made from it by different out= 
lets; and Sauvages has properly eénume- 

rated the following fpecies, which we have 
-~put as fynonimes under the title of Atro- 
phia inanitorum; as, Tabes nutricum, {p. 4. 

Atrophia nutricum, { Pp. 5. Atrophia a leucor- 
rhea, {p. 4. Atrophia ab alvi fluxu, {p. 6. 


Mirophia 4 ptyalifino, fp. 7. and, laftly, the 
ReaY OL, LV,” a) Tabes 
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Tabes a fangutfluxu ; which, it is to be ob- 
ferved, may arife not only from fponta- 
neous hemorrhagies or accidental wounds, — 
but alfo from bloodlettings in too large a 
quantity, and too frequently repeated. 
Upon this fubject it feems proper to 
obferve, t that a meagre habit of body fre- 
quently depends upon a full perfpiration 
being conftantly kept up, though at. the 
firme time a large quantity of nutritious 


aliment is regularly taken in. 


MDCIX. 


Befides this deficiency of fluids from 
evacuations by which they are carried 
entirely out of the body, there may be a 
deficiency of fluid and emaciation in a. 
confiderable part of the body, by the fluids 
being dr awh, into one part, or collected . 
into one cavity; and of this we have an 


in~ 
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inftance: in the Zabes a hydrope, Bi 
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» In the Methodical Nofology, among the 
other fynonimes of the Atrophia inanito- 
rum \ have fet down the Tubes dorfalts ; 
but whether properly or not, I at prefent 
very much doubt. In the evacuation con- 
fidered as the caufe ofthis tabes, as the 
quantity evacuated is never fo great as to 
account for a general déficiency of fluids 
in the body, we mutt feek for another ex- 
planation of it. And whether the effects of 
the evacuation may be accounted for, either 
from the quality of the fluid evacuated, or 
from the fingularly enervating pleafure at- 
tending the evacuation, or from the eva- 
cuation’s taking off the’ tenfion of parts, 
the tenfion of which has a fingular power 
in fapporting the tenfion and vigour of the 

O 2 whole 
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whole body, I cannot pofitively determine; 
but I apprehend that upon one or other of 
thefe fuppofitions the emaciation attending 
the tabes dorfalis muft be accounted for 5 
and therefore that it is to be confidered as 
‘an inftance of the Atrophia debilium, rather 
than of the Atrophia inanitorum. 


MDCXI. 


A fifth caufe of a deficiency of fluids 
and of emaciations in the whole or ina 4 
particular part of the body, may be the 
concretion of the fmall veflels, either not — 
admitting of fluids, or of the fame pro- 
portion as before ; and this feems to me 
to be the cafe in the Atrophia fenilis, Sanv. 
fp.2. Or it may be a palfy of the larger 
trunks of the arteries rendering them 
unfit to propel the’ blood into the fmaller 
veffels ; as is frequently the cafe of para- 
lytic limbs, in which the arteries are af-_ 

fected 
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fected as well as the mufcles. The Atro- 
phia lateralis, Sauv. {p. 15. feems to be of 
this nature. 


MDCXI. 


A fecond general head of the caufes of 
emaciation, I have mentioned in MDCII. 
to be a deficiency of oil. The extent and 
quantity of the cellular texture in every 
_ part of the body, and therefore how con- 

‘fiderable a part it makes in the bulk of 
‘the whole, ‘is now well known. But this 
fabftance, in different circumftances, is 
“more or lefs filled with an oily matter; 
“and therefore the bulk of it, and in a 
"great meafure that of the whole body, 
-muft-be greater or lefs according as this 
~ fabftance is more or lef filled in that man- 
‘ner. The deficiency of fluids, fora reafon 
to be immediately explained, is generally 
| On with a deficiency of oil: but 
: Og vi sn 
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phyficians have commonly adiaaieal more 
to the latter caufe of emaciation than to the. 
other, that being ufually the moft:evident ; 
and I fhall now endeavour to aflign the 
feveral caufes of the deficiency of oil as 


it occurs upon different occafions.. 
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The bufinefs of fecretion in the human 
body is in general little underftood, and 
in no inftance lefs fo than in that of the 
fecretion of oil from blood which does not 
appear previoufly to have contained it, 
It is poffible, therefore, that our theory of : 
the deficiency of oil may be in feveral re- 
{pects imperfect ; but there are certain facts 
that may in the mean time apply to im 
prefent purpofe. 


MDCXIV. 


Firft, it is probable, that a deficiency of 


ail 
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oil may be owing to a ftate of the blood 
in animal bodies lefs fitted to-afford a fe- 
cretion of oil, and confequently to fupply 
the wafte of it that is conftantly made. ‘This 
{tate of the blood muft efpecially depend 
upon the ftate of the aliments taken in, as 
containing le({s of oil or oily matter. From 
many obfervations made, both with refpect 
_to the human body and to that of other 
animals, it appears pretty clearly, that the 
aliments taken in by men and domeftic 
animals, according as they contain more of 
oil, are in general more nutritious, and in 
particular are better fitted to fill the cel- 
lular texture of their bodies with oil. I 
might illuftrate this, by a minute and par- 
ticular confideration of the difference of 
alimentary matters employed; but it will 
be enough to give two inftances. The one 
is, that the herbaceous part of vegetables, 


does not fatten animals, fo much as the 
O04 feeds 
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{feeds of vegetables, which manifeftly con- 
tain in any given weight a greater proporr 
tion of oil; and a fecond:inftance is, that 
in general vegetable aliments do not) fat- 
ten men fo much as animal food, which 
generally contains a larger proportion of 
eth ywisd : rene 
It will be obvious, that upon the fame 
principles a want of food, or a lefs nutri 
tious food, may not only occafion a gene~ } 
ral deficiency of fluids (MDCIY.), but 
mutt alfo afford lefs oil, to be pouréd into: 
the cellular texture. In fuch cafes, there- 
fore, the emaciation produced, is to be at- 


tributed to both thefe general caufes. 


_ MDCXV. 


_ A fecond cafe of the deficiency of oil 

may be explained in this manner. . It is — 
“pretty manifeft, that the oil of the blood is 
fecreted and depofited in the cellular tex- 
be) ture 
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ture in greater’ or leffler quantity, accord- 
ing as the circulation’ of the blood is: fa- 
{ter or flower ; and therefore that exercife 
which haftens the circulation of the blood 
is'a frequent caufe of emaciation. Exer- 
cife produces this effect in two ways. ft, 
By increafing the perfpiration, and thereby 
carrying off a greater quantity of the nu- 
tritious matter, it leaves lefs of 1t to be de- 
pofited in the cellular texture; thereby 
not only preventing an accumulation of | 
fluids, but, as I have faid above, cau 
fing a general deficiency of thefe, which 
mutt alfo caufe a deficiency of oil in the 
cellular texture. 2dly, It is well known, 
that the oil depofited in the cellular tex- 
ture is upon many occafions, and for va~ 
rious purpofes of the ceconomy, again ab- 
forbed, and mixed or diffufed in the mafs 
of blood, to be from thence perhaps car- 
ried entirely out of the body by the feve- 
yal excretions. Now, among ‘other pur- 

poles 
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pofes of the accumulation and. re-abforp- 
tion of oil, this feems to be one, that the 
oil is requifite to the proper action of the 
moving fibres in every part of the body; 
and: therefore that nature has provided for 
an abforption of oil to be made according 
as the action of the moving fibres may de- 
mand it. It will thus be obvious, that the 
exercife of the mufcular and moving fibres 
every where, muft occafion an abforption 
of oil; and confequently that fuch exercife 
not only prevents the fecretion of oil, as 
has been already faid, but may alfo caufe | 
a deficiency of it, by occafioning an ab= 
forption of what had been depofited; and 
in this way, perhaps. es gee does it 
produce emaciation, | 


, Ribnabee “a 


A third cafe of the deficiency of oil may 
eccur from the following caufe. It is 
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probable, that one purpofe of the accu- 
mulation of oil in the cellular texture of 
animals is, that it may, upon occafion, be 
again abforbed from thence, and carried 
into the mafs of blood, for the purpofe 
of inveloping and correcting any unufual 
acrimony arifing and exifting in the ftate 
of the fluids. Thus, in moft inftances in 
which we can: difcern an acrid ftate of the 
fluids, as in fcurvy, cancer, fyphilis, poi- 
fons, and feveral other difeafes, we find 
at the fame time a deficiency of oil and 
an emaciation take place; which, in my 
apprehenfion, muft be attributed to the 
abforption of oil, which the peetnte of — 
acrimony in the body excites. a 
It is not unlikely that certain poifons in+ 
troduced into the body, may fubfift there; 
and, giving occafion to an abforption of 
oil, may lay a foundation for the Zabes a 
weneno, Sauv. fp. 17. 


MDCXVI, 


a12 PPR AGCIT Tek 


“MDCXVIL 


A fourth si of emaciation, and ahick I 
would attribute to a fudden and confider- 
able abforption of oil from the cellular ~ 
texture, is that of fever, which fo generally 
produces emaciation. This may perhaps be 
in part attributed to the increafed perf{pi- 
ration, and therefore to the general de- 
ficiency of fluids that may be fuppofed to 
take place: but whatever fhare that may 
have in producing the effect; we can, from 
the evident fhrinking and diminution of 
the cellular fubftance, wherever it falls. 
under our obfervation, certainly conclude, 
that there has been a very confiderable 
abforption of the oil which had been before 
depofited in that fubftance. ‘This expla- 
nation is rendered the more probable 
from this, that 1 fuppofe the abforption 
mentioned is neceflarily made for the pur- 
pole of inveloping or correcting an acri- 
- mony, 
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mony, which manifeftly does in many, 
and may be fufpected to arife in all, cafes 
of fever. The moft remarkable inftance 
of emaciation occurring in fevers, is that 
which appears in the cafe of hectic fevers. 
Here the emaciation may be attributed to 
the profufe fweatings that commonly at- 
tend the difeafe: but there is much rea- 
fon to believe, that an acrimony al- 
fo, is prefent in the blood; which, even 
‘in the beginning of the difeafe, prevents 
the fecretion and accumulation of oil ; and 
in the more advanced {tates of it, muft 
occafion, a more confiderable abforption of 
it; which, from the fhrinking of the cel- 
Jular fabftance, feems to go farther than 
in almoft any other inftance. , 

Upon the fubject of emaciations from 
a deficiency of fluids, it may be obfer- 
ved, © that every increafed evacuation ex- 
cites an abforption from other parts, and. 
~ particularly from the cellular texture; and © 

it 
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it is therefore probable, that a deficiency 
of fluids, from increafed evacuations, pro- 
duces an emaciation, not only by the wafte 
of the fluids in the vafcular fyftem, but 
alfo by occafioning a confiderable ablorbe 
‘tion from the cellular texture. | 


I have thus éndéavoured to explain the 
feveral cafes and caufes of emaciation ; but 
I could not profecute the eonfideration of 
thefe here in the order they are fet down 
jn the Methodical Nofology.. In that work 
I was engaged chiefly in arranging: the 
{pecies of Sauvages; but it is my opinion 
now, that the arrangement there given, is 
erroneous, in both combining and fepata- 
ting fpecies improperly: and it feems 
to me more proper heré to take notice of 
difeafes, and put them together, according 
te the aftinity of their nature, rather than 

by 
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by that of their external appearances. I 
doubt, if even the diftinction of the Tabes 
and Atrophia, attempted in the Nofology, 
will properly apply; asl think there are 
certain difeafes of the fame nature, which | 
fometimes appear with, and fometimes 


a 


without, fever. 


-MDCXIX. 


After having confidered the various ca- 
fes of emaciations, I fhould perhaps treat 
of their cure: but it will readily appear, 
that the greater part of the cafes above- 
‘mentioned. are purely fymptomatic, and 
confequently that the cure of them mutt 
be that of the primary  difeates upon. which 
they depend. Of thofe cafes that can any- 
wife be confidered as idiopathic, i it will ap- 
pear that they are to be cured, entirely by 
removing the remote cafes; ; the means of 
accomplifhing which muft*be fufficiently 
obvious. 


2 BOOK 
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GENERAL SWELLINGS. » 


THE fwellings to be treated of in this 

place, are thofe which extend over 

the whole or a great part of the body; or 
fuch at leaft, as, though of {mall extent, 

are however of the fame nature with thofe 
that are more generally extended. | | 

i silat ‘The - 
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‘The {wellings comprehended under this 
artificial order, are hardly to be diftin- 
_ guifhed from one another otherwife than 
by the matter they contain or confift of : 
and in this view [have divided. the order 
into four fections, as the fwelling happens 
-tocontain, 1/, Oil; 2d, Air; 3d, Awatery 
fluid ; or, ath, -As the increafed bulk de- - 
pends upon the enlargement of the whole 
fubftance of ceraint parts, and particularly 
of one or more of the abdominal vifcera. 
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HE only difeafe to be ‘ adnaeinoas in this 
. chapter, 1 have, with other Nofolo- — 
gifts, named Poly/farcia ; and in Englith it 
may be named Corpulency, or, more ftrict- 
ly, Obefity; as it 1s placed here;upon’the 
common fuppofition of its depending chief- 
ly upon the increafe of oil in the cellular 
texture of the body. ‘This corpulency; 


er obefity, is in pe! different degrees in 
dif- 


eS 
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differént perfons, and is often confiderable 
without being confidered as a difeafe. 
There is, however, a certain degree of it, 
_ which “will be generally allowed to be a 

difeafe; as, for example, ‘when it renders 
perfons, from a difficult refpiration, un- 
eafy in themfelves, and, from the inabi- 
lity of exercife, unfit for difcharging the 
dutiés of life to others: and for that rea- 
fon Ihave given fuch a difeafe a place 
here. Many phyficians have gpnfidered i it 


as an object of practice, and as giving, — 


even in no very high degree, a difpofition 
to many difeafes; I am of opinion that it 
- fhould be an objet of praCtice more fre- 
quently than it has been, and therefore 
- that it merits our confideration here. 
daha MDCXXII. sida 
It may perhaps be alleged, that I have 
not been “fafficiently correct, in putting 
the: difeate: of eorpulenty as an intume- 
ye — feentia 
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{centia pinguedinofa a: and therefore. im-. 
plying: its. being an increafe of the bulk of 
the body, from..an accumulation of oi] in 

the cellular, texture only. I am aware of 
this objection: andias | have already faid,, 
that emaciation. : {MDCIL.) | depends. ei- 
ther.upon.a general deficiency of fluids in 
the, vafcular fyftem,. or upon a deficiency 
of oil.in the cellular texture ;. fo I fheuld 
perhaps have obferved farther,, that the 
| corpulency,or general fulneds of. the body, 
may depend upon, the fulnefs of the vaf-. 
cular fyftem as,well as upon. that of the 
cellular texture... This) is. true, and. for- 
the fame -reafons, | ought, perhaps, after. 
‘Linneus and Sagar, to have fet down, ple- 
thora asa particular difeafe, and as. an an~ 
{tance of morbid intumefcence. — I have, 
however, avoided this; as Sauvages and 
Vogel, have done; becaufe | apprehend 
that plethora is to be confidered as a 
fate of. temperament, only, which: may. 
indeed difpofe to difeafe; but not as a 
dif- 
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difeafe in itfelf; unlefs, in the language 
of the Stahlians, it be a plethora com- 
mota, when it produces a difeafe accom- 
panied with particular fymptoms, which 
give -occafion to its-being diftinguifhed 
by a different appellation. Further, it 
appears to me, that the fymptoms: which 
Linnzus, and more particularly thofe 
which Sagar employs in the character of 
plethora, » never do occur but when, the 
intumefcentia pinguedinofa has. a- great 
fhare in producing them. ‘Ttis, however; 
very neceflary to obferve here, that ple- 
thora and: obefity are generally combined . 
together; and that in fome cafes of cor- 
pulency it may be difficult to determine 
which of the caufes has the greateft fhare 
in producing it It is indeed very poflible 
that a plethora may occur without ereat 
obefity ; but l apprehend that obefity never 
happens to a‘ confiderable degree without 
producing a plethora ad fpatium in a great 

. oe aaa part 
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part of the fyftem of the aorta, and theres 
fore a plethora ad molem in, the lungs, and 
in the veflels of the brain. 999 9.9% 
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In attempting the cure of polyfarcia, 
Iam of opinion, that the conjunction of: 
plethora and obefity, in the manner jult 
now mentioned, fhould be. conftantly at+ 
tended to; and when the morbid effects 
of the plethoric habit are threatened, either 
in thé head or lungs, that bloodletting is 
to be practifed: but at the fame time it is 
to be obferved, that’ perfons of much obe- 
fity do not bear bloodletting well; and 
when the circumftances I have’ mentioned 
do not immediately require it, the prac- . 
tice, upon account of obefity alone, is 
hardly ever to be employed. The fame 
remark is to be made, with refpect to any 
other evacuations that may be propofed 


for, 
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for the cure of ‘corpulency: for without 
the other means’ I am? to mention, they 
can give but a very imperfect relief; and, 
in fo far as they either empty or weaken 
the fyftem, they may favour the return of 
_ plethora, and the increafe of obefity. 


od  MDOXXIV. 


. Polyfarcia, or. corpulency, whether it 
depend upon plethora or obefity, when- 
ever it can either be confidered as a dif- 
eafe, or threatens to induce one, is*to be 
cured, or the effects of it are to be obvia~ 
ted, by diet and exercife, The diet muft 
be fparing ;) or: rather, what -is more ad- 
_miffible, it muft be fuch as affords little 
nutritious matter. It muft therefore be 
chiefly, or almoft only, of vegetable mat- 
ter, and at the very utmoft of milk. Such 
a diet fhould be employed, and generally 
ought to precede exercife: for obefity does 
; | P4 not 
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not eafily admit, of bodily exercife ; which 
is, however, the only mode that cansbe 
very effectual. Such indeed, :in’many:ca= 
fes, may feem difficult to be admitted ; but 
I am of opinion, that even:themoft corpu=" 
lent may be brought to'bear it, by-ar!firtt 
attempting it very moderately, and increa~ 
fing it by degrees very flowly, but at the 
fame time perfifting in fuch pi ui with 
‘great conftancy. | 


MDCXXV. hdl Sania al 

® : 
As thefe, nC * wake effeGeual 1 mea~ 
fures, are often difficult.to. be admitted’ or » 
carried into execution, fome, other:means . 
have been thought; of and. employed ‘for . 
reducing corpulency. .Thefe, if-I.miftake 
_ not, have all, been certain methods-of-in- : 
ducing a faline ftatein the mafs of blood; 
for fuch I fuppofe to be: the effects of vi- 
negar: and. of foap, which have been pro- 
ae 
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pofed. The latter, I believe, hardly paffes 
into the blood-veflels, without being refol- 
‘ved and formed into a neutral falt, with 
the acid which it meets with in the {to- 
mach. How well acrid and faline fub- 
{tances are fitted to diminifh obefity, may 
appear from what has been faid above in 
MDCXV. What effects vinegar, foap, 
or other fubftances employed, have had in 
reducing corpulency, there have not pro- 
‘per opportunities of obferving occurred 
to me: but I am well perfuaded, that the © 
‘inducing a faline and acrid ftate of the 
blood, may have worfe confequences, than 
the corpulency it was intended to correct; 
and that no perfon. fhould hazard thefe, 
while he may have recourfe to the more 
 fafe and certain means of abftinence and 
SmeRoHe. fr ae | : 
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Or FLATULENT SWELLINGS, 


MDCXXVE. eg 

HE, cellular texture of the human bo« 

dy very readily admits of z aur; and al= 

lows the fame to pats from any one to every 
other part of it. Hence Emphyfemata 
have often appeared. from air collected in, 
-the cellular texture under the fkin,’ and it 
feveral other parts of the body. The fla- 
tulent fwellings under the fkin, have in- 
deed moft commonly appeared ‘in confe- 
1 | quence 


~ 


OF PHYS FC. 225A 


quence of air immediately introduced from 
without : but in fome inftances of flatulent 
-fwellings, efpecially thofe of the internal 
parts not communicating with the alimen+ 
_ tary canal, fach'an introduction cannot be 
’ perceived. or fuppofed; and therefore, in 
thefe cafes, fome other caufe of the pro- 
duétion and colleétion of air muft be look- 
ed for, though it is often not to be clearly 
afcertained. 
_ Inevery folid as well as every fluid fub- 
_ ftance which makes a part of the human 
body; there is a confiderable quantity of 
air in a fixed. ftate, which may be again re- 
ftored to its elaftic ftace, and feparated from 
thofe fubftances, by the power of heat, pu- 
- trefaction, and perhaps other caufes: but 
- which of thefe may have produced the fe~ 
yeral inftances of pneumatofis and flatu- 
~ Jent fwellings, that.have; ‘been recorded by 
authors, I cannot pretend to afcertain. 
Indeed, upon account of thefe difficulties, 


I 
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I cannot proceed’ with any clearnefs on the 
general fubject of pneumatofis; and, there= — 
fore, with regard to flatulent fwellings, I 
find it neceflary to confine myfelf to the — 


confideration of thofe of ‘the abdominal . 


region alone; which I fhallonow°treat — 
of under the general name of Tympa- — 
nites, AL 
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The tympanites is a fwelling of the ab- 
domen ; in which the tegumients appear to 
be much {ftretched by fome ‘diftending 
“power within, and equally ftretched “in _ 
every pofture of the body. The {welling 
does not readily yield to any preffure} — 
and in fo far as it does, very quickly re- — 
covers its former ftate upon the preffure 
being removed. ) Being ftruck, it gives a 
found like a drum, or other {tretched ani- 
mal membranes. No fluctuation : within 

18 
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js to be perceived: and the whole feels lefs 
weighty than might be expected from its 
bulk. _ The uneafinefs of. the diftention is 
commonly relieved by the difcharge of :air 
from the alimentary canal, either upwards 


or downwards., 
MDCXXVIII. 


j Thefe are the characters. by which the 
tympanites may be diftinguifhed from the | 
af{cites or phyfconia; and many experi- | 
ments fhow, that the tympanites always 
depends upon a preternatural colleGtion of 
_air, fomewhere within the teguments of 
the abdomen: but the feat of the air is in 
| different | cafes fomewhat different; and. 
| this. produces the different. {pecies of the 

difeafe. » 
. One ance 1S, sea the: air x schlltoecs is 
entirely confined within the cavity of the 
alimentary~ canal, and. chiefly in that of 

5 the . 
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the inteftines.” This {pécies, thereford, i& 


‘named the Zympanites inteflinalis; Saav. fp. 1! 


It is, of all others; the moft ‘common; and 


toit ee belong: the characters: given 
above.. io heed ao) el gtel wae 


A feces is) when ThE Mir Cole. 


lected, is not entirely confined to the cavity 
of the inteftines, but is alfo prefent be= 
tween their coats 5 and fuch is that which 
is named by Savages Tympanites éntero~ 
phyfodes, Sauv. fp.'3. This ‘has certainly 
been a rare occurrence; and has probably 
éceurred only 1 in confequénce: of thé’ tym= 
panites intepinalis, by the air’ ‘efeaping 
from the cavity of the inteftines into thé 


jnterftices of ‘the coats. It: is, “however: 


poffible, that anerofion of the internal’ 


coat of the inteftines may give dccafibn to’ 
the air, fo conftantly prefent in their’ ca~ 


vity, to efcape into ‘the interftices of ‘their’ 
coats, though in the whole’of théir ont | 
there has: beeriino. previous aceumulation. © 

. A 
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oA third {pecies.is, when thevair is col= 
lected in the fac of the. péritonzum, or 
what is commonly called the cavity of the 
abdomen; that is, the {pace between the 
peritoneum. and vifcera; and then the dif- 
eafe is named: Tympanites abdominalis, Sauv. 
_ fp. 2. The exiftence of fuch a tympani+ 
- tes, without. any tympanites inteftinalis, has 
been difputed; and it certainly has been 
a rare occurrence: but from feveral diffec- 
tions, it is unqueftionable that fuch a dif- 

_ eafe has fometimes truly occurred. 
A fourthifpecies of tympanites is, when 
| the tyvapanites \ tntefiinafis and abdomina= 

_ ks, ave joined’ together, ‘or take ‘place at 
the dame 'time, With refpect to this, it is 
probable thatthe tjmpanites inteftinalis, is 
the primary) difeafe;, and the other; only 

_ a confequience of the air efcaping, by an 
_ erofion or rupture of the coats of the in- 
_ teflines,from the cavity of thefe, into that _ 
of the abdomen, ‘It is indeed: poffible, that — 
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in confequence‘of ¢rofiom or rupture,/the 
ait whichcis:fo conftantly prefent: in» the 
intéftinal canal, maycefcape from « thence 
incfuch quantity into the cavity ofthe ab+ ; 
-domenj .as:'to give aitympanites-abdominalis, 
whilft.there:was no previous: confiderable 
accumulation of air in»the:inteftinal ca-_ 
vity itfelf; bue I have not fads to afcers 
tain this matter:properly; ; )- 
. A fifth fpecies-has alfo: been:enumerated: 
It is when atympanites abdominalis happens 
to be joined withthe hydrops a/cites; and fach 
a difeafe therefore is named ‘by Sauvages 
Lympanites afciticus,: Sauv. fp. 4. In moft 
cafes of tympanites, indeed, fome quan 
tity of ferum, has, upon difletion; been 
- found in the fac of the peritoneum; but: 
thatis not-enough’ to: conftitute’ the fpe- 
cies now mentioried ; and when the collec= 
tion of ferum is more confiderable, it is. 
commonly where, both from the caufes 
which have’ preceded} and likewife from 
ei : S/he 
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the fymptoms which attend, the afcites 
‘may be confidered as the primary difeafe; 
and therefore that this combination does 
not exhibit a ih {pecies of the i ia ai 


nites. 
MDCXXIX, 


As this laft is not a proper fpecies, and 
as fome of the others are not only extremely 
rare, but even; when occurring, are nei- 
ther primary; nor to be eafily diftinguith- 
ed, nor, as confidered in themfelves, admit= _ 
ting of any cure, I fhall here take no further 
hotice of them ; confining myfelf, in what 
follows, to the confideration of the moft 
frequent cafe, and almoft the only objec 
of practice, the tympanites Sees 


oe 


With refed to this, I cannot perceive 
Vou. IV. Q. that 
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that it arifes in any peculiar temipera- 


ment; or depends upon any predifpofition, — 
which can be difcerned. It occurs in ei- ~ 


ther fex, at every age, and frequently in 


young perfons. 
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Various remote caufes of it have been — 


affigned: but many of thefe, have not com~ — 


monly the effect of producing this difeafe; — 


and although fome of them have been : 


truly antecedents of it, I can in few in- | 


{tances difcover the manner in which they ~ 


produce the difeafe, and therefore cannot — 


certainly afcertain them to have been 


caufes of it. 
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‘The phenomena of this difeafe in its fe- 


veral {tages are the following, _- 


The © 
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“The tumour of the belly fometimes 
grows very quickly to a confiderable de~ 
gree, and feldom in the flow manner the 
afcites commonly comes on. In fome cafes, 
however, the tympanites comes on gradual- 
ly, and is introduced by an unufual flatu- 
_ lency of the ftomach and inteftines, with 
- frequent borborygmi, and an uncom- 
monly frequent expulfion of air upwards 
and downwards. This ftate is alfo fre 
| ‘quently, attended with colic pains, efpe- 

cially felt about the navel, and upon the 
~ fides towards the back ; but generally as the 
_ difeafe advances, thefe pains become lef 

confiderable. As the difeafe advances, 
there ‘is a pretty conftant defire to dif= 
_ charge air, but it is accomplifhed with dif= 
ficultly ; and when obtained, although it 
give fome relief from the fenfe of diften« 
tion, this relief is commonly tranfient and 
of fhort duration. While the difeafe is co- 
ming on, fome inequality of tumour and — 


te el tenfion 
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tenfion may be perceived in different parts 
of the belly; but the diftention foon be- 
comes equal over the whole, and exhibits _ 
the phenomena mentioned in the charac- 
Upon the firft coming on of the dif- 
es ds well as during its progrefs, the — 
belly is bound, and the faces difcharged. a 
are commonly hard anddry. The urine, @ 
at the beginning, is ufually very little 
changed in quantity or quality from 
sts natural ftate; but as the difeafe con- 
tinues, it is commonly changed in both | 
refpects, and at length fometimes a ftran- 
gury, and even an ifchuria, comes ons — 
The difeafe has feldom advanced far, be- 
fore the appetite is much impaired, and 
digeftion ill performed ; and the whole © 
* body, except the belly, becomes confide- . 
rably emaciated. Together with thefe 
fymptoms, a thirft and uneafy fenfe of © 
heat at length come on, anda confiderable — 
sat ira of pulfe occurs, which contis © 
nues — 


‘OF, P HY S$. G. Da%q' 


nues throughout the courfe of the dif- 
-eafe. When the tumour of the belly ari- 
fes to a confiderable bulk, the breathing 
becomes very difficult, with a frequent 
dry cough. With all thefe fymptoms the 
ftrength of the patient declines; and the 
febrile fymptoms daily increafing, death 
at length enfues, fometimes probably in 
confequence of a gangrene coming upon 
the inteftines. 
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The tympanites is commonly of fome 
duration, and: to be reckoned a chronic 
difeafe. It is very ‘feldom quickly fatal, 
except where fuch an affe@tion fuddenly 
arifes in fevers. To this Sauvages has 
properly given a different appellation, that | 
of Meteorifmus; and } judge it may al~ 
ways be confidered as a fymptomatic af- 

Q3 fection, 
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fe&tion, entirely diftinct from the: eympa | | 
nites we are now ponbeierine. bias 


ee 


The tympanites is eee a fatal aif. 
‘eafe, feldom admitting of cure; but what 
may be attempted in this:way, I fhall try 
to point out, after I fhall have endeavour- 
ed to explain the proximate.caufe, which 
alone can lay the foundation of what may 
be rationally attempted towards its cure. | 


MDCXXXV. 


To afcertain the proximate caufe of 
tympanites, is fomewhat difficult. Ithas _ 
been fuppofed in many cafes, to be merely 
an uncommon quantity of air prefent in : 
the alimentary canal, owing to the extri- 
cation and detachment of a greater quan~- | 


tity. 


OF oP WY Sc: 239 


tity of air than ufual, from the alimentary: 
matters taken in. Our vegetable aliments, I 
believe, always undergo fome degree of fer- 
mentation; and in confequence, a quan- 
tity of air is extricated and detached from 
them in the ftomach and inteftines: but it 
‘appears, that the mixture of the animal 
fluids which our aliments meet with in 
the alimentary canal, prevents the fame 
quantity of air from being detached from 
them that would have been in their fer- 
mentation without fuch mixture, and it is 
probable that the fame mixture contri- 
butes alfo to the reabforption of the air 
_ that had been before in fome meafure de- 
tached. The extrication, therefore, of an 
unufual quantity of air from the aliments, 
may, in certain circumftances, be fuch, 
perhaps, as to produce a tympanites; fo 
that this difeafe may depend upon a fault 
of the digeftive fluids, whereby they are 
unfit to prevent the too copious extrica~ 
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tion of air, and unfit alfo to occafion that 
reabforption of air which in found per- 
fons commonly happens. An unufual — 


quantity of air in the alimentary canal, 
whether. owing to the nature of the ali- 
ments taken in, or to the fault of the di- 
geftive fluid, does certainly fometimes take 
place; and may poflibly have, and in 
fome meafure certainly has, a fhare in 
producing certain flatulent diforders of the 
alimentary canal; but cannot be fuppofed 
to produce the tympanites, which often 


occurs when no previous diforder had ap+ 
peared in the fyftem. Even im thofe cafes. 


of tympanites which are attended at their 
beginning with flatulent diforders in the 
whole of the alimentary canal, as we know 


that a firm tone of the inteftines both mo- 
derates the extrication of air, and:contri- | — 


butes to its reabforption or ready expul+ 
fion, fo the flatulent fymptoms which hap- 
pen to appear at the coming on of a 

| | tym- 
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rympanites, are, in my opinion; to be re=- | 
ferred to a lofs of tone in the mufcular 
. fibres of the inteftines, rather than to any 
fault in the digeftive fluids. 
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Thefe, and other confiderations, lead 
me to conclude, that the chief part of the 
proximate caufe of tympanites, is a lofs of 
tone in the mufcular fibres of the inte- 
ftines. But further, as air of any kind 
accumulated in the cavity of the inteftines 
 fhould, even by its own elafticity, find its 
way either upwards or downwards, and 
fhould alfo, by the affiftance of infpira- 
tion, be entirely thrown out of the body ; 
fo, when neither the reabforption nor the 
expulfion takes place, and the air is accu- 
mulated fo as to produce tympanites, it is 
probable that the paflage of the air along 
the courfe. of the inteftines.1s in fome 

places 
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places of thefe interrupted. This inter-) 


ruption, however, can hardly be fuppofed 


to proceed from any other caufe than fpaf- 


modic conftrictions in certain parts of the. 


canal ; and I conclude, therefore, that 
fach conftriGions concur as part in the 
proximate caufe of tympanites. Whether 
thefe fpafmodic conftrictions are to be at- 


tributed to the remote caufe.of the difeafe,’ 


or may be confidered as the confequence 


of fome degree of atony firft arifing, I can- 


not with certainty, and do not find it ne+. 


eeflary to determine. 9 9) 
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Having thus endeavoured, to. afcertain: 
the proximate caufe of tympanites, I pro- 
ceed to treat of its cure; which indeed 
has feldom, fucceeded, and almoft never 
but in a recent difeafe. J mutt, however, 
endeavour to fay what may be reafonably. 


eS eee 
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attempted; what has commonly been at 
tempted; and what attempts have fome~ 
times fucceeded in the cure of this dif- 
eafe. 


~~ MDCXX XVII. 


- It muft be a firft indication to evacuate 
the air accumulated in the inteftines : and 
for this purpofe it is neceflary that thofe 
conftritions, which had efpecially occafi- 
oned its accumulation, and continue to in- 
terrupt its paflage along the courfe of the in= 
teftines, fhould be removed. As thefe, how- 
ever, can hardly be removed but by exci- 
ting the periftaltic motion in the adjoining 
portions of the inteftines, purgatives have 
_ been commonly employed ; but it is at the 
fame time agreed, that the more gentle 
laxatives only ought to be employed, as 
the more draftic, in the overftretched and 


tenfe 
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tenfe ftate of the inteftines, are in danger 


of bringing on inflammation. 


It is for this reafon, alfo, that ate ad a 


have been frequently employed; and they : 
are the more neceflary, as the feces col- 


lected are generally found to bein a hard ~ 


and dry ftate, Not only upon account of 
this ftate of the feces, but, farther, when 
elyfters produce a confiderable evacuation 
of air, and thus fhow that they have fome 
effe@ in relaxing the fpafms of the inte- 
ftines, they ought to be — very fre- 
ee | 
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In. or dts to: ree aff: ait scannseriGiane 
of the inteftines, and with fome view alfo 
to the carminative effects of the medicines, | 
various antifpafmodics have been propo-. 
fed, and commonly employed; but their ; 
effects are feldom confiderable, and it is 

I alleged 
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alleged that their heating and inflamma- 
tory powers have fometimes been hurtful. 
Tt is, however, always proper to join fome 
of the milder kinds with both the purga- 
tives and glyfters that are employed; and 
it has been very properly advifed to give 
always the chief of antifpafmodics, that 
is, an opiate, after the Speman of iota 
tives is finifhed. 


MDCXL. 


tn confideration of the overftretched, 
tenfe, and dry ftate of the inteftines, and 
efpecially of the fpafmodic conftrictions that © 
prevail, fomentations and warm bathing 
have been propofed as aremedy; and are 
faid to have been employed with advan- 
tage: but it has been remarked, that very 
warm baths have not been found fo ufeful 
as tepid baths long continued. 


MDCXLI. 


O46. AR TAY CHIN TOE 
AC ia wha 
Upon the fuppofition that this difeafé 
depends efpecially upon an atony of the 
alimentary canal, tonic remedies feem to 


be properly indicated. Accordingly cha- 
lybeates, and various bitters, have been em- 


ployed ; and, if any tonic, the Peruvian — | 


bark might probably be ufeful. 


MDCXLII. 


But as no tonic remedy is more power> 
ful than cold applied to the furface of the 
body, and cold drink thrown into the fto- 
mach; fo fuch a remedy has been thought 
of in this difeafe, Cold drink has been 
_ conftantly prefcribed, and cold bathing ~ 


has been employed with advantage; and 


there have been feveral inftances of the dif- 
eafe being fuddenly and entirely cured by 
| vide 7the 
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the ikcaceri app eationy of {now to the 
lower belly. 


MDCXLIII, — 


At is hardly neceflary to remark, that, in 
the diet of tympanitic perfons, all forts of 
food ready to become flatulent in the fto- 
mach are to be avoided; and it is pro-— 
bable, that the foffil acids and neutral falts, 
as antizymics, may be ufeful. 


‘MDCXLIV, 


In bbifinetc ead deficents cafes of tym- 
panites, the operation of the paracentefis _ 
has been propofed: but itis a very doubt- 
ful remedy, and there is hardly any tefti- 
mony of its having been practifed with 
 faccefs. It mutt be obvious, that this ope- 
ration is a remedy fuited efpecially, and al- 
mott only, to the bympanites abdominalis ; the 

exiftence 


# 
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exiftence of which, feparately from the zr 
teflinalis, is very doubtful, at leat not eafily 
afcertained. Even if its exiftence could be 
afcertained, yet it is not very likely to be. 
cured by this remedy: and how far the - 
operation might be fafe in the tympanites 
intepiinalis, is not Pee deterinined by any 
Proper leak (ab wa det re be se mee gk x ys Bar | 
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CHAP, Il. 


Or WaTERY SwELLINGS, on Dropsizs. 


-MDCKLY. 


-PRETERNATURAL collection of fe- » 

- rous or watery fluids, is often form- 
ed-in different parts of the human body; 
and although the difeafe thence arifing be 
_ diftinguifhed according to the different 
parts which it occupies, yet the whole of 
fuch colleétions come under the general 
evoulIV.< OR ape 
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appellation of Dropfies. At the fame time, 
although the particular inftances of fach 
colleGtion are to be diftinguifhed from 
each other according to the parts they oc- 
cupy, as well as by other ‘circumftances 
attending them; yet -all of them feem to 
depend ‘upon fome general caufes, very 
much in common to the whole, Before — 
proceeding, ‘therefore, to ‘confider the fe- a 
: veral {pecies, it may be proper toendeavour — 
to aflign the wai uae: of dropfy. 


MDCXLVI. 


‘oe we 


In per fons 3 in Nai a ae or watery 
fluid, {ems to be. conftantly poured out, 
ot exhaled in vapour, into every. cawity and — 
interflice of the human body.capable of — 
receiving it; and the fame fluid, without 
remaining long or being accumulated in 
thefe fpaces, feems conftantly to be. foon 
again abforbed from thence by veltels. ad 

_apted 
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apted to the purpofe. From this view of 
the animal ceconomy, it will be obvious, 
that if the quantity poured out into any 
. fpace, happens to be greater than the ab- 
_ forbents can at the fame time take up, an 
unufual accumulation of ferous fluid will 
be made in fuch parts; or though the quan- 
tity poured out, be not more than ufual; 
yet if the abforption be anywife inter- 
rupted or diminifhed, from this caufe alfo 
an unufual colleftion of fluids may be 
occafioned. . 

Thus, in general, dropfy may be impu~ 
ted to an increafed effufion, or toa dimi+ | 
nifhed abforption; and I therefore proceed. 
to inquire into the feveral caufes of thefe. 


MDCXLVII, | 
An increafed effufion may happen, ei- 


mee from a preternatural increafe of the 
| Baas teat! pe: terdip 
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ordinary exhalation, or from the rupture 
of -veflels carrying,- or of facs containing, 
ferous or watery fluids, 


dapat 


The ordinary cieea a may bei increa~ 
fed by various caufes, and particularly by 
an interruption given to the free return of | 
the venous blood from the extreme wellele 
of the body to the right ventricle of the 
heart. This interruption feems to operate 
by refifting the free paflage of the blood 
from the arteries into the veins, thereby 
increafing the force of the arterial fluids i in 
the exhalants, and confequently the quan- 
tity of oe which they pour out. 


MDCXLIX. 


. The interrupiion f: aH free x return 1 ae | 
the yenous blood from the extreme vef- 
fels, 


OF PHYSIG 254 


fels, may be owing to certain circum- 
{tances affecting the courfe of the venous 
blood; very frequently, to certain condi- 
tions in the right ventricle of the heart it- 
felf, preventing it from receiving the ufual 
quantity of blood from the vena cava; or 
to obftructions in the veflels of the lungs 
- preventing the entire evacuation of the 
right ventricle, and thereby hindering its 
receiving the ufual quantity of blood from. 
the cava. Thus, a polypus in the right 
‘ventricle of the heart, and the offification — 
of its valves, as well as all confiderable and 
“permanent obftructions of the lungs, have 
been found to be caufes of dropfy. 


MDCL. 


It may ferve as dn illuftration of the 
operation of thefe general caufes, to re- 
mark, that the return of the venous blood 
is in fome meafure refifted when the po- 

ian R 3 fture 
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fture of the body is fuch as gives occafion 
to the gravity of the blood to oppofe the — 
motion of it in the veins, which takes ef- 
fet when the force of the circulation is q 
weak; and from whence it is that an up- 
- tight pofture of the body produces or in- 
ereafes ferous fwellings in the lower extre- 
mities. ‘— " 

“ahi MDCLI. 

Not only, thofe caufes interrupting the 
motion of the venous blood more ‘gene- 
rally, but, farther, the interruption of it in 
particular veins, may likewife have the ef-= 
fe& of increafing exhalation, and produ- 
cing dropfy. ‘Fhe moft remarkable in- 
ftance of this is, when confiderable ob- 
ftru€tions of the liver prevent the blood 
from flowing freely into it from the vena 
-portarum and its numerous branches; and 
hence thefe obftrudtions are a frequent 


caufe of dropfy. — Ceroge i 
| MDCLIL. 


SP PRTAURT see 


ri 


upboop ine ‘pigtail 


; 


Eciatholiae of. a peice ahd other vil-. 


cera, as well as the fcirrhofity of the liver, 


have been confidered as caufés of dropfy; 


but the manner. 1n which. they. can pro= 
duce the difeafe, I do not perceive, except, 


it may be, where they happen to be near 
fome confiderable vein, by the compref- 
fion of whith they may occafion fome de- 
gree of afcités; or, by comprefling the ve- 
‘ia cava, may produce an anafarca of the 
lowet extremities.; -It is indeed true, that 
{cirrhofities. of the fpleen and other yil= 
cera,-haye been frequently difcovered in 


the bodies of hydropic perfons: but I be= 


lieve they have been feldom found unlefs 
when fcirrhofities of the liver were alfo 
‘prefent; and I am. inclined to think, that 
the former have been the effedts of the lat~ 
ter, rather than the caufe of the dropfy: 

R 4 oer 
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or that, if {cirrhofities of the other vifcera 
have appeared in hydropic bodies when 
that of the liver was not prefent, they mutt 
have been the effects of fome of thofe 
caufes of dropfy to be hereafter mention- 
ed; and confequently to be the accidental 
attendants, rather than the caufes, of fuch. 
dropfies. _ 


MDCLIIL. — 


» Even in f{maller portions of the venous — 
fyftem, the interruption of the motion’ of 
the blood in particular veins has had the 
fame effet. Thus, a polypus formed in 
the cavity of a vein, or tumours formed 

in its coats, preventing the free paflage of __ 
the blood through it, have had the effect 
of producing dropfy in parts towards the 
extremity of fuch veins. | 


_ MDCLIY. 
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‘MDCLIV. 
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But the caufe moft frequently interrupt- 
ing the motion of the blood through the’ 
veins is, the compreflion of tumours exift- 
ing near to them; fuch as aneurifms in the 
- arteries, abfceffes, and {cirrhous or fteato~ 
matous tumours in the adjoining parts. 
. "To this head, may be referred, the 
compreffion of the defcending cava by the 
bulk of the uterus in pregnant women, 
and the compreffion of the fame by the 
_ bulk of water in the afcites; both of which 
compreffions frequently produce ferous 
fwellings in i lower extremities. 


ry 4 * >> 


¥.§ . MDCLY, 
ade: may bes isang that a general pre- 
ternatural plethora of the venous fyftem 


may have the effet of increafing exhala~ 
tion ; and that this plethora may happen 


a | from 
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from the fuppreffion of fluxes, of evacua% 


tions. of blood, ‘which had for fome time 


_ taken:place in the body, fuch as the men= — 
ftrualband hemorrhoidal fluxes. A dropfy, 
however,-from fuch a caufe, has been at 
leaft: acrare occurrence; and when it feems 
to: have: happened, Il fhould fuppofe it- ows 
ing to the fame caufes as the fuppreflion’ 


itfelf, rather:than to the ses eros 


by i 1+. €) pst i eS ae at ah 41 ant ta & A PRR he the pay ay 
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LN -MDOLVE: 
EERE NEN Hops sine Wis aM evel 
Dine of ..the ssh aaa! Saante of an 
liencatei: exhalation, J apprehend to be the 
laxity of the exhalant veflels. That fach a 
caufe may operate, appears probable from 
this, that paralytic limbs, i in which fuch a 


Re re 


> 


Jaxity'is to be fufpeeéd, are frequently jaf- 7 


fected with ferous, ‘or, .as phi are, called, 
eédematons. fwellings. 20 isoi'> ova dkoamers 
“Buti a tatich amore rériratkable anil fot 


quent , | 
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guent ical of its operation occurs in the 
hale of a general debility of the fyftem, 
which is fo often attended with. dropfy. © 
That a general debility. does induce drop 
_ fy, appears fufficiently from its being fo 
commonly the confequence of powerfully 
debilitating caufes; fuch as fevers, either 
of the continued or intermittent kind, 
which have lafted long; Johg-continued 
and fomewhat exceffive evacuations of any 
kinds; and in fhort, alrnoft all difeafes 
that have been of long continuance, and. 
have at the fame time induced. the other 
. frrpioms, of a general debility. ve 

_ Among other caufes inducing a general 
debility of the fyftem, and thereby drop- 
fy, there is one to be mentioned as fre= — 
quently occurring, and thaf is, intempe- 
rance in the ufe of intoxicating liquors ; 
from whence it is that drunkards of all 
kinds, and efpecially dram-drinkers, are 
fo affe@ted with this difeafe. = 
| MDCLVHL. 
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That a general debility may produce a 
laxity of the exhalants, wil be readily al- 
lowed ; and that by this efpecially it oc= 
cafions dropfy, I judge from hence, that — 
while moft of the caufes already mentioned 
_are fuited to produce dropfies of particular | 
parts only, the ftate of general debility — 
gives rife to an increafed exhalation into 
every cavity and interftice of the body, 
and therefore brings on a general dif= 
eafe. Thus, we have feen effufions of a 
ferous fluid made, at the fame time, into. 
the cavity of the cranium, into that of the 
thorax and of the abdomen, and like- 
wife into the cellular texture almoft over 
the whole of the body. In fuch cafes, 
the operation of a general caufe difcover=" 
ed itfelf, by thefe feveral dropfies increa= 
fing in one part as they diminifhed in an- 
other, and this alternately in the different 


t 


parts. 
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parts. This combination, therefore, of 
the different {pecies of dropfy, or rather, 
as it may be termed, this univerfal dropfy, 
mutt, I think, be referred ‘to a general 
caufe; and in moft inftances, hardly 
any other can be thought of, but a ge- 
neral laxity of the exhalants. It is this, 
therefore, that I call the hydropic diathefis ; 
which frequently operates by itfelf; and 
’ frequently, in fome meafure, concurring 
with other caufes, is efpecially that which 
gives them their full effect. 

__ This fate of the fyftem, in its firft ap- 
pearance, feems to be what has been con- 
 fidered asa particular difeafe under the 


| the name of Cachexy ; ; but i in every inftance 
eZ ‘ 


_of it that has occurred to me, I have always 
confidered, and have always. found it, to be 
the beginning of general Anette 


“oy MDCLVIIL. 
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DCL. 


The feveral swat of droply sdrteits 
mentioned may produce the difeafe, altho” — 
there be no preternatural: abundance of) 
ferous or watery fluids in the blood-vef= 
fels ; but it is now to be remarked, that 
a preternatural abundance - of ‘that kind 
may often give’ occafion to the difeafe, 
and more efpecially when fuch abundance 
concurs with the caufés above enumera~ | 
ted. : ’ 

One caurfe ‘of dueh . pretérnatural abun- 
dance may ‘be an-unufual quantity of 
water taker into the: body. © ‘Thus an 
untifual quaiitity of water, taken in by 
drinking, “has” ‘fometimes otcafioned “2 
droply. | Large ‘quantities ‘of. water, 16 
is true, até upon inany occafions taken; 
in; and being as readily thrown out again 
by ftool, urine, or perfpiration, have not 
produced any difeafe, But it is alfo, cer~ 

3 ie as tain, 
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J 
tain, that, upon fome occafions, an unu- 
fual quantity ‘of watery liquors taken in 
has‘run off by: the feveral internal: exha- 
| lants, and produced:a dropfy.. “This feems 
to have happened, either from the excre+ 
tories not being: fitted to throw out: the 
fluid fo faft as it had “been taken in,. or 
- from the excretories having been obftrucs. 
ted by accidentally concurting cautes. 
Accordingly it is faid, that the fudden 
taking in of a large quantity: of very cold 
water, has produced droply, probably from, 

the. cold PRRGUEANE: # a! confection of ‘the 
} excretorics. (4 +» ee haa caps tox) 

spa he proportion ihe watery ‘Auid in. alps 
blood: may be increafed;,not only by the 
taking in a large quantity of water by. 
drinking, as now. mentioned,but it Is 
poflible that it- maybe increafed aifo: by. 
water taken. in from: the atmofphere by 
the fkin in. an, abforbing or imbibing» 
fate. Iv well known, that the fkin may 
ert ements ees hs | be, 
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be, at leaft, occafionally in fuch a ake ; 
and itis probable, that in many cafes of — 
beginning dropfy, when the circulation of — 
the blood on the furface of the body is very — 
languid, that the {kin may be changed ~ 
from a perfpiring, to an imbibing, ftate’s 
and thus, at leaft, the difeafe. may be very - 
~ much increafed, 3 


| MDXCLIX. 


A fecond ‘catife of a preternatural abun- 
dance of watery “fluids in the blood- 
veflels, may be, an interruption of the or- 
dinary watery excretions; and according- 
ly it is alleged, that perfons much expo- 
fed to acold and ‘moift air are liable to | 
dropfy. It is alfo faid, that an interrup- 
tion, or confiderable diminution, of the _ 
urinary fecretion, has produced the dif- 
eafe: and it is certain, that, in the cafe of 
an i/churia ‘rendlis, the ferofity retained in ‘ 
the blood -vellels has been poured out into : 

! fome 
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fone internal cavities, and has occafioned — 
dropfy. 


MDCLX. 


2 A third caufe, of an over-proportion of 
ferous fluid in the blood ready to run off 
3 by the exhalants, has been very large eva- 
cuations of blood, either fpontaneous or 
artificial. Thefe evacuations, by abftrac- 
ung a large proportion — of red globules 
and gluten, which are the principal means 
of retaining ferum in the red veffels, al- 
low the ferum to run off more readily. by 
the exhalants : . and’ hence dropfies have 
been frequently thé deaerguance of fuch 
evacuations. : | 

It is poflible slide. xu large and long- 
continued iffues, by abftracting a large > 
proportion of gluten, may have the fame 
| effect. | | : 
- An over-proportion et the ferous eS 
“Vou. IV. oN of © 
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of the blood, may not only be owing to 
the /poltation jut now mentioned, but 
may, I apprehend, be likewife owing to a 
fault in the digefting and aflimilating 
powers in the ftomach and other organs; 
whereby they do not prepare and convert — 
the aliments taken in, in fuch a manner — 
as to produce from them the due propor- 
tion of red globules and gluten; but, ftill — 
continuing to fupply the watery paits, 
occafion thefe to be in an over- proportion, 

and confequently ready to run off in too 
| large quantity by the exhalants. | It isin | 
this manner | that we explain the dropfy; 
fo often. attending chlorofis; which ap- 4 
pears always at firft by a pale colour of © 
the whole body, fhowing a manifeft defi- 
ciency of red. blood; ‘which in that difeafe 
can only be’ attributed to an imperfect 
digeftion andiaMinilavion. 

Whether a like imperfection take. ficie f 
in what has been called a Cachexy, I dare 

| Mot - 
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not determine. This difeafe indeed has 
beén commonly and very evidently owing 
to the general caufes of debility above 
mentioned: and it being probabie that the 
general debility may affect the organs of 
digeftion and affimilation; fo the imperfect 
ftate of thefe functions, occafioning a de- 
ficiency of red globules and gluten, may 
often concur with the laxity of the exha- 


lants:in .produing dropfy. 
eee IDC X12" 


_. ‘Thefe are the feveral caufes of iricrea- 
fed exhalation, which I have mentioned as 
the chief caufe of the effufion producing 
dropfy; but I have likewife obferved in 
MDCLXVII, that with the fame effed, an 
effafion ‘may alfo be made by the rupture 
of veffels carrying watery fluids. — 

ay> In this way, ‘a rupture of the thoracic 
dict; has given occafion to-an effufion of 
5b 4s Sins ae chyle 
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chyle and lymph into the cavity of the 


thorax; and a rupture of the lacteals, has © 


occafioned a like effufion into the cavity of 


the abdomen; and in either cafe, a. dap: 
has been produced. 


-2 , 


It is fufficiently probable that a rupture 


of lymphatics, in confequence of ftrains, . 


a ey. 


ot the violent compreflion of neighbour- ; 


ing mufeles, has occafioned an effufion ; 


which, being diffufed in the cellular tex- 


ture, has produced confiderable dropfy. 


It belongs to. this head of caufes, to re- 


mark, that there are many inftances of a 
rupture or erofion of the kidneys, ureters, 


and bladder of urine ; ; whereby the urine 
thas been poured into the cavity of the‘ab- 


domen, and produced an afcites. — 


-MDCLXI. 


“Upon this fubjet, “e che rupture a ol 
vellels carrying, or of veficles containing, 


watery 
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watery fluids, I muft obferve, that the 
diffeQiion of dead bodies has often fhown 
-yeficles formed upon the furface of many 
_ .of the internal parts; and it has been fup- 
_ »pofed, that the rupture of fuch veficles, 
‘commonly named Aydaiides, together with 
their: ‘continuing to pour out a watery 
fluid; has been frequently the caufe of 
, dropfy. I cannot deny the poflibility of 
 fach a caufe, but fufpect the matter muft 
be explained in a different manner. 
There have been frequently found, in 
Nee every different part of animal 
bodies, colleGtions of {pherical velicles, 
“eontaining a watery fluid; and in many 
cafes of fuppofed dropfy, particularly i in 
thofe called the precternatural encyfted 
dropfies, the {welling has been entirely — 
owing to a collection of fuch hydatides. 
“Many conjectures have been formed with 
»<regard to the nature and produétion of 
thefe veficles; but the matter at. laft 
ra Rae | feems 
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feems to be afcertained. It feems to be 
certain, that each of thefe veficles has 
witbin it, or annexed to it, a living: ani-— 
mal of the worm kind; which feems to | 
have the power of forming a veficle for — 
the purpofe of its own ceconomy, and of © 
filling it with a watery Auid drawn from — 
the neighbouring parts: and this animal 
has therefore been ‘properly named by. j 
-Jate naturalifts, the Zzvia hydatigena. The 
origin and ceconomy of this animal, or — 
an account of the feveral parts of the — 
human body which it occupies, I cannot | 
profecute further here; but it was pro- — 
per for me, in delivering, the caufes af 
dropfy, to fay thus much of hydatides : 
and I muft conclude with obferving, I 
am well perfuaded, that moft of the in- ° 
{tances of preternatural encyfted drop- | 
fies which have appeared in many dif- 
ferent parts of the human. body, have 
been truly colleGtions of fuch hydatides x 

but 
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but how the fwellings occafioned. by. thefe 
are to be diftinguifhed from other {pecies 
of. droply, or how. they are to be treated 
in practice, I cannot at prefent determine. 
»MDCLXAIT, 

Ager asia aaees siete Treturn to 
confider the other general caufe of appt 
which I have faid in MDCXLVI. may be 
an interruption or diminution of the ab- 
- forption that fhould take up the exha- 
led fluids from the feveral cavities and in- 
i terftices of the body; the caufes of which 
interruption, however, are not cafily af- 
certained, i 


MDXCLXIVy 
~ It feems probable, that abforption may be 
diminifhed, and even ceafe altogether, from 


a lofs of tone in the abforbent extremities 
. S4 of 
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of the lymphatics. I cannot indeed doubt 
that a certain degree of. tone or attive - 
power is neceflary in thefe abforbent ex-. 
tremities; and it appears probable, that the 
fame general debility which produces that: 
laxity of the exhalant veffels, wherein have _ 
fuppofed the hydropic diathefis to confift, 
will at the fame time occafion a lofs. of 
tone in the abforbents ; and therefore that - 
a laxity of the lad i will generally be » 
accompanied with a lofs of tone in the ab- 
forbents ; and that this will have a fhare 
in the production of dropfy. Indeed it is» 
probable that the diminution of abforption © 
has a confiderable fhare in the matter; ‘as°! 
dropfies are often cured by medicines which © 
feem to operate sod exciting” the action ‘of © 
the abforbenis.. iayly segd-wldtiad ago isdn: 


-MDCLXV.” TitDSoE TOE 


It bai Biel faginés nee shi ett: 
per- 
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performed by the extremities: of lympha- 
_ tics may be interrupted’ by an obftruction 
_ of thefe-vellels, or at leaft of “the conglo-= 
_ bate glands through which. thefe veffels 
pafs.+ This, however, is very doubtful. 
As the lymphatics have branches frequens- 
_ ly communicating with one another, it is 
not probable that the obftru@tion of any 
one, or even feveral of thefe, can have any 
confiderable effect in interrupting: the ab- 
_ forption’ of their extremities. 
And for the fame: reafon, it is as little 
probable that the obftrudtiion of conglo- 
bate: glands can have fuch an effe@: at 
leaft it is only an obftruction of the glands 
of the mefentery; through which fo con- 
- fiderable.a portion of the lymph paffes, 
that can poffibly have the effet of jnter= 
-rupting: abforption. But even this we fhould 
_ not readily fuppofe, there being reafon to 
believe that thefe glands, even in a con- 
fiderably tumefied ftate, are not entirely 


ob-= 
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obftructed: And accordingly [have known: 
 feveral inftances of the moft partiof the — 


-mefenteric glands being confiderably tu-. | 


mefied, without either interrupting the 
tranfmiflion of fluids to the blood-veffels, 
or occafioning any dropfy. _ 

An hydropic fwelling, indeed, feems 2 i: 

ten to affect the arm froma tumour ofthe — 
axillary gland ; but it feems to me doubt- | 
ful, whether the tumour of the arm may. 
not be owing to fomé compreffion of the 
axillary vein, rather than to an obftruc- 


‘tion of the bldilies 


ise ab 


A particular interruption of ate 
may be fuppofed to take place in the brain, 
As no lymphatic veflels have yet very (— 
certainly been difcovered in, that. organ, 


qe may be. thought that the abforption, 


which certainly takes place there, is. per= 
: ‘formed 
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. formed by the: extremities of veins, or by 
veflels that’ carry the fluid directly into 
the veins; fo that any impediment to the 
‘free motion of the blood in the veins of 

the brain, may interrupt the abforption 

there, and occafion that accumulation of 
ferous fluid which fo frequently. occurs 

- froma congeftion of blood in thefe veins. 

Burl give all this as a matter of conjecture 


vonly. 
MDCLXVII. 


Having thus explained the general cau- 
fes of dropfy, I fhould proceed, in the next 
place, to mention the feveral parts of the 

“body in which ferous colleétions take place, 
‘and fo to mark the different {pecies of 
. @ropfy: but I do not think it neceflary © 
for me to enter into any minute detail 
upon this fubje&. In many cafes, thefe 
colleGtions are not to be afcertained by 

. any 


any external fymptomis, and therefore can- 


‘not be the obje@s of pra@ice ; and many 


‘of them, though in fome meafure difeern- 
ible, do not feem to be curable by our 
art. Ithe more efpecially avoid mention- 


ing very particularly the feveral fpecies, — 


becaufe that has already been fufficiently 
‘done by Dr'D. Monro, and other writers, 
“in every body's hands. I muft confine 


myfelf here to the confideration of thofe 


fpecies which are the moft frequently oc- 
curring, and the moft common objects of 
our practice; which are, the Anafarca, Hy- 


drothorax, and Afcites : and of each of thefe — 


‘I fhall treat in fo many feparate fections. 


ee Ae ee 
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vin he ails pce» 


OF ANASARCA . 


okt 
Tue “Anataroes is a a i upon. the 
‘aie of the body, at firft commonly 
appearing. in particular parts only, but 
at length frequently appearing over the 
whole. So far as it extends, it is an uni- 
form fwelling over the whole member, 
at firft always foft, and readily receiving 
the prefflure of the finger, which forms a 
hollow that remains for fome little time 
aes | ~ after 
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after the preflure is removed, but at length 
rifes again to its former fulnefs. This 
fwelling senerally appears, firft, upon the 
lower extremities; and there too only in thé 
evening, difappearing again in the morn-— 
ing. It is ufually more confiderable as the © 
perfon has been more in an erect pofture 
during the day; but there ate many in= 
{tances of the exercife of walking prevent= 
ing altogether its otherwife ufual coming 
on. Although this {welling appears at 
-firft only upon the ‘feet and about the — 
ankles; yet if the caufes producing it con= 
tinue to act, it gradually extends upwards, 
‘occupying the legs, thighs, and trunk of 
the body, and fometimes even the head. 
Commonly the fwelling of the lower extré= 
mities diminifhes during the night; ‘and'in 


‘the morning, ‘the fwelling’ of the faceig. 


moft confiderable, which again generally 
difappears almoft nasa Bh in the court of 
~the day. 

2 MDCLXIX, 
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The terms es Anafarca and paral 
siatia have been commonly confidered as 
fynonimous; but fome authors have pro- 
_ pofed to confider them as denoting diftin& 

difeafes.. The authors who are of this laft 

opinion employ the name of Ana/farca for 
that difeafe which begins in the lower ex- 
tremities, and is from thence gradually 
extended upwards in the manner, I have 
| juft now defcribed ; while they term Leu- 
copblegmatia, that in which the fame kind 
of {welling appears even at firft very ge- 
nerally over the whole body. They feem to 
think alfo, that the two difeafes proceed 
_ from different caufes; and that, while the 
-anafarca may arife from the feveral caufes 
in MDCXLVIIL—MDCLIX. the leuco- 
phi legmatia proceeds efpecially from a de~ 

ficiency of red blood, as we have mention~ — 
edin MDCLX, ig elt I cannot, however, 
: find 
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find any ‘proper Seatdokicnt for this: di 
- ftin@tion; for although in dropfies ‘pro~ 
ceeding “from ‘the’ caufes mentioned’ in 3 
MDCLX, ec? eq. the difeafe appears” in | 
fome cafes more immediately affecting the 
whole body; ‘yet that does not eftablith a 
difference from the common cafe of ana= 
- farca: for the difeafe, in all its circumftan- 
ces, comes at length to be entirely the 
fame; and in the cafes occafioned by a de- 
ficiency of red blood, I have: frequently 
obferved 3 it. to. come on exaétly in the man- 
ner of an anafarca, a as s above defcribed. 


a ith ‘ — “ 
Wee ta a 
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are a> 
-* $; q 

‘ ‘ in ake 

* 


An eigetil is sibel a pfeternatu- 
yal colle@ion of ferous-fluid in the cellu 
dar texture immediately. under the fkin. 
Sometimes pervading: ‘the fkin itfelf, it 
oozes out through the pores of the eu- 
ticle; and fometimes, too grofs to pais by 


thefe; it railes the cuticle in blifters. 
Some= 
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Sometimes the fkin, not allowing the wa- 
ter to pervade it, is comprefled and har- 

dened, _and at the fame time fo much die 
ftended,. as to’give anafarcous tumours an 
unufual firmnedfs., Itis in thefe laft circum- 
ftances alfo. that an, erythematic inflam- 
tation is ready to come upon anafe arcous 
fwellings. | Wiawsk 


MDCLXXI. 


aaa wi Sha may. immediately ae 
from any. of the feveral caufes of droply 
ehinh. act more generally upon the fy- 
ftem:. and even when other {pecies of 
dropfy, from. particular circumftances, 
appear. firft, yet whenever. thefe pro- 
cecd from, any; caufes more generally 
: acfiating the fyftem, an anafarca fooner 
or. later comes always to be ee, with. 
them... x 
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The manner in which this difeafe com= — 
monly firft appears, will be readily ex- 4q 
plained by what I have faid in MDCL, 
refpecting the effects of the pofture of the 
body. Its gradual progrefs, and. its af- 
feGting, after fome time, not only the 
cellular texture under the fkin, but pro- 
bably alfo much of the fame texture in the 
internal parts, will be underftood partly 
from. the communication, that is, readily 
made between the feveral, parts. of the 
cellular texture; but efpecially from. the 
fame general caufes of the difeafe pro- 
ducing, their effects in every, part of the 
body. It appears to me that, the water, of 
anafarcous {wellings is more seadily com- 
municated to the cavity of the thorax, 
and. to the lungs, than to the cavity of a 
the abdomen, or to the.vifcera. contained 
mM. it. 


. ¢ MDCLXAXI. 


OPrPpnayYerc' a 
MDCLXXIII. 


An anafarca is almoft always attended 
with a fearcity of urine; and the urine 
voided, is from its fearcity, always of a 
high colour; and fr ‘om the fame caufe, 
after cooling, readily lets fall a copious 
' reddifh fediment. This fcarcity of urine 
may fometimes be owing to an obftruc- 
tion of the kidneys, but probably is ge- 
nerally occafioned by the watery parts of 
the blood running off into the cellular tex- 
ture, and being thereby prevented from 
pafling 1 in the ufual ettnny to the kid- 
ite Si ed 

“The difeafe is aie eieratiy attended 
with an tinufwal degtee of thirft; a cir- 
cumftance I would attribute to a like ab- 
fira@tion of fluid from the tongue and fau- 
ces, which are extremely fenfible to every 
‘diminution of the fluids in thefe parts. 


T's MDCLXXIV. 


; 
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The cure of anafarca is to be attempted 
upon three general. indications. | 
_ y. The removing the remote caufes of 
the difeate. | | 
ae The evacuation of the ferous ‘Auid 


alteady. collected i in the cellular cexture. : 


4. The reftoring the tone of the fyftem, 
the lots of which may be confidered int 


many cafes as the pron mete saree of the 


: 


difeate. ur 


ne ot} 


The remote caufes are very often. fiuch 


as had not only been applied, but had. alfo 
been removed, long before the difeafe came ‘ 


on. Although, therefore, their effects re+ 
main, the caufes themfelves cannot ‘be the - 
objects, of practice ; but if the; caufes till 
continue to be applied, fuch as a tntem pe- 

rance, 
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rance, indolence, and fome others, they 
mutt be removed: For the moft part, the 

_ remote caufes are certain difeafes previous 
to the dropfy, which are to be cured by 
the remedies particularly adapted to them, 
and cannot be treated of here. The curing 
_of thefe indeed may be often difficult; but 
it was, proper to lay down the prefent i in- 
dication, in order. to fhow, that when thefe 
-remote caufes cannot be removed, thé cure 
of the dropfy mutt be difficult, or perhaps 
| impofible. In many cafes, ‘therefore, the 
following indications will be to little pur- 
pofe; and particularly, that often the exe- 
cution of the fecond. will not only give 
the patient a great deal of fruitlefs trouble, 


but commonly alfo mie on his fate. | 
t | “et 374) : pat. 1k Fi ¥ 2 MT en 


opie! fecond indication’ for evacuating 
the collected feruim, Leaaca be fometimes 
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executed with advantage, and often, at leaft, 
with temporary relief.) It may be perform- 
ed in two-ways.  Firft, by drawing off the 
water direétly from the dropfical part, by 
‘openings made into it» for that purpofe ; 
‘Or, fecondly, by exciting certain ferous 
excretions; in confequence of which, an 


abforption may be excited in the dropfical — 


‘parts, and thereby the ferum abforbed and 
carried into the blood-veflels, may after- 
wards be directed to run out, or may fpon- 
taneoufly pafs out, by one or Be of the 
common excretions, : 


MDCLXXVII, 


In an anafarca, the openings into the 
dropfical part are commonly to: be made 
in fome part of the lower extremities; and 
will be moft properly made by many {mall 
punctures reaching the cellular texture, 
Formerly, confiderable incifions were em- 


ploy~ 
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ployed for this -purpofe: but as any 
wound made in dropfical parts; which, in 
order to their healing, muft neceflarily in- 
flame and fuppurate, are liable to become 
gangrenous; fo itis found to be much fafer 
- to make the openings by {mall punctures 
only, which: may heal up by the firft in- 
' tention. . At the fame time, even with 
refpect to thefe punctures, .it 1s proper to 
-obferve, that they fhould be made at fome 
-diftance' from one: another, and that care 
fhould. be taken to avoid making them in. 
the moft depending parts. 922 co.) Su 


MDCLXXVIU.. 


dy Lhe: water of ‘anafarcous’ limbs: may 
-fometimes be drawn off by pea-iffues,made 
Uby cauftic a little below the knees: for as_ 
the igreat {welling of the lower extremities 
is chiefly: occafioned by the. ferous Amid 
sammenge into’ the upperparts conftantly 
eyolg She ise is 
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falling down to the lower ; fotheiffuesnow, © 
‘mentioned, by, evacuating the|water from? _ 
thefe upper parts, may very much relieve 
the whole of the difeafe, .Unlefs, hows 
ever, the iffues be put in before the dif. 
eafe is far advanced, and before the parts 
have very much loft their tone, the places 
of the iffues are ready x9 become sion 
with pangrene. pyepalstye deol 


Some practical writers have advited ‘ie » a 


employment of fetons for the fame pure! 
pofe that, I have propofed iffaes; butcE) 
apprehend, that fetons willbe more liable) 
than iffnes to the accident, sabi now men” 
tioned. iilico -2iperebard | 
i MDCLXXIX. ara MOSAls Ino 
, eck inioltssd ered yire 
Rot the pris Gh of, ber cies out feruna | 
from anafarcous limbs,..blifters have been.) 
applied to them, and fometimes with great, | 
fuceefs.;; but. the bliftered parts are teady 


to 
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to havea gangrene come upon them. Bli- 
{tering ‘is therefore to be employed with 
great caution; and perhaps only in the 
circum ftances thatl have mentioned above 


to be fit for the employment of iffues. 


Colewort-leaves applied to the fkin, rea~ 
dilyoccafion a watery exfudation from its 
furface ; and applied to’the feet and legs 
affeQ&ed with anafarca, have fometimes > 
drawn off the water yeas enpionly; and 
with great advantage. - 

_ Analogous, as 1 judge, to this, oiled filk- 
hofe put upon the feet and Jegs, fo as to fhut 
out all communication withthe external 
air, have been found fometimes to draw a 
quantity of water from the pores of the 
{kin, and are faid in this way to have res 
lieved anafarcous fwellings: : but in feveral 
trials made, Ihave never found either the 


appli- 
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application of thefe hofe, or that of the — 


colewort-leaves, of much fervice. 


“ 


MDCLXXXI. 


The 2d means propofed in MDCLXXVI. 
for drawing off the water from dropfical 
places, may be the employment of eme- 
tics, purgatives, diuretics, or fudorifics. 


MDCLEXXIn 9! 


_* 
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As fpontaneous vomiting has fome- 


times excited an abforption in hydropic 


parts; and thereby drawn: off » the: ‘waters ~ 


‘lodged in them, itis reafonable to: fuppofe 


that vomiting excited by art, may have the © 
fame effect; and: accordinglyit has‘been — 


often pradtifed. with advantage. The — 


practice, however, requires that the ftrong 


antimonial emetics be latecou nis and that — 
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they be repeated frequently after fhort in- 
tervals. © ae 


MDCLXXXMI. 


- | VPatients fubmit more readily to the 
ufe of purgatives, than to that of eme- 
tics; andiindeed they commonly bear the 
former more eafily than the latter. At 
the fame time, there are no means wé can 
employ to procure a copious evacuation of 
ferous fluids with greater certainty than 
the operation of purgatives; and it is upon 
thefe accounts, that purging is the evacua- 
tion which has been moft frequently, and 
perhaps with: moft fuccefs, ‘employed in 
dropfy.  It-has been generally found ne- 
_ceflary to employ purgatives of the more 
draftic kind; which are commonly known, 
and need not be enumerated here. I be- 
lieve indeed, that the more draftic purga- 
‘tives are the moft effectual for exciting ab- 
| forp- 


‘boat. BoR aAvOaT bicck 


forption, as their ftimulus is moft readily 


communicated to the other parts of the fy- 


ftem; but of late, an opinien has prevailed, 


that fome milder purgatives may be em-_ 4 


ployed with advantage. This opinion has 
prevailed. particularly with regard to the 


oF yftals vulgarly called the Cream of Tar- a 


tar, which i in large dofes, frequently repea- 


ted, have fometimes anfwered the purpofe 


of ettiting large evacuations, both by {tool 4 
_ and urine, and has thereby cured dropfi es. qj 


This medicine, however, has» frequently 
failed, both in its operation and effects, 
when the drattic purgatives, have heen 
more fuccefsful. : ie ‘e A! 

-Pradtitioners have long, ago | oblerved, 
that in the employment of purgatives, 


CF 


it 1S requifite they be repeated, after as 


fhort intervals as the patient can bears | 


probably for this. -reafon,. that when the 


purging is not carried to the degree, of p 


foon exciting an abforption, the. eyacuas 


ie : | it Han 
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‘tion weakens the fyftem, and thereby in- 
créafes the afflux of fluids to the hydropic 
parts ts. 


_MDCLXXXIV. _ 


| The kidneys afford a natural outlet for 
a great part of the watery fluids contain- 
ed i in the blood-veflels ; and the increa~ 
fing the excretion by the kidneys to a con- 
fiderable degree, is a means as likely as 
any other of exciting an abforption in 
dropfical parts. It is upon this account 
‘that diuretic medicines have been always 
| properly employed i in the cure of dropfy. 
The various diuretics that may be em- 
ployed, are enumerated in every t treatife 
of the Materia Medica and of the Practice 
of. Phyfic, and ‘therefore need : not be re- 
peated here. Te. happens, however, un- 
luckily, ‘that. none of them are of very cer- 
‘tain operation ; “neither is it well known 
titi. why 


\ 


why they fometimes fucceed, ‘and why 
they fo often fail; ior why one inediciné 
fhould prove of fervice when another does 
not. Ithas been generally the fault’ of wri* 
tefs upon the Pra@ice of Phyfic, chat they | 
give us inftances of cafes in which certain’ 4 
medicines have proved very ‘efficacious, 

but negle& to tell us in how many ‘other 

inftances the fame have failed. > °° © 


tt deferves to be particularly obferved’ — 

here, that there is. hardly any diuretié more. 
certainly powerful than a large quantity of 
common water taken in by drinking. 1 P 
have indeed obfervedabove, in MDCLVIIE:’ 
thata large quantity of water, or of watery 
liquors, taken in by drinking, has fome\_ 
times. proved a caufe of dropfy 3 and | 
practitioners have been formerly fo much’ — 
afraid that aay liquors taken ‘in by 
I 6 drink 
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drinking might run off into dropfical 
places and increafe the difeafe, that they 
have generally enjoined the abftaining, as 
much as poffible, from fuch liquors. | Nay, 
it has been further afferted, that by avoide 
ing this fupply ef exhalation, and by a, 
total abftinence from drink, dropfies have 
- been entirely cured. What conclufion is 
to be drawn from thefe facts is, however, 

very doubtful. A dropfy arifing from a 
: large quantity of liquids taken in to the 
body has been a very rare occurrence; and. 
there are, on the other hand, innumerable 
inftances of very large quantitiés of water 
having been taken in and running off again 
very quickly by ftool and urime, without 
producing any degree of dropfy. With re- 
{pect to the total abftinence from drink, it 
is a practice of the moft difficult execution ; 
and. therefore has been fo feldom pra¢tifed, 
that we cannot poflibly know how far it 
might prove effectual. The <a of gi- 


ving 
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ving drink very {paringly, has indeed been 
often employed ; but in a hundred inftan- — 
ces, I have feen it carried to a great length — 
without any manifeft advantage; while,on | 

the contrary, the practice of giving drink © 
wery largely has been found not only fafe, 
but very often effectual in curing the dif- ’ 
eafe. The ingenious and learned Dr Mill+ — 
man has, in my opinion, been commend- | 
ably employed in reftoring the practice of 
giving large quantities of watery liquors : 
for the cure of dropfy.. .Not only from 
the. inftances. he mentions from his. own 
-practice, and from that of feveral eminent — 
phyficians in. other parts of Europe, but 
alfo from many inftances in the records 
of phyfic, of the good, effects of drinking : 
Jarge quantities of mineral waters in the 
cure of dropfy, Ican have no doubt of the — 
practice. recommended by Dr Millman 
being very often extremely proper. Lap- 
prehend it to be ppecaly adapted to thofe 


cafes — 
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* calegi an) which the cure is chiefly attemp- 
ted: by: diuretics: It is very probable;:that 
sthefe medicines can: hardly: be carried ‘in 
-any quantity. to. the kidneys: without be- 
ings accompanied ‘with a large: portion ‘of 
water 5 | and the late frequent employment 
-of.the cryftals of tartar has often. fhown, 
that the diuretic: effe@s of that medi- 
-éine are almott only remarkable when ac- 
scompanied with a large quantity of wa- 

ters and. that: without this, the diuretic 
effets: of the medicine feldom. appear. I 
Shall conclude this fubject with obferving, 
-thatas there are fo many cafes of drop- 
fy abfolutely- incurable, the practice now 
cunder cénfideration’ may often fail, ‘yer 
' in moft cafes i it may be fafely tried; and 
cif it appear that the water taken in paf- 
-fes readily by. the urinary fecretion, and 
_ .efpecially that it increafes: the urine be- 
yond the quantity: of drink taken in, the 
practice: may probably ‘be continued with 
Nou. IV. ices : great 


“ye 
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great. ENS but, on the contrary, af 
the urine. be not increafed, or be not even 
in proportion to the drink taken in, it may 
be concluded, that the water thrown in 
runs off by the exhalants, and will aug- 


er rerye € 
5 Fae © | , 


ment, the dilealer part, Wired jolie a 


Another fet of. remedies which. may, be 
employed for exciting a ferous excretion, 
and thereby curing dropfy, is that of. fu- 
dorifics. Such remedies, indeed, have been 
fometimes employed : but however ufeful 
they may have been thought, there are few 
accounts of their having effected a cure; 
and although I have had fome examples :. 
of their fucceds, 3 in mott inftances of their 
trial they have been ineffeGual. . 

Upon. this fubject it is proper. to; ee 
notice of the feveral means that haye been : | 
pr opofed and amalone for diffipating the | 


hunt 


woe ipit-Ys't 6: © “by 


| humidity: of the body; and particularly that 
of heat externally applied to the fur face 
‘of it.) Of fiich applications I have ead * 
mo experience; and their propriety and | 
utility muft reft upon the credit of the 
authors who relate them. I {hall offer only 
this conjecture upon the fubje@: That if 
fuch meafures have bé€n truly ufeful, as 
it has feldom been by the drawing out of 
“any” fenfible humidity, it has probably 
been by their reftoring the per{piration, 
which is fo often ereatly diminifhed in 
‘this diteate; ; or, perhaps, by changing the 
“ftate of the fein, from the imbibing condi- 
‘tion which is alleged t to > take Place, into 
that of F perfpiring. : 


om 


sit “MDCLXXXVIL 


" “When, by the feveral means now men- 
‘tioned, we fhall have fucceeded in evacu= _ 
F ating the water of dropfies, there will 
(PARE U2 then 


gee YR ALC CXE 


then efpecially be occafion for our third 


indication ; which i 18, to reftore the tone of — 


the fyftem, the lofs of which is fo often 
the caufe of the difeafe. This indication, 
indeed, may properly have place from the 


very firft appearance of the difeafe; and 
certain. meafures adapted fo this purpofe _ 


may, upon fach “firft appearance, be em=- 


ployed with advantage. In many cafes. 
of a moderate difeafe, I am perfuaded © 


that they may obviate any future increafe 
of it. | . 


MDCLXXXVIIL 


Thus, upon what is commonly the firft 


fymptom of anafarca, that 1s, upon the 
appearance of we are called Oedematous ' 
Swellings of the feet and legs, the three’ 5 
‘yemedies of bandaging, friction, and ex- | 


ercife, have often been ufed with advan- 
tage. Pi de si 
MDCLKXXIX. 


d-' 
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MDCLXXXIX. 


That fome degree of external compref- 
Bais: is fuited to fupport the tone of the 

vefiels, and particularly to prevent the ef- 
fects of the weight of the blood in dila- 
; ting thofe of the lower extremities, muft . 
‘be fufficiently evident; and the giving 
_ that compreffion by a bandage properly 

: applied, has been often ufeful. In apply- 
ane: fuch a bandage,. care is to be taken 
that the compreflion may never be 
‘greater on the upper than on the lower 
part of the limb ; and this, I think, can 
hardly ever be fo certainly avoided, as by 
employing a properly conftructed laced 
| flOSIARE: 


| MDCXC. 


Frichon is iat means by which the 
- action of the blood-veflels may be promo- 
ay U 3 ted, | 
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ted, and thereby the ftagnation of fluids | 
in their extremities prevented. Accor- 
dingly, the ufe of the flefh-bruth, has 
often contributed to difcufs cedematons 
{wellings. It appears to me, that fric- 
tion, for the purpofes now mentioned, 

more properly employed i in the morning, , 
when the {welling is very much. gone off, . 
than in the evening, when any confide-). 
rable degree of it has already come on.. 
1 apprehend alfo, that friction being 
made from below upwards only, is more 
ufeful than when made. alternately up-_ 
wards and downwards. It has been com- - 
mon, inftead of employing the flefh-bruth, 
to make the friction by warm and dry 
flannels; and this may in fome, cafes be 
the moft convenient: but I cannot: per- 
ceive that the impregnation of thefe flan- 


nels with certain dry fumes 1 is of any, be= 
nghit, Hs 7 


_ MDCXCI, 
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_MDCXCL... , 


"With refpeé to exercife, I mutt obferve, 
that although perfons being much in an 
ere& pofture during the day, may feem to 
increafe the {welling which comes on at 
night; yet as the ation of the mufcles has | 
‘a great fhare in promoting the motion of 
the venous blood, fo I am certain, that as 
miuchexercife in walking as the patient 


can eafily bear, will often prevent that 


oedematous fwelling which much ftanding, 


and even fitting, would have brought on. 


“MDCXCIL. 


#.< f. 3 
PE 


“ Thefe meafures, however, boas they 
may be ufeful at the coming on of a 
dropfy,; whofe caufes are not very power- 
ful, will be often’ infufficient in a more 
violent difeafe; and fuch therefore will 
eGuITS more powerful remedies. Thefe 


U4 are, 
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are, exercife and tonic medicines; which 
may be employed both during the courfe — 
of the difeafe; and wine after the 
water has been evacuated, 


MDCXACHI, 


_ Exercife is fuited to affift in every funce 
tion of the animal ceconomy, particularly: 
to promote per{piration, and thereby pre- 
vent the accumulation of watery fluids in 
the body. Lapprehend alfo, that it may 
be the moft effectual means. for preventing 
the fin from being in an imbibing {tate ; 

and, as has been hinted above on the ile 
ject of Emaciation (MDCVIL. ), Lam per- 
fuaded, that a full and lar ‘ge perf{piration 
will always be a means of exciting abforp-_ 


tion in-every, part of the fyftem..),Fxercife, _ 


therefore, promifes to. be highly ufefuljin 


dropfy; and any mode of, it may, be em->_ | 


| ployed that’ the, patient can moft conve- 
| 3 niently. 


(OB PUT A veT' ze 


niently,admit of. It fhould, however, al+ 
‘ways be.as much as he can/eafily bear { ane 
in anafarca, the fhare ‘which the exercife 
of mufcles has in promoting the motion 
‘of the venous blood, induces me to think 
that bodily exercife, to whatever degree the 
patient can bear it, will always be the moft 
~ufeful. From. fome experience alfo, I am 
perfuaded, that by exercife alone, employ- 
ed early in the difeafe, reat dr se nei 


ety 


be Rare 
© MDCXCV. 


_ Befides exercife, various tonic remedies 
are properly employed to reftore the tone 
of the fyftem. The chief of thefe are, cha- 
lybeates; the Peruvian bark, and various 
- bitters. 'Thefe are not only fuited to re- 

-ftore the tone of the (fyftem in general, 
but are particularly ufeful, in ftrengthen~ — 
ng the organs of digeftion; -which in 
- dropfies 
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dropfies are frequently very much weaken- 

ed: and for the fame purpofe’alfo aromatics 

may be frequently joined with the tonics. 
MDCXCV. 

Cold bathing is upon many occafions 
the moft powerful tonic we can employ’; 
‘but at the beginning of dropfy, when the — 
debility of the fyftem is confiderable, it 
can hardly be attempted with fafety. Af> 
ter, however, the water of dropfies has | 
been very fully evacuated, and the indi- 
cation is to ftrengthen the fy{tem for pre- 
venting a relapfe, cold bathing may per- 
haps have a place. It is, at the fame time, 
to be admitted with caution ; s and can 
{carcely be employed till the fyftem has 
otherwife recovered a good deal of vigour. 
When that indeed has happened, cold ba- 
thing may be very ufeful in confirming: 


and completing it. | 
MDCXCVI, 
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-MDCXCVI. 

In perfons recovering from dropfy, 
while the feveral means now mentioned 
for ftrengthening the fyftem are employ- 
ed, it. will be proper at the fame time to 
| keep conftantly in view the fupport of the _ 
"watery excretions ; and confequently the 
| keeping up the perfpiration by a great deal 
of exercife, and continuing the full flow of 
the urinary excretion by the frequent ufe 
_ of diuretics. 


SECT. 
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Sev dy ee 


Of the HyprotHorax, or Dropsy of the BREAsT. 


“. MDCXCVIL 


THE preternatural colletion of ferous | 
fluid in the thorax, to which we give the 
appellation of Hydrothorax, occurs more fre- 
quently than has been imagined. Its pre- | 
fence, however, is not always to be very 
certainly known; and it often takes place 
to a confiderable degree before. it be dif- 
covered. | 


MDCXCVIUI. 
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MDCXGVIII. 


Thefe colleCtions of watery fluids in the 


thorax, are found in different fituations. 


Very often the water is found at the fame 
time in both. facs. of the pleura, but fre- 
quently in one of. them only. . Sometimes 


it 18. found in the pericardium alone; but 
for the moft part it. only appears there 
when at the fame time a colleCtion is prefent 
in one or both cavities. of the ‘thorax. In 
fome inftances, the collection. is. found to 


_be only i in that cellular texture of the lungs 


which furrounds the bronchia, without 


~ there being. at. the fame time any effafion 


into the cavity of the thorax. 
Pretty frequently the water collected 


 confifts chiefly of a. great number of hy- | 


datides in different fituations ; fometimes 


feemingly floating in the cavity, but fre- 
quently connected with and: attached’ to 


the 


tro Pp R KOT Ee 


purtiduler batts of the internal furface of 
the sng Mi 


to 4 


MDCC,, wears. 


From the'célle@ion of’ water being we 
in various fituations and circumftances, } 
‘fymptoms arife which are different in-dif- 

»ferent cafes; and from thence it becomes 
often ‘difficult to afcertain the prefence and — 
‘nature of the affeGtion. I fhall, however, 
endeavour here to point out the moft com- 
mon fymptoms, and efpecially thofe of that 
principal and moft frequent form of the — 
‘difeafe, when the ferous fluid is prefent in 
‘both facs of the pleura, or, as we ufually | 
fpeak, in ‘Bork cavities of the thorax, 


HTM) 9, 108 
The difeafe frequently comes on with a 
fenfe of anxiety. about the lower part’ of 


‘the fternum.. This, before it has fabfitt= 
2 vty pees ed 
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-ed.long, comes to be joined with fome 
‘difficulty of breathing ; which at firft ap- 
_pears only upon the perfon’s moving a little 
fafter than ufual, upon his walking up an_ 
acclivity, or upon his afcending a ftair-_ 
cafe: but after fome time, this difficulty 
-of breathing becomes more conftant and 


j contiderable, efpecially | during the night, 


| when the body is in a horizontal fituation. 


| Commonly, at the fame time, lying upon 
one fide is more eafy than upon the other, 
or perhaps, lying upon the back more eafy 
than upon cither fide. Thefe circumftan- 
ces are ufually attended with a frequent 
‘cough, that is at firtt dry; but which, 
after fome time, is accompanied with an 
expectoration of thin mucus. 

With all thefe fymptoms, the hy- 
drothorax is not certainly difcovered, as 
the fame fymptoms often attend other 
difeafes of the! breaft. “When, however, | 
along with thefe'fymptoms, there-is at the 


{ame 
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fame. time an cedematous {welling of the 

feet and legs, a leucophlegmatic palenefs.of 
the face, anda {carcity of urine, the ex- 

aftence of a hydrothorax can: be no longer 
doubtful: - Some writers have told us, that 
fometimes in this difeafe, before ithe fwell- 
ling of the feet:comes:.on, a watery {well- 
ang of the férotum’ appears ;> bur L have 
never met with any sea of 'thiss vies 


were peeks thaw SIN 


“MDCCH: | hte Sa 
Whiltt ‘the phish ahi the, difeate 4s ig. 
fomewhat, uncertain, there isa fymptom 
which fometimes takes place, and:has been 
thought to bea certain charadteriftic aie it; 
and that is, when, foon after the’ patient has | 
fallen afleep, he.is fuddenly awaked with 
a fenfe of anxiety 2 and. difficult breathing, 
and with a violent palpitation « of the heart. 
Thefe feelings immediately require an erect 
pofture ; and very often the. difficulty. of 
3 OS get ara 
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breathing continues to require and to pre- . 
vent fleep for a great part of the night. 
This fymptom I have frequently found 
attending the difeafe; but I have alfo met 
with feveral inftances in which this fymp- 
tom did not appear. I muft remark fur- 
ther, that | have not found this fymptom 
attending the empyema, or any other dif- 
eafe of the thorax; and therefore, when it 
attends a difficulty of breathing, accompa- 
nied with any the fmalleft fymptom of 
dropfy, I have had no doubt in concluding 
_ the prefence of water in the cheft, and have 
always had my judgment confirmed by the 
fymptoms which afterwards appeared. 


MDCCIL. 


The hydrothorax often occurs with 
very few, or almoft none, of the fymp- 
toms above mentioned; and is not, there- _ 
_ fore, very certainly ‘difcovered till fome 
Vor. IV. x others 
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others; appear. The moft decifive fymp+ — 
— tom is a fluctuation of water in the cheft, 
_ perceived by the patient himéfelf, or by the 
phyfician, upon certain motions of the — 
body. How far the method propofed by — 
Auenbrugger will apply to afcertain the 
prefence of water and the quantity of it 
in the cheft, I have not had occafion or 
opportunity to obferve. 

It has been faid, that in this di feat fome P 
tumour appears upon the fides or upon. the 
back; but I have. not met with any in- 
{tance of this. In one inftance of the. dif- 
eafe, | found one fide of the thorax con= 4 
fiderably enlarged, the ribs ftanding out 
farther on that fide than upon the other. a 

A numbnefs anda degree of palfy in none 
or both arms, has been frequently « obferved | 
to attend a hydrothorax. aban eile ae 
Soon after this difeafe has made {ome 
progref, the pulfe commonly, becomes 
irregular, and frequently } intermitting: but 

Pye Pei i this 
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‘this happens in fo’ many other’ difeafes of 
_ the breaft, that unlefs when it is attended 
with fome other of the above-mentioned: 
fymptoms it cannot be confidered as deno- 
| ae Ue ARE ales | : 


MDCCIL 


This difeafe, as other dropfies, is com- 
monly attended with thirft and a fcarcity of | 
urine, to be explained in the fame manner 
as in the cafe of anafarca (MDCLXXIII.) 
The hydrothorax, however, is fometimes 
| without chirft, or any other febrile fymp- 
tom ; although I believe this happens in 
4 the cafe of partial affeCtions only, or when 
amore ‘general affection is yet but in a 
flight degree. In both cafes, however, and 
more efpecially when the difeafe is confi- 
i derably advanced, fome degree of fever 1 is 
generally prefent : and 1 apprehend it to be 
in fuch cafe, that the perfons affected are 
| more than ufually fenfible to. cold, and. 
X 2 com- 


e 
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complain of the coldnefs of the air when 


that is not perceived by other perfons. 
MDCCIV. 


The hydrothorax fometimes appears 
alone, without any other {pecies of dropfy 
being prefent at the fame time: and in 
this cafe the difeafe, for the moft part, isa 
partial affection, as being either of one fide 
of the thorax only, or being a collection of 
hydatides in one part of the cheft. The 
hydrothorax, however, is very often, a 
part of more univerfal dropfy, and when, 
at the fame time there is water in all the 
three principal cavities and in the cellular 
cexture of a great part of the body. I have 
met with feveral inflances, in which fuch 
univerfal dropfy began firft by an effufion 
intothe thorax. "The hydrothorax, however, 
more frequently comes on from an anafar- 
ca gradually increafing; ; and, as I have faid 


above, 
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above, the general diathefis feems often to 
_ affeét the thorax fooner than it does either 
the head or the abdomen. 


MDECV. 


This difeafe feldom admits of a cure, 
or even of alleviation, from remedies. It 
commonly proceeds to give more and more . 
difficulty of breathing, till the aGion of 
the lungs be entirely interrupted by the 
quantity of water effufed; and the fatal 
event frequently happens more fuddenly 
than was expected. In many of the ine 
“ftances of a fatal hydrothorax, I have re- 
marked a {pitting of blood to come on {e- 
| veral days before the patient died. : 


Met MDOCV IT. 

Ss caufe of hydrothorax is often ma- 
~'nifeftly one or other of the general caufes 
Bistovad { cs bar. wgieibad ells a 
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of dropfy pointed out above: but what 
it is that determines thefe general. caufes to 
act more efpecially in the thorax ; and 
particularly what it is that produces the 
partial collections, that. occur there; I da 
not find to be eafily afcertained. 


MDCCVIL 

From what has been faid above, it will 
be evident, that the cure of hydrothorax 
muft be very much the fame with that of 4 
anafarca; and when the former is joined 
with the latter as an effect of the fame 
general diathefis, there can be no doubt 
of the method of cure being the fame i in. 
both. Even when the hydrothorax | is 
alone, and the difeafe partial, from par- 
ticular caufes acting in the thorax only, 
there can hardly be any other meafures 
employed, than the general ones propofed 
abave, There i is only one particular mea- 


fure 


ie pv stG; — 3ig 


fare adapted to the hydrothorax; and that 
4s, the drawing off the accumulated waters 
by a paracentefis of the thorax. 3 


MDCCVIIL. 


To what cafes this operation may be 
moft properly adapted, | find it difficult 
‘to determine. That it may be executed 
‘with fafety, there is no doubt; and that it 
‘has been fometimes practifed with fuccefs, | 
feems to be very well vouched. When 
‘the difeafe depends upon a general hydro- 
‘pic diathefis, it cannot alone prove acure, 
but may give a temporary relief; and 
“When other remedies feem to be employed 
with advantage, the drawing off the wa- 
ter may very much favour a complete 
cure. I have not, however, been fo fortu- 
“nate as to fee it practifed with any fuccefs ; 
and’ even, ‘where it was moft promifing, 
Bae ve dat Ne X 4 aig that 
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that is, in cafes of partial affeCtion, my 
expectations have been difappointed from 
ies 


SECT. 
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Of Ascires, or Dropsy of the Lower BELLY. 


- MDCCIX. 


‘Tue name of Afcites is given to every 
colle@tion of waters caufing a general fwell- 
ing and diftention of the lower belly ; and 
fuch colleGtions are more frequent than 
thofe which happen in the thorax. 


MDCCX. 


The colle€tions in the lower belly, like 
thofe of the thorax, are found in different 
fitua- 
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fituations. Moft commonly they are in 


the fac of the peritoneum, or general 


cavity of the abdomen: but they often 


begin by facs formed upon, and connec- — 


ted with, one or other of the vifcera; and 
perhaps the moft frequent inftances of this 
kind occur in the ovaria of females. 
Sometimes the water of afcites is found 
entirely without the peritoneum, and be- 


tween this and the abdominal mufcles. © 


MDCCXI. 


‘Thefe collections connected with parti- — 


cular vifcera, and thofe formed without 


the peritoneum, form that difeafe which — 


authors have termed the ency/ted dropfy 
or hydrops faccatus. "Their precife feat, and 


even their exiftence, is very often difficult: 


to be afcertained. They are generally 


ay } 


formed by collections of hydatides. ~~ 


MDCCAIL 
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i In the moft ordinary cafe, that of ab- 


dominal dropfy, the fwelling at firft isin 


fome meafure over the whole belly, but 


generally appears moft confiderable in the 


epigaftrium. As the difeafe, however; 
advances, the {welling becomes more uni- 
form over the whole. The diftention, 
and fenfe of weight, though confiderable; 
vary a little according as the pofture of the 
body is changed; the weight being felt 
the moft upon the fide on which the patient 
lies, while at the fame time on the oppofite 
fide the diftention becomes fomewhat lefs. 


In: almoft all the inftances of afcites, the 


fluGtuation of the water within, may be 


perceived by the practitioner’s feeling, and 
fometimes by his hearing.. ‘This percep- 
tion of fluctuation does not certainly di- 
flinguith the different {tates of dropfy ; but 


_ feryes very well to diftinguith dropfy, from 


tym- 
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tympanites, from cafes of phyfconia, and 
from the ftate of pregnancy in women. 


if MDCCXIIL. 


‘An afcites frequently occurs when no « 
other fpecies of dropfy does at the fame 
‘time appear; but fometimes the afcites 
‘is a part only of univerfal dropfy. In 
this cafe, it ufually comes on in confe- 
quence of an anafarca, gradually increa- 
fing; but its being joined with anafarca, 
does not always denote any general dia~ 
thefis, as for the moft part an afcites foon- 
er or later occafions oedematous {wellings 
of the lower extremities. When the col- 
leGtion of water in the abdomen, from » 
whatever caufe, becomes confiderable, it 
is always attended with a difficulty of 
breathing : but this fymptom occurs often 
when, at the fame time, there is no water 
in the thorax. The afcites is fometimes — 

un- 
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unaccompanied with any fever; but fre- 
quently there is more or lefs of fever pre~ 
fent with it. The difeafe is never confi- 
derable, eihicus Being attended with thirft 


and a fcarcity of urine. 
MDCCXIV. 


In the diagnofis of afcites, the greateft . 
difficulty that occurs, is in difcerning when 
the water is in the cavity of the abdomen, 
or when it is in the different ftates of en- 
cyfted dropfy above mentioned. There 
is, perhaps, no certain means of afcertain= — 
ing this in all cafes ; but in many we may 
attempt to form fome disnasae Cg with re= 
gard to it. 3 

When the antecedent circumftances 
give fufpicion of a general hydropic dia-~ 
thefis; when at the fame time fome de- 

_ gree of dropfy appears in other parts of 

the body ; ; and when, from its firft appear~ 
| ance, the fwelling: has been equally over 
the 
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the whole belly, we may generally pre 
fume that the water 1s in the cavity of thé’ 
abdomen. But when an ‘afcites has not’ ~ 
been preceded by any remarkably cachec* 
tic ftate of the fyftem, and’ when at its — 

beginning the tumour and tenfion had 
appeared in one part of the belly more 
than another, there is reafon to fufpe@ an’ 
encyfted dropfy. Even when the tenfion’ 
and tumour of the belly have become ge+ 
neral and uniform over the whole; yet if 
the fyftem of the body in general appear to. 
be little affeGted ; if the patient’s ftreneth’ 
be little impaired; if the appetite conti- 

nue pretty entire, and the natural fleep — 


be little interrupted ; if the menfes in fe-. ~ 


males continue to flow as ufual; if there 
be yet no anafarca ; or, though it may have 
already taken place, if it be ftill confined. 
to the lower extremities, and there be no’ 
leucophlegmatic palenefs or fallow. colour. 
in, the countenance; if there’ be no fever, 

eae nor | 
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nor fo much thirft, or fcarcity of urine, as 
occur in a more general affection; then, 
according as more of thefe. different cir- 
cum {tances take place, there will be the 
ftronger ground for fuppofing the afcites 
to be of the encyfted kind. 

_ The chief exception to be made from this 
as a general rule, will, in my opinion, be 
when the afcites may, with much probabi-. 
lity, be prefumed to have come on in con- 
fequence of a {cirrhous liver; which, I ap- 
prehend, may occafion a collection of wa- 
ter in, the cavity of the abdomen, while 
the general fyftem of the body may not 
be otherwife much affected... 


EEE MDUCRV a: 
With refpe& to the cure of afcites 
_ when of the encyfted kind, it does not, fo 


far,as I know, admit of any. When the 


collection of water is in the abdominal 


_. Cavity alone, without any other {pecies of 


droply 
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- dropfy prefent at the fame time, I appte- 
hend the afcites will always be of difficult 
cure; for it may be prefumed to depend up= 
on a {cirrhofity of the liver, or other confi- 
derable affection of the abdominal vifcera, 
which I conceive to be of very difficult 
cure, and therefore the afcites depending 
upon them. At the fame time, fuch cafes 
may often admit of a temporary relief by 
ne par acentefis. 


MDCCXVI. 


When the afcites is a part of univerfal 
dropfy, it may, as far as othet cafes of that 
kind can, admit of a cure; and it will be 
obvious, that fuch a cure mutt be obtain-, 
ed by the fame means as above propofed 
for the cure of general anafarca. 

It frequently happens, that the afcites is 
attended with a diarrhoea; and, in that 
cafe, does not admit of the ufe of purga- 
tives fo freely as cafes of anafarca com- 

i | : monly 
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monly do. It 1s theréfore often to be 
treated by diuretics almoft alone, 

The diuretics that may be employed, are 
chiefly thofe above mentioned ; ‘but in af- 
cites, a peculiar one has been found out, - 
Tt is a long-continued gentle friction of the 
fkin over the whole of the abdomen, by 
_ the fingers dipped i in oil, This has fome- 
4 times been ufeful i in exciting an increafed 
flow of urine; but in moft of the trials of 
it which I have known made, it has failed 


in a pete that effect. 


eth 


“The afcites admits of a particular means 
for immediately drawing off the collec- 
ted ‘waters; and that is the well known 
2 Peril of the paracentefis of the abdo- 
men. In what circumftances of afcites 
this | operation can moft properly be pro- 
pofed, it is difficult to determine; but, 
SG SVs re ke fo 
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fo far as I can judge, it muft be regula- 
ted by very much the fame confidera= 


tions as thofe above-mentioned with re- 


gard to the paracentefis of the thorax. 


The manner of performing the paracen-, 


-tefis of the abdomen, and the precautions 
to be taken with refpect to it, are now fo 
commonly known, and delivered in fo 
_ many books, that it is altogether unnecef- 
fary for me to offer any directions upon 
that fubject here; efpecially after the full 
and judicious information and directions 
given by Mr Bett, in the fecond volume 
of his Sy/fem of Surgery. | 


CHAP. 


POPPIES TO ahs 


Clu ASP. iV, 


‘Or GENERAL SWELLINGS, ARISING FROM 
AN INCREASED BULK OF THE WHOLE 
” SUBSTANCE OF PARTICULAR PARTS. 


MDCCXVIIL.. 


PON the fubjeéts of this chapter, 
feveral nofological difficulties occur, 
and particularly with refpect to admitting 
the Phyfconia into the order of General 
Swellings. At prefent, however, it is not 


_neceflary for me to difcufs this point, as 


Iam heré to omit entirely the confidera-_ 


Yo soe. tion 
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tion of Phyfconia ; both becaufe it can fel- 
dom admit of any fuccefsful practice, and 
becaufe I cannot deliver any thing ufeful 
either with regard to the pathology or 
practice in fuch a difeafe. | 


MDCCXIX. 


The only other genus of difeafe com- 
prehended under the title of the prefent 
chapter, is the Rachitis ; and this as’ being 
both a proper example of the clafs of Ca- 
chexy, and of the order of Intumefcentie or 
General Swellings, I fhall offer fome ob- 


fervations with regard to it. 
Or RAcHITI8s, OR RICKETS. 


MDCCXX. 


‘Tus difeafe has been fuppofed to have 
appeared only in | modern. times, and not 
above 
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above two hundred years ago. ‘This opi- 
nion, notwithftanding it has been main- 
tained by perfons of the moft refpectable 
authority, appears to me, from many con~ 
fiderations, improbable ; but itis a point 
of too little confequence to detain my 
readers here. The only application of it 
which deferves any notice is, that it has 
led to a notion of the difeafe having arifen 
from the lues venerea, which had certainly 
made its firft appearance in Europe not 
very long before the date commonly ai- 
_ figned for the appearance of rachitis: but 

- I hall hereafter fhow, that the fuppofed 
connection between the Siphylis and Ra- 
chitis is without foundation. 


~MDCCXXI. 


In delivering the hiftory of the Rickets, I 
mutt, in the firft place, obferve, that with 
refpea to the antecedents of the difeafe, 
eecty thing to be found in authors uponthis | 

Y 3 fabjec, 
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fabisc ‘appears to me to oe upon avery 
_ uncertain foundation. In particular, with 
refpect to the ftate of the parents whofe | 
offspring become affected with this dif- 
eafe, I have met with many inftances of 
it, in children from feemingly healthy pa- 
rents; and have met likewife with many 
-inftances of children who never became 
affeted with it, although born of parents 
who, according to the common accounts, 
fhould have produced a rickety offspring : 
fo that, even making allowance for the 
uncertainty of fathers, 1 do not find the 
general opinion of-authors upon this fub- 
ject to be properly fupported. - 


“MDCCXXIH, 


The difeafe, however, may be juftly 
confidered as proceeding from parents; for. 
it often appears in a great number of the 
fame family: and my obfervation leads 


Mme. 
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me to judge, that it originates more fre- 
quently from mothers | than from fathers. 
Sa far as I can refer the difeafe of the 
children.to the ftate of the parents, it has 
appeared. to me ‘moft commonly to arife 
from fome weaknefs, and pretty trequent- 
ly from a fcrophulous habit, in the mother. 
To conclude the fubje@t, I muft remark, 
that in many cafes I have not been able _ 
to difcern the condition of the parents, to 
which I could refer it. i 
When nurfes, other than the mothers, 
have been employed to fuckle children, it 
has been fuppofed that fuch nurfes have 
frequently given occafion to the difeafe ; 
and when nurfes have both produced and. 
have fuckled children who became ric- 
kety, there may be ground to fufpect 
their having ‘occafioned the difeafe in : 
the children of other perfons: but I have 


had few opportunities of afcertaining this: 


matter. It has in fome meafure appeared 
yf te 


yo | LPR IGE 
to me, that thofe nurfes are moft likely to: 
produce this difeafe, who give infants ay 


large quantity of very watery milk, and 


who continue to fuckle them longer than © 


the ufual time. Upon the whole, how-+ 
ever, Iam of opinion, that hired nurfes: 
feldom occafion this difeafe, unlefs when 
a predifpofition to it has proceeded from 
the parents. — : one. 


MDCCXXIIL. 
a se: 

With regard ‘to the other antecedents, 
which have been ufually enumerated by 
authors as the remote caufes of this difeafe, 
I judge the accounts given to be extremely 
fallacious; and I am very much perfua- 
ded, that the circumftances in the rearing 
of children, have lefs eflect in producing - 
rickets than has been imagined. It is 
_ indeed: not unlikely, that fome of thefe 
circumftances mentioned as remote caufes 
by RON aie may 


H 
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may favour, while other circumftances 
may refift, the coming on of the difeafe ; 
but at the fame time, I doubt if any of 
the former would produce it where there © 
was no predifpofition in the child’s ori- 
ginal conftitution. This opinion of the 
remote caufes, I. have formed from ob- 
ferving, that the difeafe comes on when 
none of thefe had been applied ; and more 
- frequently ‘that many of them had been 
applied without occafioning the difeafe.. 
Thus the learned ZEvIAN! alleges, that the 
difeafe is produced by an acid from the 
milk with which a child is fed for the firft 
nine months of its life: but almoft all 
children are fed with the fame food, and 
in which alfo an acid is always produced ; 
while, at the fame time, not one in a thou- 
-fand of the infants fo’ fed becomes affec- 
ted with the rickets. If, therefore, in the 
infants who become affected with this dif- 
eafe, a peculiarly noxious acid is produ- 
| | : ced, 
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ced, we mutt feek for fome peculiar caufe of 
its production, either in the quality of the 
milk, or in the conftitution of the child; 
neither of which, however, Mr Zeviani — 
has explained. I cannot indeed believe ; 
that the ordinary acid of milk has any 
fhare in producing this difeafe, becaufe I 
have known many inftances of the acid 
_ being produced and occafioning various 
diforders, without however its ever pro 
ducing rickets. . 
Another of the remote caufes commonly 
affiened, is-the child’s being fed with un- 
fermented farinaceous food. But over the 
whole world children are fed with fuch _ 
farinacea, while the difeafe of rickets isa 
rare occurrence; and I have known many 
_ anftances where children have been fed with 
‘a greater than ufual proportion of ferment- 
edfarinacea, and alfoa greater proportion of — 
animal food, without thefe preventing the 


difeafe. In my aiamraii the like ob- 
fer- 


fervations might be made with refpect to 
-moft of the circumftances that have been 
mentioned:as the remote caufes of rickets. 
MDCCXXIV. | 

Having thus offered my opinion con= 
cerning the fuppofed antecedents of this 
 difeafe, I proceed now .to mention the 
“phéhomena occurring after it has sailed 
come on. 

The difeafe feldom appears hefore the 
| pinth month, and feldom begins after the 
fecond year, of a child’s age, In theinterval 
between thefe periods, the appearance of 
the difeafe is fometimes fooner, fometimes 
later; and commonly at firft the difeafe 
_ comes on flowly. The firft appearances 
area flaccidity of the flefh, the body at 
the fame time becoming leaner, though 
food be taken in pretty largely. The head 
appears large with . refpect to the body; 
with 
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with the fontanelle, and perhaps the fu- 
tures, more open than ufual-in children — 
of the fame age. The head’ continues to — 
grow larger, in particular, the forehead be- 
coming unufually prominent; and at the — 
fame time the neck continues flender, or 
feems to be more fo, in proportion. to : 
the head. ‘The dentition is flow, or much _ 
Jater than ufual; and thofe teeth which | 
come out, readily become black, and fre- 
quently again fall out. The ribs lofe their — 
convexity, and become flattened on the 
fides; while the fternum is pufhed out=— 
ward, and forms a fort of ridge. At the 
fame time, or perhaps fooner, the epiphy- | 
{es at the feveral joints of the limbs be- 
come {welled ; while the limbs between the 
_ joints appear, or perhaps actually become, — 
more flender. The bones {éem to be every 
where flexible, becoming varioufly diftort-_ 
ed; and particularly the {pine of the back 
becoming incurvated in different parts of 
1tg 
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its length, Ifthe child, at the time the dif- 
eafe comes on, had acquired the power of 
walking, it becomes daily more feeble in its 
- motions, and more averfe to the exertion of 
them, lofing at length the power of walking 
‘altogether. Whilft thefe fymptoms go on 

increafing, the abdomen is always full, 
and preternaturally tumid. The appetite 
is often good, but the {tools are generally 
frequent and loofe. Sometimes the fa- 
culties of the mind are impaired, and } 
ftupidity or fatuity prevails; but com- 
monly a premature fenfibility appears, and. 
they acquire the faculty of fpeech fooner 
than ufual. At the firft coming on of 
the difeafe, there i 1S generally no fever at- 
tending it; but it feldom continues long, 
tll a frequent pulfe, and other febrile 

fymptoms, come to be conftantly prefent. 
With thefe fymptoms the difeafe proceeds, 
and continues in fome inftances for fome 
years; but very often, in the courfe of 
4 that 
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that time, the difeafe ceafes to advance, 
and the health is entirely eftablifhed, ex- 
cept that the diftorted limbs. produced 
during the difeafe continue for the reft of 


life. In other cafes, however, the difeafe _ 


proceeds increafing till it has affected al- 
mott every function of the animal: ceco- 
nomy, and at length terminates in death: — 
The variety of fymptoms which in fach 
cafes appear, it does not {eem: neceflary 
to enumerate, as they are not cflential to | 
the conftitution of the difeafe, but are 
méfely confequences of the more violent 
Conditions of ate in the bodies of thofe 
who have died, various morbid affedions 
shave been difcovered in the internal parts. 
Moft of the vifcera of the abdomen have 
been found to be preternaturally enlarged. 
The lungs have alfo been found in a mor- 
bid ftate,.feemingly from fome inflam- 
mation that had come on towards the end 
of the difeafe: ~The brain: has béen’com- 
+% An monly 
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monly found in a flaccid tate, with effu- 
fions of a-ferous fluid into its cavities. 
Very univerfally. the’ bones have been 
found very fofc, and. fo much foftened. as 
to be readily cut by a knife. The fluids 
have been always found ina diffolved 
ftate, and the mufcular parts very foft 
and tender; and the whole of the dead 
| body without any degree of that rigidity 
_ which is fo common in almoft all others. 


MDCCXXV.. 


From thefe ani ares of the difeafe, 
it feems ‘to.confift in a deficiency of that 
matter, which fhould form the folid parts 
of the body. This efpecially appears in 
the faulty ftate of offification, feemingly 
depending upon the deficiency of that 
matter which fhould be depofited in the 
membranes which are deftined to become 
bony; and fhould eH them their due firm- 

» nhefs 
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nefs and bony Hardinels. It appears that this 


matter is not fupplied in due quantity ; 
but that, in place of it, a matter fitted to 


increafe their bulk, particularly in the _ 


epiphyfes, is applied too largely. What 
this deficiency of matter depends upon, is 
difficult to be afcertained. It may be a 
fault in the organs of digeftion and affi- 
milation, which prevents the fluids in ge- 
neral from being properly prepared ; or ix 9 
may be a fault in the organs of nutrition, : 
which prevents the “fecretion of a proper 
matter to be applied. With refpect to the 
latter, in what it may confift, Iam en- 
tirely ignorant, and cannot even difcern 
that fuch a condition exifts: but the for- 
mer caufe, both in its nature and exift- 
ence, is more readily perceived ; and it is 
probable that: it has a confiderable influence 
inthe matter; as in rachitic perfone a thin= 
ner ftate of the blood, both during life 
and after death, fo commonly appears. 

’ rhs MAT eae Te 


“Ic is this ftate of the fluids, or a deficiency 
of bony matter in them, that I confider 
as the proximate caufe of the difeafe; and 
which again may in fome meafure depend 
upon a general laxity and debility of the 
moving fibres of the organs that perform | 
the functions of digeftion and afflimilation, 


- MDCCXXVI. 


There is, however, fomething {till want- 
ing to explain Why thefe circumftances 
difcover themfelves at a particular time of 
life, and hardly ever either before or after 
a certain period; and as to this I would 
offer the following conjectures. Nature 
having intended that human life fhould 
proceed in a certain manner, and that cer- 
‘tain functions fhould be exercifed at a cer- 
tain period of life only ; fo it has general 
ly provided, that at that period, and not 
fooner, the body fhould be fitted for the ex 
Vou. IV. anny? | ercife 
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ercife of the functions fuited to it. To ap=_ 
ply this to our prefent fubject, Nature feems 
to have intended that children fhould walk _ 
only attwelve months old; and accordingly - | 
has provided, that againtt that age, and no 
fooner, a matter fhould be prepared fit to — 
give that firmnefs to the bones which isne- 
 ¢eeflary to prevent their bending too ealily q 
under the weight of the body. Nature, 
however, is not always fleady and exact 
in executing her own purpofes; and if - 


therefore the preparation of bony matter 


fhall not have been made again{t the | 


time there is particular occafion for it) 
the difeafe of rickets, that is, of foft and 
flexible bones, muft come on; and. will 
difcever itfelf about the particular pe- 
riod we: have mentioned. ‘Further, it will ~ 
be equally probable, that if at the pe-' 
riod mentioned the bones fhall have acy 
quired their due firmne(fs, and that nature 
Ber8, on in preparing, and fapplying the 
proper 
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proper boty matter, it may be prefumed, 
that acvainft the time a child ' is two years 

old, fuch a quantity of bony matter will 
be applied, as to prevent the bones from 
becoming again foft and flexible, during 
the reft of life; unlefs it happen, as in- 
- deed it fometimes does, that certain cau- 
-fés decur to wath out again the bony 

matter from the membranes in which ic 
had been depofited. The account I have 
now’ given of the petiod at which the - 
rickets occur, feems to confirm the opi- 
tion of its proximate caufe being | a defi- 
ciency of Baily matter in ‘the pace of the 
welae | | 


‘MDCCXXVII, 
“Tehas’been frequently fappofed, that a 
 fiphylitic taint has a fhare in producing 
rickets; but fuch a fuppofition is altogether 
improbable. If our opinion of the rickets 

“2 L2 . ha- 
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having exifted in Europe before the fix 
phylis was brought into it, be well found- 
ed, it will then be certain that the dif- 
eafe may be occafioned without any fi- 
phylitic acrimony having a fhare in its 


production. But further, when a fiphy- 4 


litic acrimony is tranfmitted from the] pa- 
rent to the offspring, the fymptoms do not 
appear at a particular time of life only, 
and commonly more early than the period. 
of rickets; the fymptoms alfo are very 


different from thofe of rickets, and unac= 


companied with any appearance of the 
latter; and, laftly, the fymptoms of fi- 
phylis are cured by means which, in the 


cafe of rickets, have either no effet, or a 
bad one. It may indeed poflibly happen, — 


that fiphylis and rickets may appear in the 
fame perfon; hut it is to be confidered 
as an accidental complication : and the 
very few inftances of it that have occur- 


red, are by no means fufficient to eftablith 


, any 
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any neceflary conneétion between the two 
difeafes. 


ae 


MDCCXXVII. 


With refpedt to the deficiency of bony 
matter, which. I confider as the proximate 
caufe of rickets, fome further conjectures 
might be offered concerning its remote 
caufes : but none of them appear to me 
very fatisfying 5 and whatever they might 
be, it appears to me they muft again be 
refolved into the fuppofition of a general 
laxity and debility of the fyftem. 


LE 


MDCCXXIX. 


‘It is upon this fuppofition almoft alone 
that the cure of rickets has entirely pro- 
‘ceeded. The remedies*have been fuch 
-efpecially as were fuited to improve the 
tone of the fyftem in general, or of the 
: Mag ftomach 
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{tomach in particular: and we know that 
the latter are not only fuited to improve 
the tone of the ftomachtitfelf, but by that 
means to,improye alfo | the tone of the 
whole fy{tem, | 


MDCCXXX., 


Of tonic remedies, one of the moit pro= 
mifing feems to have been cold bathing ; 
and I have found it the moft powerful in — 
preventing the difeafe. Fora lone time 
paft, it has been the practice in this coun= 
try, with people of all ranks, ta wath 
their children from the time of their birth 
with cold water; and from the time that | 
children are a month old, it has been the 
practice with people of better rank to have 
them dipped entirely in cold water every 
morning: and wherever this practice has 
been purfued, I have not met with any 
_ inflance of rickets. Amongft our common 


~~. 
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people, although they wafh their children 
with cold water only, yet they do not fo 
commonly practife immerfion: and when 
amongft thefe ® meet with imftances of 
rickets, I prefcribe cold bathing; which 
accordingly has often checked the progrefs 
of the difeafe, and fometimes feems to 


have cured it entirely. 


MDCCXXXI. 


The remedy of Ens Veneris, recommended 


‘by Mr Boyle, and fince his time very uni- 


-verfally employed, is to be confidered as en- 


tirely atonic remedy. That or fome other 
preparation of iron 1 have almoft con- 
ftantly employed, though not indeed al- 
ways with fuccefs, I have been perfuad- 
ed, that the ens veneris of Mr Boyle, not- 
withftanding his giving it this appellation, 
was.truly a preparation of iron, and no 
other than what we now name the Flores 

Li 4 Mar- 
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Martiales :: but it‘appears, that both Bene= 
voli and Buchner have employed a prepa= | 
ration of copper; and I am ready to. be- 
lieve it to be a more powerful tonic than 
the preparations of iron. | 


~ MDCCXXXIY, 


Upon the fuppofition of tonic reme- 
dies being proper in this difeafe, I have en- 
deavoured to employ the Peruvian bark; 
but from the difficulty of adminiftering it - 
to infants in any ufeful quantity, I have 
not been able to difcover its efficacy ; but 
Tam very ready to believe the teftimony 
of De Haen upon this fubjeé. | 


MDCCXXIII, 


Exercife, which is one of the moft power- ” 
ful tonics, has been properly recommended 
forthe cure of rickets ; and as the exer-— 
: ; 3 cife 
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cife of geftation only can be employed, it 
fhould always be, with the child laid in a © 
horizontal fituation, as the carrying them, 
or moving them in any degree of an erect 
pofture, is very apt to occafion fome’ 
diftortion. It is extremely probable, that, 
in this difeafe, friction with dry flannels 
may be found an ufeful remedy. 


MDCCXXXIV. 


It is alfo. fufficiently probable, that the’ 
avoiding of moifture is not only advife- 
able, but may likewife be of fervice in the 
— cure of this difeafe. 
There is no doubt that a certain diet 
- may contribute to thefame end ; but what 
may be the moft eligible, I dare not deter- 
mine. I have no doubt that leavened 
‘bread may be more proper than unfer- 
‘mented farinacea ; but I cannot find any 
- reafon to believe that {trong beer can ever 
be a proper remedy. — 
Prace 
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~ Practitioners have been divided in opi- 
nion concerning the ufe of milk in this 
_difeafe. Zeviani, perhaps from theory, 
condemns the ufe of it; but Benevoli em- 
ployed it without its impeding the cure of 
the difeafe. ‘This laft I have often remark- 
ed in the courfe of my own practice. Asit 
is difficult to feed children entirely without 
milk; fo I have commonly admitted it as a 
part ‘of the diet of rickety children; and in 
many inftances I can affirm, that it did not 
prevent the cure of the difeafe.. In cafes, 
however, of any appearance of rickets, and 
particularly of a flow dentition, I have dif- 
fuaded the continuance of a child upon the 
breaft; becaufe the milk of women is a more 
watery nourifhment than that of cows: and 
I have efpecially diffuaded the continuing 
a child upon the breaft, when I thought 
the nurfe gave rather too much of fuch a 
waterynourifhment; for, as has beenabove- 
mentioned, I have had frequent occafion ta 
2 +o fofpect, 
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fufpect, that the milk of fuch nurfes has a 
tendency to favour thecoming on of rickets, 


MDCCXXXV. 


Befides the remedies and regimen now 
mentioned, practitioners have commonly 
employed in this difeafe, both emetics and 
purgatives. When the appetite and dige- 
{tion are confiderably impaired, vomiting, 
if neither violent, nor frequently repeated, 
feems to be of fervice; and by a moderate 
agitation of the abdominal vifcera, may 
in fome meafure obviate the ftagnation 
and confequent {welling that. uiually OC~ 
‘cur in them, 

As the tumid fate of aA abdomen, 
fo conftantly to be met with in this difeafe, 
feems to depend very much upon a tym- 
panitic affection of the inteftines; fo, both 
by obviating this, and by deriving from 
the abdominal vifcera, frequent gentle 
* ORE purga- 
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purgatives may be of fervice. Zeviani, 
perhaps properly, recommends in parti- 
‘cular rhubarb; which, befides its purga- 
tive quality, has thofe alfo of bitter and 
aftringent. 


MDCCXXXVI. 
I have now mentioned moft of the re- 
medies commonly employed by the prac- 


titioners of former times; but I muft not 
omit mentioning fome others that have 


been lately fuggefted. The late Mr De — 


_ Haen recommends the-teftacea; and affures 
us of their having been employed with 
faccefs: but in the few trials which Ihave 
had occafion to make, their good effects — 
did not appear. 
The late Baron Van Swieten gives us 


one inftance of rickets cured by the ufe © 


‘of hemlock; but I uo not know that the 
practice has been repeated. 
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MDCCXXXVIL. My 


r Finp it difficult to give any fufficient- 


ly correct and ‘proper character of this 
order. The difeafes comprehended un- 


der 
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der it, depend, for the moft part, upon a 
depraved ftate of the whole of the fluids, 
producing tumours, eruptions, or other 
preternatural affeGtions of the fkin, Al- 
though it be extremely difficulr to find a 
general character of the order that will ap- 
ply to each of the genera and fpecies, I 
thall here treat of the princ#pal’ genera 
which have been commonly comprehended 
under this order, and which I have enu- 


e 
merated in my Nofology. 
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HE character of this’ difeafe I have 

attempted in my Nofology; but it~ 

will be more properly taken from the 

_ whole of its hiftory, now to be deliver- 
eae Eee : | 


| MDCCXXXIX, 


Tt is Sk adatont aiid very ativan sd 
ee? difeafe; and although i it fome- 


‘ times 
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times may, yet it rarely appears, but in 
children whofe parents had at fome pe- 
riod of their lives- been affected with it. 
Whether it may not fail to appear in the 
children of fcrophulous parents, and dif- 
cover itfelf afterwards in their offspring in 
the fucceeding generation, I cannot cer- 
tainly determine; but believe that this has 
frequently happened. Jt appears to me to 
be derived more commonly from fathers 
than from mothers; but whether this 
happens from there being more fcrophu- 
lous men than {crophulous women mar- 
ried, I am not certain. 

With refpec to. the influence of Gaveuts 
in producing this difeafe, it deferves to be 
remarked, that in a family of many chil- 
dren, when one of the parents has been 
affected with {crophula, and the other not; 
as it is ufual for fome of the children to 
be in conftitution pretty exaétly like the 
one Barrel and others of them like the 

| other ; 
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other; it commonly happens that thofe 
children who moft refemble the {erophu-— 
lous parent become affected with fcrophu- 
la, while thofe refembling the other ‘sie 
cinagie sedi . | 
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“The baled generally arate at a 
particular period of life. It feldom ap-~ 
pears in the firft, or even in the fecond, 
year of a child’s life; and moft commonly 
itoccurs from the fecond, or, as fome allege, 
and perhaps more properly, from the third, 
tothe feventh year. Frequently, however, 
it difcovers itfelf ata later period; and there 
are inftances of its firft appearance, at every 
period till the age of puberty ; after which, 
however, the firft appearance of it is very 


rare: 
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When it does not occur very early, we 
ean generally diftinguifh the habit of 
body peculiarly difpofed to it. It moft 
commonly affects children of foft and flac- 
cid habits, of fair hair and blue eyes; or 
at leaft affedts thofe much more frequently 
than thofe of an oppofite complexion. It _ 
affects efpecially children of {mooth fkins — 
and rofy cheeks; and fuch children have | 
frequently a tumid upper lip, with a chop 
in the middle. of it; and this. tumour 1S 
often confiderable, and extended to the 
columna nafi and lower part of the no- 
firils. The difeafe is fometimes joined 
_ with, or follows rickets; and although it » 
frequently appears in children who have 
not had rickets in any great degree, yet | | 
it often attacks thofe who by a protube- 
rant forehead, by tumid joints, and a tu- 
mid abdomen, fhow that they had fome © 

2  Ya- 
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-yachitic difpofition. In patents who, with- 
out having had the difeafe themfelves, 


feem to produce fcrophulous children, we 


can commonly perceive much of the fame 
habit and conftitution that has been Dh | 


now defcribed. ene 
Some authors have oe that the 
fmall-pox has a tendency to produce this 
difeafe; and Mr De Haen afferts its follow- 
ing the inoculated, more frequently than 
the natural, fmall-pox. This laft pofition, 


however, we can confidently affirm tobe a 


miftake; although it mutt be allowed, that 


in fact the {crophula does often come on 


immediately after the {mall-pox. ‘Tt is, 
however, difficult to find any connexion 


between the two difeafes. According to — 


my obfervation, the accident only happens 
in children who have pretty manifeftly the 
. fcrophulous difpofition ; and I have had 
 feveral inftances of the natural fmall-pox 


Seine upon children affected at the fame 


Aa: | time 


~ 
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time with fcrophula, not only without this 
difeafe being any ways aggravated by the 
fmall-pox, but even of its being for fome 
time after much relieved. 


MDCCXLIL. 


The f{crophula generally fhowsitfelf firft _ 
at a particular feafon of the year; and at 
fome time between the winter and fum- 
mer folftice; but commonly long before 
the latter period. It is to be obferved fur= — 
ther, that the courfe of the difeafe 
afually conneéted with the courfe of the 
feafons. Whilft the tumours and ulcera-_ 
tions peculiar to this difeafe, appear firft in : 
the fpring, the ulcers are frequently heal- 
ed up in the courfe of the fucceeding fum~ 
mer, and do not break out again till the 
enfuing fpring, to follow again with the 
feafon the fame courfe as before. 


MDCCXLIIL. 
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Frequently the firft appearance of the 
- difeafe is the tumid and chopped lip above 
_ mentioned. Upon other. occafions the firft 
appearance is that of {mall {pherical or oval 
tumours, moveable under the fkin. They 
are foft, but with fome elafticity. They 
are without pain; and withont any change 
an the colour of the fkin. In this ftate 
they often continue for a long time; even 
for a year or two, and. fometimes longer. 
~Moft commonly they firft appear upon 
the fides of the neck below the ears; but 
fometimes alfo under the chin. In either 
cafe, they are fuppofed to affect in thefe 
places the conglobate or lymphatic glands 
only; and not at all the falivary glands, © 
till the difeafe is very greatly advanced. 
_ The difeafe frequently affects, and even at 
firft appears “in other parts of the body. 
In particular, it affects the joints of the el- 

A253). | bows 
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bows and ankles, or thofe of the fingers 
and toes. The appearances about the © 
joints’ are not commonly, as elfewhere, 
{mall moveable fwellings; but a tumour 
almoft uniformly furrounding the joint, 


and interrupting its motion, 


MDCCXLIV. 


‘'Thefe tumours, as I have faid, remain 
for fome time little changed ; and, from. 
the time they firft appeared in the fpring, 
they often continue in this way till the re-- 
‘turn of the fame feafon in the next, or per- 
chaps the fecond year after. About that 
time, however, or perhaps in the courfe 
of the ‘feafon in which they firft appear, 
the tumour becomes larger and more fix- 
ed; the {kin upon it acquires a purple, 
feldom’a clear rednefs: but growing red- 
der by degrees, the tumour becomes foft- 
er, and allows the fluctuation of a liquid 
within 
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within to be perceived. All this procefs, 
however, takes place with very little pain 
attending it. At length fome part of the 
{kin becomes paler; and by one or more 


{mall apertures a liquid is poured out. 


MDCCXLV. 


The matter poured out has at firft the 
appearance of pus, but it is ufually of a 
thinner kind than that from phlegmonic 
abfcefles ; and the matter as it continues 
to be difcharged, becomes daily lefs puru-— 
lent, and appears more and more a vifcid 
ferum, intermixed with. fmall. pieces of a 
white fubftance refembling the curd of 

milk. By degrees thetumouralmoft entirely 
- fubfides, while the ulcer opens more, and 
{preads broader ; unequally, however, in dif- 
ferent diredtions, and therefore is without 
any regular circumfcription. The edges of 
‘the ulcer are commonly flat and {mooth, 
Ae? ape BO 
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both on their outfide and their inner edge, 
which feldom puts on a callous appear- 
ance.» The ulcers, however, do not ge- 
nerally {pread much, or become deeper; 
but at the fame time their edges do not 
advance, or put on any appearance of 
forming a cicatrix. 


MDCCXLVIL 


In this condition the ulcers often con- 


tinue fora long time; while new tumours, 


with ulcers fucceeding them im the man- 


-nerabove defcribed, make their appearance | 


in different parts of the body. Of the firft 


ulcers, however, fome heal up, while other 


tumours and ulcers appear in their vicinity, 
or in other parts of the body: and in this ~ 


manner the difeafe proceeds, fome of the ul- 


cers healing up, at leaft to a certain degree, 


in the courfe of fummer, and breaking out 
again in the fucceeding {pring: or it conti-~ 
| nues, 

ues, 
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nues, by new tumoursand ulcers fucceeding 
them, in the fpring feafon, making their 
appearance fueceflively for feveral years, 


MDCCXLVII. 


In this way the difeafe goes on for 
- feveral years; but very commonly in 
four or five years it is fpontanecouily 
cured, the former ulcers being healed up, 
and no new tumours appearing: and 
thus at length the difeafe ceafes entirely, 
leaving only fome indelible efchars, pale 
and {mooth, but in fome parts fhrivelled; 
_ or, where it had occupied the joints, lea- 
ving the motion of thefe impaired, or 


entirely deftroyed, 


MDCCXLVIN, 


Such is the moft favourable courfe of - 
this difeafe; and with us, it is more fre- 
3 quently 


370 PRACTICE 


quently fuch, than otherwife: but it -is 
often a more violent, and fometimes a fa- ~ 
tal malady. In thefe cafes, more parts of 
the body, are at the fame time affected ; : 
the ulcers alfo feeming to be imbued with. 
a peculiarly fharp acrimony, and therefore 
becoming more deep, eroding, {preading, 
‘ as well as feldomer healing up. In fuch ca- 
fes, the eyes are often particularly affected. 
The edges of the eye-lids are affected with 
tumour and fuperficial ulcerations; and 
thefe commonly excite obftinate inflam- 
mation in the adnata, which frequently, | 
produces an opacity of the cornea. | 
When the fcrophula efpecially affects the 
joints, it fometimes produces there confi- : 
derable tumours ; in the abfcefles follow- 
ing which, the ligaments and cartilages _ 
are eroded, and the adjoining bones are 
affeted with a caries of a peculiar kind. 
In thefe cafes, alfo, of more violent {cro- 
phula, while every year produces a num- 
ber 
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ber of new tumours and ulcers, their acri- 
mony feems at length to taint the whole 
fluids of the body, occafioning various dif- 
orders; and particularly a heétic fever, 
with all its fymptoms, which at length 
proves fatal, with fometimes the fymptoms 
of a phthifis pulmonalis, 


MDCCXLIX, 


The bodies of perfons who have died 
of this difeafe {how many of the vifcera in 
avery morbid ftate; and particularly moft 
of the glands of the mefentery very much 
tumefied, and frequently in an ulcerated 
 ftate.. Commonly alfo a great number of 
tubercles or cyfts, containing matter of 
various kinds, appear in the lungs. 


“MDCCL. 
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Such is the hiftory of the difeafe: and, 
from thence it may appear, that the na~ -— 
ture of it is not eafily to be afcertained. It 
feems to be a peculiar affection of the 
lymphatic fyftem ; and this in fome mea- 
fure accounts for its connection with a 
particular period of life. | Probably, how- 
ever, there is a peculiar acrimony of the 
fluids that is the proximate caufe of the dif . 
eafe; altho’ of what nature this is, has not 
yet been difcovered. It may perhaps be ge- 
nerally diffufed in the fyftem, and exhaled 
into the feveral cavities and cellular texture 
of the body; and therefore, being taken 
up by the abforbents, may difcover itfelf ; 
efpecially in the lymphatic fyftem. This, — 
however, will hardly account for its being 
more confined to that fyftem, than happens 
in the cafe of many other acrimonies which 
may be fuppofed to be as generally diffufed. 


In 


In-fhort, its appearance in particular con- 
ftitutions, and at a particular period of life, 
“and even its being a hereditary difeafe, 
which fo frequently depends upon the 
 tranfmiffion of a peculiar confticution, are 
all of them circumftances which lead me 


~ to conclude, upon the whole, that this dif- 


_ eafe depends upon a peculiar sonpsTetien of : 
| the shi pet Siftlem. | 


MDGCLI =. 
~ Iv feems proper to obferve here, that 
the {crophula does not appear to be a con- 
tagious difeafe; at leaft have known many 
inftances of found children having had 
frequent and clofe intercourfe with {cro- 
. phulous children without being infected 
with the difeafe. ‘This certainly fhows, 
that in this difeafe the peculiar acrimony 
of it is not exhaled from the furface of the _ 
body, but that it depends efpecially upon 
a peculiar conftitution of the fyftem. 
MDCCLIL. 
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Several authors have fuppofed the fcro= 
phula to have been derived from the ve- 
nereal difeafe; but upon no juft erounds 
that I can perceive. In very many inftances, 
there can hardly be any fufpicion of the 
parents producing this difeafe having been 
imbued with fiphylis, or with any fiphyli- 
tic taint; and I have known feveral exam- 
ples of parents conveying fiphylis to their 
offspring, in whom, however, no fcrophu- 
lous fymptoms at any time afterwards 
appeared. Further, the fymptoms of the 
two difeafes are very different; and the 
difference of their natures appears particu- 
larly from hence, that while mercury 
commonly and readily cures the fiphylis, 
it does no fervice in fcrophula, and very | 


often rather aggravates the difeafe. 


MDCCLIIE. 
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_ For the cure of fcrophula, we have not 
yet learned any pradtice, that is certainly 
or even generally fuccefsful. 

The remedy which feems to be the moft 
- fuccefsful, and which our pradtitioners 
efpecially truft to and employ, 1s the ufe of 
mineral waters; and indeed the wafhing 
out, by means of thefe, the lymphatic fy- _ 
{tem, would feem to be a meafure promi- 
fing fuccefs: but in very many inftances of 
* the ufe of thefe waters, I have not been well. 
fatisfied that they had fhortened the dura- 
tion of the difeafe more than had often 
happened when no fuch remedy had been 
employed. i. yal 


“MDCCLIV., 


With regard to the choice of the mine~ 
ral waters moft fit for the purpofe, I can- 
‘Not with any confidence giye an opinion. | 
Almoft 
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Almoft all kinds of mineral waters, whé+_ 
ther .chalybeate; fulphureous; or faline; — 
have been employed for the cure of fero- _ 
phula, and feemingly with equal faccefs q 
and reputation: acitcumftance which leads — 
me to think, that, if they are ever fuccefs- ’ 
ful, it is the elementary water, that is the 
chief part of the remedy. — q 

Of. late, fea-water has béen efpecially 
recommended and employed; but after — 
numerous trials, I cannot yet difcover its — 


fuperior efficacy. 


~MDCCLV. 


The other remedies propofed by practi= 
cal writers are very numerous ;. but, upon 
that very account, I apprehend, they are — 
little to be trufted; and as I cannot perceive 
‘any juft reafon for expecting fuccefs from 
them, I have very feldom employed them, © 
-Of late, the Peruvian bark has been | 

3 much 
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much récommended ; and as in fcrophu- 
~ lous perfons there are generally fomie marks 
of laxity and flaccidity, this tonic may 
poflibly be of fervice; but. in a great va- 
riety of trials, I havenever feen it produce 
any immediate cure of the difeafe. 

~ In feveral inftances, the leaves of colts« 
foot have appeared to: me to be fuccefs- 
ful. I have ufed it frequently in a ftrong 
decoction, and even then with advantage ; 
but have found more benefit from the 
exprefled juice, when the plant could be 
had in fomewhat of a fucculent ftate, . 
foon after its firft appearance in the 
 {pring. | | 


-MDCCLVI.. 


_ [have alfo frequently employed the hem- : 
lock, and have fometimes found it ufeful 
in difcufling obftinate fwellings: but in 
this, it has alfo often difappointed me; and 

pot. IV... Bb MSs I 
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| I have not at any time obferved that it 
‘difpofed fcrophulous ulcers to heal. 


I cannot conclude the fubject of inter- 


nal medicines without remarking, that I 


have never found, either mercury or anti= 


mony, in any fhape, of ufe in this difeafe; 
and when any degree of a feverith ftate 
had come on, the ufe of mercury es ie 
eerie hurtfal. 


eaneerat 


In the progrefs of fcfophula, feveral 
external medicines.are requifite. Several 


applications have been ufed for difcuffing — 


the tumours upon their firft coming on; 
but hitherto my own practice, in thefe 
refpects, has been. attended with very 


hietle fuccefs. The folution of faccharum | 


faturni has feemed to be ufeful 5 but 
mw has more. frequently failed: and 


have had no mee fuccefs with the fpi- 
ritus 
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rittis Mindereri. Fomentations of every 
kind have been frequently found to do 
harm; and poultices feem only to hurry on. 
a fuppuration. I am doubtful if this laft 
be ever practifed with advantage; for {cro~ 
-phulous tumours fometimes {pontaneoufly 
-difappear, but never after any degree of 
inflammation has come upon: them; and » 
therefore poultices, which commonly in- 
‘duce inflammation, prevent that difcuf- 
fion of tumours, which might otherwife 
ae happened. ; : 
Even when fcrophulous tumours have 
advanced towards fuppuration, Iam un- 
willing to haften the {pontaneous opening, 
orto make it by the lancet, becaufe I appre- 
hend the {crophulous matter ‘is liable to be 
rendered more acrid by communication 
“with the air, and to become more eroding 
: and fpreading bce when i in its inclofed 
os eI Sidete | 
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The management of {crophulous ulcers 
has, fo far as 1 know, been as little fuc- 
cefsful as that of the tumours. - Efcha- 
rotic preparations, of either mercury or 
copper, have been fometimes ufeful in 
‘bringing on a proper fuppuration, and 
thereby difpofing the ulcer to heal; but 


they have feldom fucceeded, and more — 


commonly they have caufed the ulcer to 


fpread more. The efcharotic from which — 


{ have received moft benefit i is burnt alum; . 
and a portion of that mixed with a mild 


ointment, has been as ufeful an application 


as any I have tried. The application, how-_ 


ever, that | hae found moft ferviceable, 
and very univerfally admiffible, is that of 


linen cloths wetted with cold. water, and — 
- frequently changed when they are becoming | 


dry, it being inconvenient to let them be 


glued to the fore. They are therefore to_ 


be 
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be changed frequently during the day; and 
a cloth fpread with a mild ointment or 
plafter may be applied for the night. In 
this practice I have fometimes employed 
fea-water ; but generally it proved too ir- 
ritating ; : and neither that nor any mine- 
ral water has appeared to be of more idee 


vice than common water. 
MDCCLIX. 


“To conclude what I have to offer upon > 
the cure of {crophula, I muft obferve, that 
cold bathing feems to have been of more 
benefit than any other remedy that I have 
“had occafion to fee employed. 


B3 im CGHAP. 
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Or SIPHYLIS, OR THE. VENEREAL DisE ass. 
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ETER pansies raat had be 


much experience, in treating this 
difeafe, and after fo many books have. been 
publithed upon the fubject, it does not feem 


neceflary, or even proper, for me to attempt , 
any full treatife concerning it; and I fhall — 
\ Re hah 


therefore confine myfelf to fuch general 

remarks, as may ferve to illuftrate fome. 

parts of the Paeey or of the practice. 
MDCCLXI. 


Pe Oe Se ee 


aa ae ee 


OF PHYSIC. 383 


_ MDCCLXI. — 
oe is fufficiently probable, that, an-. 
ciently, im certain parts of Afia, where 
- the leprofy prevailed, and in Europe atter 
that difeafe had been introduced. into 
it, a difeafe of the genitals, refembling 
that which now commonly arifes from 
fiphylis, had. frequently appeared: but it 
is equally probable, that a new difeafe, 
and what we at “prefent term Szphyiis, 
was firft brought into Europe about the 
end of the fifteenth century; and that the 
diftemper now fo frequently occurring, 
has been very entirely derived from that 
which was imported from America at the 
-period mentioned. 


MDCLXII.. 


: . This. difeafe, at leaft-in its principal 
circumftances, ‘never arifes in any perfon 
Bb4 - but 
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but from fome communication with a 


perfon already affected with it. It is moft: _ 


commonly contracted in confequence: of: 
¢oition with an infected: perfon; but in 


what manner the infection is communi- 


cated, is not clearly explained. I'am per- 
f : o) OM) achca 4 a ee 
fuaded, that in coition, it is communicated 


without there being any open ulcer either 


in the perfon communicating orin the per- — 


fon receiving the infection; but in all other 
cafes, [believe it is never communicated 


in any other way than by a contaé of ul. 


cer, either in the perfon communicating or 
in the perfon receiving the infection: 
MDCCLAIII. 


As it thus arifes from the contaét of par- 


ticular parts, fo it always appears firft in 
the neighbourhood of the parts, to which 


the infe@ing matter had been immediately 
applied ; and therefore, as moft:common= 


y 
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' ly contracted by coition, it generally ap- 
pears firft in the genitals. | 


MDOCLEIV! 


After its firtt appearance in particular 
"parts, more efpecially when thefeare the gé-_ 
- nitals of either fex, its effects for fome time . 
~ feent to be confined to thefe parts; and in- 
deed, in many cafes, never extends further: 
In other cafes, however, the infecting mat- 
ter paffes from the parts firft affected, and 
from the genitals therefore, into the blood= 
vellels; and being there diffufed, produces — 
diforders in. many other parts of the body. 
.. From this»view. of the circumftances, | 
phyficians have very properly diftinguifhed 
the different ftates of the difeafe, according 
as they are local or are more univerfal. To 
the former, they have adapted appella- 
tions fuited to the manner in which the 
difeafe appears ; and to the other the gene- _ 
Nreis ae a ral 
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ral affeCtion,. they have almott totally con= 
fined the appellations of Sipbylis, Lues Ve- 
’ nerea, or Pox. In the remarks T am now 
to offer, I fhallbegin with Parfitt the 


local affeGtion. oi) 


“MDCCLXV. 


_'This local, affection ‘appears chiefly im 
the form of gonorrhcea or chancre. 

- The phenomena of gonorrhoea either up-— 
onits firft coming on or in its after progrefs, 
_ or the fymptoms of ardor urine, chordee, 
or others attending it, it is not neceflary 
for me to defcribe. I fhall only here ob- — 
ferve, that the chief circumftance to be 
taken notice of, is the inflamed ftate of the 
urethra, which I take to be: ae acne . 
from. the difeafe, 


oe 
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MDCCLEVE: 


In thefe well-known circumftances, the 
gonorrhoea continues fora time longer or 
fhorter, according to the conftitution of the 
patient ; it ufually remaining longeft inthe | 
moft: vigorousand robuft, or according ta 
the patient’s regimen) andthe caretaken to 
relieve or cure. the difeafe.: In many cafes, 
if by'a proper regimensthe irritation of. 
the inflamed. ftate is carefully: avoided, the 
sonorrhcea {pontaneoully ceafes, the fymp- 
toms of inflammation gradually abating, 
the matter difcharged becoming of athicks | 
er and more vifcid-confiftence, as well as of 
a whiter colour; till at lengthy the flow of 
it ceafes altopether; and whether it be thus 
cured. fpontaneoufly, or by art, the dif 
eafe often. exifts: without communicating 
any ‘infection to the marae ‘aaa ns ie 
body, exe ay ‘ ; 


ee | ithe | 
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MDCCLXVIL. 
‘Inother cafes, however, the difeafe having } 
been neglected, or by an improper regimen 4 
aggravated, it continues with all its fymp- 
toms for a long time; and produces va- q 
rious other diforders in the genital parts, i 
which, as commonly taken: notice of by q 
authors, need not. be. defcribed -here..ic 4 
fhall only obfervey: that the inflammation. b 
of the urethra, which at firft feems to be ] 
feated. chiefly, or only, in its anterior 
parts, is» in’ fuch neglected and aggra- q 
vated cafes {pread upwards along the ure~ j 
thra, even to the neck of the bladder. ] 
In thefe circumftances, a more confiderable q 
inflammation is occafioned in certain parts 
of the urethra; and confequently, fup- 
puration and ulcer are produced, by which 


the venereal poifon is fometimes commu- : 
nicated to the fyftem, and Shan rile toa 
general fiphylis. _ : 

ia MDCCLXVIUL : 
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~ Tt was fome time ago a pretty general 
fuppofition, that the gonorrhoea depended 
always upon ulcers of the urethra, pro- 
ducing a difcharge of purulent matter ; and. 


fuch ulcers do indeed fometimes occur in 


‘the manner that has been juft now men-~ 


tioned. We are now aflured, however, from 


many diffections of perfons who had died. 
when labouring under a gonorrhoea, that 
the difeafe may exift, and from many con- 
fiderations it is probable that it commonly 
does exift, without any ulceration of the 


urethra; fo that the difcharge which ap- 


pears, is entirely that of a vitiated mucus 


_ from the mucous follicles of the urethra. 


‘le 
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+ ARO moft of the fymptoms i g0- 
norrhoca fhould be removed, yet it often 
7 happens 
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happens that a mucous fluid continties t6 ¥ 
be difcharged from the urethra for a long 4 
time after; and fometimes for a great part . 
of a perfon’s life, "This difcharge is what : 


Gees that in fome cafes, when ; itis certain — 


is. Fpinnc called a Glect. 
~ With refpe& to this, it is proper to abe 


that the matter difcharged contains no ve- 4 
‘mereal poifon, the mafter may, and often _ 
: does put on that puriform appearance, and © 
that yellow and greenith colour, which ap- 4 
pears in thedifcharge at the beginning and © 


during the courfe of a virulent gonorrhcea. 


‘Thefe appearances in the matter of a gleet 
which before had ‘been! of a lefs coloured 


kind, have’ frequently. given occafion. to 
fuppefe that’a frefh infection had been 
received ; but lam certain that fuch ap= 


_ pearances may. be brought on by, per- 


haps, various other caufes : and particu- 


larly, byimtempetance in yenery’/and 


drinking) concurring together.': I believe, 


aE TPP ECE. ayy 


“indeed, that this feldom happens to any 
but thofe who had before frequently 1a- 
-boured under a virulent gonorrhoea, and 
have more or lefS of gleet remaining with 
them: but I muft alfo obferve, that in per- 
fons who at no period of their life had ever 
laboured under a virulent gonorrhcea, or 
any other fymptom of fiphylitic affection, 
YT have met with inftances of difcharges 
from the urethra refembling thofe of a vi- 

rulent gonorrhoea. — | 
The purpofe of thefe obfervations i is, to 
fuggeft to praCitioners what I have not 
found them always aware of, that in per- 
fons labouring. under a gileet, fuch a re- 
‘turn of the appearances of a, virulent go- 
norrhoea may happen without any new 
infeCiion having been received, and confe- 
quently not requiring the treatment which 
a new infection might perhaps demand. 
When in the cure of gonorrhoea it was the 
Ligeti to employ purgatives very fre- 
: fs quently, 


aos eR ANC TCE: 
“quently, and fometimes thofe of the draftic’ % 
kind, I have known the gleet, or {purious | 


‘gonorrhea, by fuch a practice much in- 


creafed, and long continued, and the pa- q 

‘tient’s conftitution very much hurt. Nay, q 
in order more certainly further to pre- 
vent miftakes, it is to be obferved, that ~ 
the fpurious gonorrhcea is fometimes at~_ 3 
tended with heat of urine, and fome de- — 
gree of inflammation; but thefe fymptoms % 
‘are feldom confiderable, and, merely by | 
‘the afliftance of a cool regimen, commonly 
difappear in a few days. Lanse ut 


-MDCCLXX. . 


With refpeé to the cure of a virulent 
gonorrhoea, I have only to remark, that 
if it be true, as I have mentioned above, a 
that the difeafe will often, under a pro- 
per regimen, be fpontaneouily cured; and 
that the whole of the virulent matter 
-may be thus entirely difcharged without 
& i oie 
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the affittance of art; it would feem 
that there is nothing required of prac- 
titioners, but to ‘moderate and remove 
that inflammation which continues the 


difeafe, and occafions all the troublefome 


-fymptoms: that ever attend it. The fole 


bufinefs therefore of our art in the cure 


of gonorrlicea, is to take off the inflam- 


mation accompanying it: and this I think 
may commionly be done, by avoiding ex- 
ercife, by ufing a low and cool diet, by 
abftaining entirely from fermented and 
fpirituous liquors, and by taking plenti~ 
fally 0 of mild diluent drinks. 


| MDCCLXXI. : 


The heat of urine, which is fo trouble- 
fome in this difeafe, as it arifes from the 
. increafed fenfibility of the urethra in its in- 
flamed ftate; fo, on the other hand, the ir- 


fitation of the urine has the effect of j in= 


Non. IVs sb@iey jo so.) cereafing 
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‘creafing the inflammation, and is hee a 
fore to be removed as foon as poffible. 
This can. be done moft effeCually by ta- @ 
king in a lar ge quantity | of mild watery | 
liquors. Demulcents may be employed ; 

but unlefs they be. accompanied with a 
: large quantity of water, they will have 
‘Kittle effect. Nitre has been commonly 4 
employed as a. fappofed refrigerant; but, 
from much obfervation, Tam convinced, 
that i in a {mall quantity it is ufelefs, and. 
in a large quantity certainly hurtful ; and, 

for this reafon, that every faline matter 
pafling with the urine generally gives 
{ome irritation to the urethra. To pre-— 
vent the irritation of the urethra arifing 4 
from its increafed fenfibility, the injec~ 
‘tion of mucilage or of mild oil 3 into it has 
| been practifed ; but I have feldom found 

this of much fervice. 


Fvean * 
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“th ‘gonorrhcea, as coftivenefs may be 
hurtful, both by an irritation of the {y= 


item i in general, and of the urethra i in par 
ticular, as this is occafioned always by the 


7 voiding of hardened fetes ; fo coftivenefs i is 


to be carefully avoided or removed; and the 
frequent ufe of large glyfters of water and 


| oil, I have fotind of remarkable benefit in 


this difeafe. If glyfters, however, do not 
entirely obviate coftivenefs, it will be ne« 


_ceflary to give laxatives by the mouth ; 


which, however, fhould be of the mildeft 
kind, and fhould do no more than keep 
the belly regular and a little loofe, without. 
much purging. 


The practice of Medent, purging, C 


which. was formerly fo much in ufe, and 
_ is not yet entirely laid afide, has always 
appeared to me to be generally fuper= 


fluous, and often very hurtful, Even 
Cea” what 
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what are fuppofed to be cooling purga- 
tives, fuch as Glauber’s falt, foluble tartar, | 


and cryftals of tartar, in fo far as any part. 4 


of them pafs by urine, they, i in the fame, 
manner as we have faid of nitre, may be 
hurtful; and fo far as they pone very 
liquid ftools, the matter of which is ge- 
nerally acrid, they i irritate the rectum, and 
confequently the urethra. ‘This laft ef- 
fect, however, — the acrid, and in any de- _ 

gree draitic purgatives, more ° certainly pro- 
3 cate 


*' MDCCLXXM. 

in cafes of paecctinas attended ‘inks 
violent inflammation, blood-letting may 
be of fervice; and in the cafe of perfons 


of a robuft arid vigorous: Habit, in whom 


_ the difeate i 1S. commonly the moft violent, 
 blood-letting may be very ‘properly em- 
- ployed. As general bleedings, however, 


when 


SE PHYS tC, “soy 

when there is no phlogiftic diathefis in 
the fyftem, have little effect 1 in removing 
topical inflammation ; fo An gonorrheea, 
when the inflammation is confiderable, 
topical bleeding applied to the urethra by 
leeches, is generally more effectual 1 in Te= 


lieving the inflammation. 


- MDCCLEXIV, —.- 


When there is any phymofis attending 2 
: gonorrheea, emollient fomentations applied ‘ 
‘to the whole penis are often of fervice. In 
fuch cafes it is neceflary, and in all others 
ufeful, to keep the penis laid up to the 
belly, when the patient either walks about 
or is fitting. ," 7 | 


MDCCLXXV. 


ee eine of. frequent priapifin Sad ‘ 
) chordee, i it has been found ufeful to ap- 
Ce 3 ply 


feo 4 
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3 ply to the nihile of the penis a spinlilk of 


crumb of bread moiftened with a ftrong 4 


folution of fugar of lead. I have, how- — 
ever, been often difappointed i in this prac-> 
tice, perhaps by the poultice Keeping. the 
penis too warm, and thereby yuan the 
very fymptoms I wifhed to prevent, 
Whether lotions of the external urethra, 
with a folution of the fugar of lead, might 
be ufeful in this cafe, I have not propelly 
oe 
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With ‘otpeak to AL eek of injedions, fh 
frequently employed in gonorrhea, I am 
perfuaded, that the early ule of aftringent 
injections 1s pernicious ; not by occafion- 
ing a fiphylis, as has been commonly ima- 
gined; but by increafing and giving occa-~ 
fion to all the confequences of the inflam- 
. Mation, particularly to the very trouble- . 
fome 
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| fome fymptom of igslicd teftigilos: When, 
however, the difeafe has continued for 
fome time, and the inflammatory fymp- 
toms have very much abated, lam of opi- 
nion, that by injections of moderate aftrin-_ 
gency, or at leaft of this gradually increa- 
fed, an end may be fooner put to the dif- : 
eafe than would otherwife have happened; : 
and that a gleet, fo readily occurring, ney 
be generally prevented. | 


MDCCLXXVIL 


- Befides the ufe of aftringent injections, 
it has been common enough to employ 
thofe of a mercurial kind. With refpect 
to thefe, although I am convinced that 
- the infe@tion producing gonorrhea, and. 
that producing chancres and fiphylis, are 
one and the fame; yet I apprehend, that 
in gonorrhoea mercury cannot be of ule 
by correcting the virulence of the infec= 

Sit" AS A | tion 5 ) 
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tion; and ‘therefore that it is not unis» 
verfally neceflary in this difeafe. I am 
-perfuaded, however, that mercury ap- 


plied to the internal furface of the ure- 
thra, may be of ufe in promoting the 
more. full and free difcharge of virulent 
- matter from the mucous glands of ‘it. 
, Upon. this {uppofition, I have frequently 
‘employed mercurial injections ; and, as I 


judge, with advantage; thofe injections 


often bringing on fuch a ftate of the 


confiftence and coletit of the matter dif- 


charged, as we know ufually to pre- 7 


cede its fpontaneous ceafing. I avoid 
thefe injections, however, in recent cafes, 


or while much inflammation i is {till pre~ 


fent; but when that inflammation has. 


fomewhat abated, and the difcharge not- 
withftanding fill continues in a virulent 
form, I employ mercurial injections freely. 
Yemploy thofe only that contain mercury 


entirely in a liquid form, and avoid thofe. 


wh ich 
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which may depofite an acrid powder in 
the urethra. That which f have found molt 


ufeful j is a folution of the corrofive fubli- 
mate in water; fo much diluted as not to 
occafion any violent fmarting, but not fo 
much diluted as to give no {marting at all, 

It is fcarce neceflary to add, that when theré 
. is reafon to fufpect there aré ulcerations al- 


ready formed in the urethra, mercurial i n= 


jections are not only proper, but the i d 


effectual remedy that can be employed. © 


_. MDCCLXXVIITI. 


eh regard t to eine cure of gonorrhea, I 
have only one other remark to offer. Ags 


moft of the fymptoms arife from the inri- , 


tation of a ftimulus applied, the effects of 
this irritation may be often leffened by di- 
minifhing the irritability of the fyftem; 
and it is well known, that the moft certain 


means of accomplifhing this is by employ-" 


ing 


—— 
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ing opium, For that reafon I confider the | 
practice both of applying opium dire@ly 
to the urethra, and of exhibiting it by the 
mouth, to be extremely ufeful in moft cafes 
of gonorrheea. vae 


_MDCCLEXIX, 


ter thus offering fome remarks seity 
refpect to gonerrheea in general, | might 
proceed to confider particularly the vari-: 
ous fymptoms which fo frequently attend 
it; but it does not feem neceflary for. 
me to attempt this after the late publica- 
tions of Dr Foart Simmons, and of Dr 
Schwediauer, who have treated the fubject, 
fo fully, and with fo much difcernment 
and fkill. : 


_ MDCCLXXX. 


NRE omer form of the local eats of 
, fiphylis, 
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fiphylis, : is that of chancre. The ordinary 

appearance of this I need not defcribe, it 

having been already fo often done. Of 
| the few remarks I have to’ offer, “the: firft 

is, that I believe chancres never appear 

in any. degree without immediately com- 

municating to the blood more or lefs of 

the venereal poifon ; for [ have conftantly, 

whenever chancres had appeared, found, : 
that unlefs mercury was immediately 

given internally, fome fymptoms of a ge-~ 

neral fiphylis did certainly come on af- 

terwards ; and though the internal ufe of 

mercury fhould prevent any fuch appear= 
ance, it is ftill to be prefumed that the 

poifon had been communicated, becaufe 

“mercury conld a@& upon it in no other 

manner than as diffufed in the fluids. 


MDCCLXXXI. . 


a has fen a queftion among practi- 
| tioners, 


oh PR AcTT Ey 
tioners, upon the fubject of chancres, Whee 
ther they may be immediately healed up 


by applications made to the chancres, or if 4 
they fhould be left open for fome time | 


without any fuch application? -It has been 
fuppofed, that the fudden healing up of 
~ chancres might immediately force into the 
blood a poifon, which might have been 
excluded by being difcharged from the 
chancre. This, however, is a fuppofition 
that is very doubtful; and, upon the other 
hand,I am certain, thatthe longer a chancre 
is kept open, the more poifon it perhaps ge- 


nerates, and certainly fupplies it more co= 


pioufly to the blood. And although the 
above-mentioned fuppofition were true, it 


_ will be of little confequence, ifthe internal | 


ufe of mercury, which I judge. neceflary 
in every cafe of chancrey be. immediately 
employed. Thave often feen very trouble- 
fome confequences follow from allowing 


chancres » to remain unhealed ; and the 
_ fymp- 


. 
4 
: 


a a 
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fymptoms of general fiphylis have always 
feemed to me to be more confiderable and 
violent in proportion as chancres had been 
faffered to remain longer unhealed. They 
fhould always, therefore, be healed as foon 
as poflible;, and that, by the only very 
effeual means, the application of mer- 
~ curials to the chancre itfelf. Thofe that 
are recent, and have not yet formed any 
: confiderable ulcer, may often be healed by 
the common mercurial ointment; but the 

moft powerful means of healing them has 
appeared to me, to be the application of 
red precipitate in a dry powder. 


| | MDCCLXXXIL. 


“When, in confequence of chancres,. oF 
aie: the other circumftances above men= 
tioned, by which it may happen, the ve- 
nereal poifon has been communicated to 
the blood, it produces many different - 


FY 


fymp- 


Re ees fe 


oat “paca to ‘be Saiierated’ and de= 
feribed ‘here, that having been already 
| done by many authors with great accus 
Facy. gar a as 


Pt 


in any degree ae of av f08 “Ae it is 
known that the’ circumftances which give 
- Gceafion to thé Communication of the ve+ 
‘nereal poifon’ have taken place, a hold the 
internal ufe of mercury to be immediately 
neceflary ; ; and I am well perfuaded, that 
mercury employed without. delay, and in 
fufficient quantity, will pretty certainly 
prevent the’ fymptoms which would other- | 
wife have foon’ ‘appeared, or will remove 
thofe that may have already difcovered 
themfelves. Tn both cafes, it will ii 


Con 
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‘the perfon from any Fiddfe confequences 
of fiphy lis from that bh eid 
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This advice for the early and full ufe of 
mercury, I take to be the moft important 
that can be given with refpect to the ve- 
nereal difeafe 4 And although I mutt admit 
that the virulence of the poifon, may be 
greater in one cafe than in another;-and 
even that one conftitution may be more 
favourable than another, to the violence of 
the difeafe; yet I am thoroughly convin= 
ced, that moft of the inftances which have 
‘occurred of the violence and obftinacy of 
fiphylis have been owing very entirely to the 
‘ teed of the early pphcation of cadet 


MDCCLXXXV. 


: _ Whatever other remedies of fiphylis may _ 
~ be 


be known, or may hereafter be found out; 
1 cannot pretend. to determine ; P but I am 
well perfuaded,.that | in. moft cafes mer= 
eury properly employed will prove a very 
certain and effeGtual remedy. With re+ 
{pect to. others that have been propofed; 

1 thall offer” this remark | only, that: I 7 
have found the decodtion of: the mezereon 
contribute to the healing of ulcers which - ‘ 
f{eemed to have refifted the power of mer- | 
Bryer is 2h 


sey 
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With ans to ee many Melek various 
preparations. of. mercury, I do. not. think . 
it neceflary to give. any enumeration, of 
them here, as they are. commonly very 1 
well known, and have been. lately well 
enumerated by. Dr Schwediauer. _ The — 
éhoice of them: feems to: ‘be for the moft 
part a matter of porbboren ges as I believe 

3 | cures. 
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cures have been, and ftill may be, effected 
by many different preparations, if properly 
adminiftered. The proper adminiftration 
feems to confift, fir, in the choofing thofe 
preparations which are the leaft ready to 
runoff by ftool; and therefore the appli- 
cations externally by unction, arein many . 
cafes the moft convenient. 2d/y, In em- 
ploying-the un@tion, or in giving a pre- 
paration of mercury internally, in fuch 
quantity. as may fhow its fenfible effects in 
the mouth. And, thirdly, without carry- 
ing thefe effects to a greater length, in the 
continuing the employment of mercury for 
feveral weeks, or till the fymptoms of the 
difeafe fhall have for fome time entirely 
difappeared. I fay nothing of the regi- 


tmeti proper and neceffary for patients du- . 


- sing the employment of mercury, becaufe 
I prefume it to be very well known. 
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™ 


Ambngit the other preparations of mer- 


_ cury, I believe the corrofive fublimate has 


often been employed with advantage; but 
I believe alfo, that it requires being con- 


tinued for a longer time than is neceflary 
in the employment of other preparations 
in the manner above propofed; and I fuf- 


pect it has often failed im making a cure, 
becaufe employed while perfons were at the 
fame time expofed to the free air. 


MDCCLXXXVIIL. 


Upon thefe points, and others relative 
to the adminiftration of mercury, and the 
cure of this difeafe, I might offer fome par- _ 
ticular remarks; but I believe they are.ge- 


_nerally underftood; and it is enough for 
: me to fay here, that if practitioners will 


attend, and pee will fubmit, to the 
general 
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nabove, they will feldom 


“1 As mere mi digs oer at 
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HIS aiken appears ie fr Seine, 

and the effects of it are fo often fa- 

tal, in fleets and armies, that it has very 

properly engaged the particular attention 
of phyficians. It is indeed furprifing, that 

it had not fooner attracted the efpecial no- _ 

tice both of ftatefmen and phyficians, fo 

as to have produced thofe meafures and 

Ds sani that might prevent the havock 

which 
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which it fo often occafions. Within thefe 
daft fifty years, however, it has been fo 

much’ attended to and’ ftudied, that we 
might fuppofe every circumftance relating 
to it fo fully and exactly afcertained, as to 
render all further labour upon the fub- 
ject fuperfluous. This perhaps may be 
‘trues ; but it appears to me, that there are ’ 
(till feveral circumftances regarding the 
difeafe not agreed upon among phyficians, 
as well as different opinions formed, fome 
of which may have a bad effect upon the 
practice: and this feems to me to befomuch - 
the cafe, that 1 hope I fhall be excufed j in 
| endeavouring here to ftate the facts as they 
appear to me from the beft authorities, and 
to offer remarks upon opinions which may ~ 
influence the practice in the prevention and. 
‘cure of this difeafe. — 
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With re{fpect to the silicic of the 
difeafe, they have now been fo: fully ob= — 
- ferved, and fo accurately deferibed, that 
there is no longer any doubt in difcerning 


the difeafe when it is prefent, or in,idis 


{tinguifhing it from almoft. every other. 
ailment. In particular i it feems now to be 
fully determined, that there is one difeafe 
only, intitled to the appellation of Scurvy; 
" that it is the fame upon the land as upon 
the fea; that it is the fame in all climates 
and feafons, as depending every where upon 
nearly the fame caufes; and that it is not 
at all diverfified, either in its phenomena 
or its caufes, as ine as spanrais ee fome 
time ago. Sass red eee 


- MDCCXCI. 


The phenomena of s teareyi Ninh tia 
are 
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are not to be defcribed here, as it has been 
fo fully and accurately done elfewhere ; 
and I fhall only endeavour to’ afcertain 
thofe facts with refpect to the preven- 
tion and cure ofthe difeafe which feem 
not yet to be exactly agreed upon. And, 

firft, with refpect to the antecedents that 
may be confidered as the remote caufes of 
the difeafe. | | 


MDCCXCI. — 
"The moft remarkable circumftance a- 
mongft the antecedents of this difeafe 1s, 
that. it has moft commonly happened to 
men living very: much on falted. meats ; 
and whether it ever arife in any other 
circum{tances, is extremely doubrful. 
Thefe meats are often in a putrefcent 
ftate; and to the circumftance of the long 
continued ufe of animal food in a putref- 
eent and fomewhat indigeftible ftate, the 
Dd, . difeat 
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dita te has been efpecially attributed... Whe 
ther the circumftance of the meat’s being 
: falted,. has any effect in. producing the dif- | 
eafe, otherwife than by being rendered more ~ 
indigeftible, is a qieiiony that remains ftill 


in difpute. 
MDCCXCHE . 


It feems to me, that the falt concurs in 
producing the effet; for there is hardly 
any inftance of the difeafe appearing unlefs _ 
where falted meats had been employed, and. 
{carcely an example where the long conti- 
nued ufe of thefe did not produce it: befides 


. _ all which, there are fome inftances where, 


by avoiding falted meats, or by diminifhing 
the proportion of them in diet, while other 
circumftances remained much the fame, | 
the difeafe was prevented from appearing. 
Further, if'it may be admitted as an argu- 
ment upon this fabjecty I fhall hereafter en- 

- deavour 
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deavour to fhow, that the large ufe of faly - 
the proximate caufe of feurvy. 9) 


MDCCXCIV. 


_ It muft, however, be allowed, that the 
principal circumftance in caufing {curvy, 
is the living very much and very long 
upon animal food, efpecially when in a : 
putrefcent ftate; and the clear proof of this 
is, that a quantity of freth vegetable food 
will always certainly prevent the difeafe, 


POCORN Sa 
‘While it has been held, that, in thofe 
circumftances in which feurvy is produ- 
ced, the animal food employed was efpe- 
cially hurtful by its being of difficult di- 
geftion, this opinion has been attempted. to 
be confirmed, by obferving, that the reft of 
| the 
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the food employed in the fame circumftan- 
ces was alfo of difficult digeftion.. This is 
fuppofed to be efpecially the cafe of unfer- 
mented farinacea which focommonly makes 
a part of the fea-diet: but I apprehend this 
opinion to be very ill founded; for the un- 
fermented farinacea, which are in a great 
proportion the food of infants, of women, 
and of the greater part of mankind, can 
hardly be fuppofed to be food of difficult 
-digeftion : and with refpect to the produc- 
tion of {curvy, there are facts which fhow, 
that unfermented farinacea, employed in 
large proportion, have had a confiderable 
effect in preventing the difeafe. 


MDCCXCVI. 

It has been imagined, that a certain im- 
pregnation of the air upon the fea had an 
effect in producing fcurvy. But it is al- 
together improbable: for the only im- 

gape: ‘preg= 
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pregnations which could be fufpected, are 
thofe of inflammable or mephitic air ; and 
it'is now well known, that thefe impreg- 
nations are much lefs in the air upon thé 
fea than in that upon the land ; befides, 
there are otherwife many proofs of the fa- 
lubrity of the fea-air. If, therefore, fea- 
air have any effect in producing f{eurvy, 
it muft be by its fenfible qualities of ee 
or moifture. | 


ap ange Be a 
Sey: 
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“That cold has an effet in vdiatay 
the produdtion of {curvy, is manifeft from — 
hence, that the difeafe is more frequent 
and more confiderable in cold than in 
warm climates and feafons; and that even 
warm cloathing has a confiderable effet 
in puesta it. $s ri | 


‘Qe Puatcrhi te 
- MDCCXCVIIL. _ 


- Moifture may in general have an effect 
in favouring the production of {curvy, 
where that of the atmofphere in which 
men are placed is very confiderable: but 
the ordinary moifture of the fea-air is far 
from being fuch. Probably it is never 
confiderable, except in the cafe of unufual 
rains; and even then, it is perhaps by ~ 
the application of moifture to the bodies 
of men in damp cloathing only that it 
has any fhare in the production of feurvy. 
At the fame time, I believe: there is no — 
inftance of either cold or moifture pro- 
ducing. fcurvy, without the concurrence 
of the ‘ahh feqrtien. 7 


MDcoxcrX. i 


Under thofe circumftances which pro- 
‘duce feurvy, it commonly feems to occur 
molt readily in Maid perfons who are the 

| ; leaft. ¥ 
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leaft exercifed ; and itis therefore probable, 
that confinement and want of exercife may 
have a great fhare in pudhiniidie the dif- 
eafe. 


> -MDCCC. © 


_ Ie appears that weaknefs, in whatever 
manner occafioned, is favourable. to ‘the 
production of fcurvy. Itis therefore pro- 
bable, that. unufual labour and fatigue 
may often have fome fhare in bringing it 
en; and upon the fame account, it is pro= 
 bable, that fadnefs and defpondency may 
induce a weaknels of the circulation; and | 
be thereby, as has been remarked, favour~ 

able to the production of feurvy. : 


MDCCCI. * 


‘ It. has alfo-been obferved, that perfons 
- negligent am keeping their fin clean by 
wafhing and change of cloathing, are mere 

liable 
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feurvy. roca ins 2g5 Heat: 9H! 


MDCCCI. — 


Several of thefe caufes, now mention- 


ed, concurring together, feem to produce _ 


fcurvy; but there is no proper evidence 
that any one of them alone will produce it; 
or that all the others uniting together will 
do it, without.the particular concurrence 
of the fea diet. Alongft with this, how= 
ever, feveral of the other circumftances’ 
mentioned, have a great effet in produ- 
cing it fooner, and in a more confiderable’ 
degree, than would otherwife have hap- 
pened from the diet alone.. 


MDCCCIII. — 


© From this view of the: remote caufes, 
it will readily appear that the: ‘Breven~* 
2 3 tion 
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tion of the difeafe may in fome mea- 
fure depend upon the avoiding of thofe 
circumftances which we have enumerated 
as contributing to bring on the difeafe 
fooner than it would otherwife come on. 
At the fame time, the only effectual means 
will be, by avoiding the diet of falted 
meats; at leaft by leflening the propor- 
tion of thefe, and ufing meat preferved 
otherwife than by falt; by ufing in diet 
any kind of efculent vegetable matter that 
can be obtained; and efpecially by ufing 
vegetable matters the moft difpofed to a- 
cefcency, fuch as malt; and by depking: 
a large quantity of ues water. 


~ MDCCCIV. 


_ The cure of {curvy feems now to be 
very well afcertained ; and when the ne- 
_ ceflary means can be obtained, the difeafe 
is commonly removed very quickly. The 
"page chief 


chief means is a food of freth aid fucei= 


Yent vegetables, and thofe almoft of any 


kind that are at all efculent. » -Thofe mot 
immediately effectual are the acid fruits, 
and, as being of the fame nature, all fort 
of pian Seas | crane a-t2 


G2 ai : “mpecey. 


sotphe! we wena pen fach as 
thofe of the garlic tribe and of the tetrady- 
namiz, are alfo particularly ufeful in the 
cure of this difeafe; for, notwithftanding 
their appellation, they in the firft part of 
their fermentation undergo an aceftency, 
and feem to contain a great deal of ace- 
" ¢cent matter. -Avthe fame time, they have 
generally’ in their compofition an acrid 


matter ‘that readily pafles by tine; pro- 


bably by perfpiration sand; by! promoting 
both: excretions; are ufefulvin the difeafe: 


te is igi etiam that‘fome: plants! of ‘thecco= 


i niferous | 
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niferous tribe, fuch as the fpruce fir, and 
others pofleffed of a diuretic power, may 
likewife be of fome ufe. 


» MDCCCVI. 


ane is ; fafliciently eon a a milk of 
every kind, and particularly its productions 
whey and butter-milk, may prove a cure 
of this naive tee: 


Jpaccgntagoactitte 


it~ 


at kas iiiess common, in. shik difeate-t to 
eaten foffil acids ;_ but there is rea~ © 
fon to doubt if they be of any fervice, and 
itis certain they are not effectual remedies. 
They can hardly be thrown in, in fuch 
quantity.as to be ufeful antifeptics ; and as 
they do not feem to enter into the compo- 
fition of the animal fluids, and probably 
pafs off unchanged by the excretions, fo | 
‘Vot. IV. PB e CheM they 
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they can do little. in ichanguag the ftate 
of the fluids. | | 


seine t® 


The teat debility gb: pp eS 
attends fcurvy, has naturally led phyfi- 
cians to employ. tonic. and ftrengthen- 
ing medicines, particularly the Peruvian 
bark; but the efficacy of, it feems to/me 
very doubtful. It 4s farprifing how toon 
the ufe of a vegetable diet. reftores \ the 
ftrength. . of fcorbutic ~ perfons:; »-which 


feems to: fhow that the preceding debility _ 


lad. depended upon the ftate of the fluids ; 
and confequently till the found ftate of thefe 
can, beireftored, no tonic remedy can have 
much. effec: but as the Peruvian bark 
has little power in changing the’ ftate of © 
the fluids, fo it can have little effect in 
fcurvy. | 


MDCCCIX. 
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_ I fhall conclude my obfervations upon 
the medicines employed in fcurvy, with 
remarking, that the ufe of mercury is al- 
ways mina fy iiiahai 


“MCCOOK. 


After abiases obferved ~~ obits the pre+ 
vention and cure of this difeafe are now 
_ very well known, it may feem unneceflary 
to-enter into much difcuffion concerning 


| ' its proximate caufe: but as fuch difcuf- 


fions ‘can hardly be avoided, and as falfe — 
opinions may in fome meafure: corrupt 
the: practice; I fhall: venture to fuggett 
here what appears to me moft prebalely 
POR: the isviipa sa bdo 
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Notwithfanding what‘has’ been ‘affert- 
ed by fomé eminent perfons, I truft to the 
concurring teftimony of the moft part of — 
the authors upon the fubject, that in feur- 
vy, the fluids fuffer a confiderable change. 

“From thefe authors we learn, that in 
the blood drawn from the veins of ‘per- 
fons Jabouring under the feurvy, the 
craffaméntum is different ‘both in’ ‘colour 
and confiftencé from ‘what it is in healthy 
perfons; and'that at the fame time the 
ferum is’ commonly ¢hanged both in co- 
four! and’ tafte. The excretions alfo, in 
fcorbutic perfons, {how a change 'in'the’ 
ftate° of the fluids.’ ‘The'breath is fetid ; 
the ‘uritie is always’ high-colouréd, and 
more acrid than ufual; and if that acrid 
exfudation from the reentdeh Dr Hulme 
takes notice of, happens efpecially m {cor- 
butic perfons, it will a a remarkable 
| proof 
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_ proof to the fame purpofe.. But however 
this may be, there is evidence enough that 
in feurvy:the natural ftate of the fluids is 
confiderably changed. Further, I appre- 

-hend it may be confidently prefumed from 
this) that the difeafe is brought on by a 
particular nourifhment introduced, into 
the body, and isas certainly cured by the 
taking in of a different diet. In the latter 
cafe, the diet ufed has no other: evident 
operation, than that of giving a particular 
ftate-and Ransiisietve to the fluids. 


Dssasisine »MDCCCXIN. AT 
acetic laden that. eb saiiagy | 
‘aii upon a particular condition. of 
the fluids of the body, the next fubject, of 
‘inquiry is,, What that condition may be? 
. With this view, I muft obferve, that the 
animal ceconomy. has a. fingular. power of 
changing, acefcent aliments, in fuch.a 
oceral Ee 3 man- 
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manner, as to. render them much more 
difpofed to putrefaction: and although; in 
a living ftate, they hardly ever proceed 
to an actually putrid flate; yet in man, 
whofe aliment is of a mixed kind, it is 
pretty certain, that if he were to live'en- 
tirely upon animal food, without ‘a fre- 
quent fupply of vegetable aliment, ‘his 
fluids would advance further towards pu+ 
trefaGtion than is confiftent with health. 
This advance towards putrefaction fees 
to confift in the production and evohition — 
of a faline matter which did not appear 
in the vegetable aliment, and could not be 
produced or evolved in it, but by carrying | 
on its fermentation toa putrefactive ftate, — 
That this faline ftate, is conftantly‘in' fome 
meafure produced and evolved by the ani- 
mal procefs, appears from this, that certain 
excretions of faliné matter are conftantly 
made from the human body, aid are basi 
fore prefemed neceffary to its healthy”! 
) From 
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From all this}; it:may be readily un- 
derftood, how the continual: ufe of ani- 
mal food,-efpecially when already ina pu- 
trefcent ftate, without a mixture of vege- 
table, may have the effect of carrying the 
animal procefs, too far, and particularly 
of producing and evolving a larger pro- 
portion. of faline matter. That fuch a 
preternatural quantity of faline matter 
does exift in the blood of fcorbutic per- 
fons, appears from the ftate.of the fluids 
above-mentioned, It will be a confirma- 
tion of all this to obferve,. that every in- 
terruption of perfpiration, that is, the re- 
tention of faline matter, contributes to the 
produCtion.of fcurvy ;, and this interrup- 
tion is efpecially owing to the application 
of cold, or to whatever elfe weakens the 
force of the circulation, fuch.as the neglect 
or want of exercife, fatigue, and defpon- 
dency of the mind. "It deferves indeed to 
be remarked here, that one of the firft effects 

Ee4 of 
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of the feurvy once induced, is very»foon 
to occafion a great debility of thé fyftem, 
which occafions of | courfe a; moresrapid 
progrefs of the.difeafe.. How the ftate of — 
the fluids may induce fuch debility is not 
well underftood ; , but that it does depend 
upon fuch a ftate of the fluids, ‘is rendered 
f{ufficiently prefumable from what has been 
faid above with. regard to both. the cauifes 
and the cure of cay: 


© MDCCCXHI. fay DVitnde 


It is poflible, that. this , debility. may 
have a great fhare in producing feveral of 
the phenomena iof {curvy ; but ‘a. preter- 
naturally faline, and. confequently diffolved 
{tate of. the blood, will, account for them 
with more. probability; andtdonotthink 
it néceflary to perfons who are atuall accu- 
{tomed. to.reafon upon the animal) cecono- 
my, to explain this matter more fully. I 

have 
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“TO 
have only to add, that if my opinion in fup- 
pofing the proximate caufe of {curvy to be 
a ‘preternaturally faline ‘ftate ‘of the’ bléod 
be ‘atall founded, it wilbbe fufficientl y:ob= 
vious, thavthé throwing intothe body along 
with thevaliment an‘unufval quanticy of 
falt; may have a great fhare im producing 
the difeafe. Even fuppofing fuch falt to 
fuffer no change in the animal body, the 
effet of it may be confiderable; and this 
will be rendered {till more probable, if it 
may be prefumed, that all neutral falts, 
confifting of a fixed alkali, are changed in 
_ the animal body into an ammoniacal falt; 
which T apprehend to be that efpecially 
prevailing in {curvy. ‘If I be at all right in 
concluding, that meats, from being falted, 
contribute to. the produdtion of feurvy, it 
will reddily appear, how dangerous it may 
“be, to admit the conclufion from another 
theory, that they are perfectly innocent. — 


MDCCCXIV.* 
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Having thus endeavoured. to explain 
what relates to the cure of fcurvy in ge- 
neral, I judge it proper to leave to other 
authors, what relates to the management 
of thofe fymptoms, which require a parti- _ 
cular treatment. | she | 


W 
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“'MDCOCXV. | sash brates, 


| T' Baha ae pafied. over feveral of: aie 

titles in my nofology, becaufe they are 
difeafes not of this’ Ifland. In thefe, there- 
fore, 1 have no experience; and without 
that, the compiling from other writers is 
always extremely fallacious. For thefe rea-. 
fons I omit them ;" and ‘fhall now only ‘of- 
fer fome remarks upon'the fabj ec of jaun- 

N21 om dice, 
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dice, the laft in order that I can poflibly 
-yntroduce into my courfe of Lectures. 


-MDCCCXVI.. 
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The pasts sssalaties in a cule co- 
jour of the fkin over the whole body, and 
particularly of the adnata of the. eyes. 
"This yellow colour may occur from diffe- 
rent caufes; but in the jaundice, hereafter | 
to be more exactly characterifed, I judge it 
to depend upon a quantity-of bile prefent 
in the mafs of blood ; and) which, thrown 
out upon the furface, gives its own proper 
colour to the fkin. ar ki gnorbee Wotd ve 
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does not exift in its proper form inthe mafs 
of blood, and cannot appear in this form 
till ic has paffed the fecretory organ of the 
liver. The bile therefore cannot appear in 
the mafs of blood, or upon the furface of 
the body, that is, produce jaundice from 
any interruption of its fecretion; ‘and ac- 
cordingly, if jaundice does appear, it muft, 
be in confequence of the bile, after ic had 
been fecerned, being again taken into the 
blood-veflels. ty 

_» This may happen -in two ways;  ¢i- 
ther by an interruption of its excretion, 
that is, of its paflage into the duodenum, 
which ‘by accumulating it in the biliary 
veflels, may give occafion to its paffing 
again into’ the blood-veffels ;- or it may 
pafs into thefe, by its being abforbed from 
‘the alimentary canal when it happens to 
be accumulated there in an unufual quan- 
tity. How*far the latter caufe can take 
‘place, orig: what circumftances it does 


aco occur, 
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occur, I cannot clearly afcertain, and 
apprehend that jaundice is feldom paotes 
ced in. that manner. I 


“MDCCCRVII. 


The former sia of cess excretion 
may be underftood more clearly ;, and we 
have very certain proof of its being the or+ 
dinary,and indeed almoft the univerfal caufe 
of this difeafe. Upon this fubject it will be 


obvious, that the interrupted excretion of 


the bile muft depend upon an obftru@ion 


of the ducius commums choledochus; the moft 
common caufe of which is a biliary con- 


cretion formed in the gall-bladder, and 
from thence, fallen down into the du@us_. 


communis,it being at the fame time.of fuch, 


a fize as not, to. pats readily through that, 
duct i into the duodenum... -This. duct may: 
hikewife be obftructed by a fpafmodic con> 


ftri@tion ssiieaina it: and fuchfpaim. may 
happen, 
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happen, either i in she duct itfelf, which we 
fuppofe to be contractile ; ; or in the duo- 
denum prefling the fides of the duct clofe 
together; or, laftly, the du@ may be ob- 
{truéted by a‘tumour comprefling it, and 
that arifing either in the coats of the du@& 
itfelf, or in any of the neighbouring parts 
that are, or may come to ath contiguous 

to it. dor) | 


: _  MDCCCXIX. | 
When fuch obftruction happens, the 
fecreted bile muft be accumulated in the 
biliary du€ts; and from thence it may © 
either be abforbed and carried by the lym- 
phatics into the blood-veflels, or it may 
regurgitate in the dudts themfelves, and 
pafs from them directly into the 'afcending 
cava. In either way, it comes to be dif- 
fufed in the mafs of blood; and from 
thence may pafs by every exhalant wre 
and power difeafe in queftion. 
GC ~ MDCCCX.. 
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i hede thus thortly explained ’ the ordi 


nary production of jaundice : but it mutt 
be obferved further, that itis at all times 
accompanied with certain other fymptoms, 
fuchasa whitenefs of the feces alvine, which 
we readily account for from the abfence of 
bile in the inteftines ; and generally, alfo, 
with a certain confiftence of the feces, the 
gaufe of which it is not fo eafy to explain. 
The difeafe is. always accompanied — alfo 
with urine of a yellow colour, or. at eaft 
with urine that tinges a linen cloth with : a 
yellow colour... _ Thefe are conftantly at- 
tending fymptoms ; . and though: not. al- 
ways, yet there ts commonly a pain. felt 


in the epigaftrium, condo as. we 


> ¢ #5 


munis. * ‘This pain” is. often, ‘esompe: 
nied with “vomiting ; : “and | even “when 


the pain is not confiderable, a ‘vomiting 


. fome- 
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fometimes occurs. In fome cafes, when 
the pain is confiderable, the pulfe becomes 
frequent, full, and. hard, cand fome other 
ist ame of pyrexia appear. 
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“When, the ipdiaiees is tis a nape tu= 
mours of che neighbouring parts compref> 
fing the biliary dua, I ‘believe the: difeafe 
can very feldom -be. cured. That: {uch 
is the. caufe of jaundice, may with fome- 
‘probability be fuppofed, when it has 
come on in confequence of other. dif- 
cafes ; which. had. fubfifted. long before, — 
and more efpecially fuch as had ‘been at= 
tended with fymptoms of obitruéted vif- 
cera. Even, when the jaundice has fub- 
fifted Jong without any intermiffion, and. 
without. any pain in the epigaftrium, an 
external compreffion i is to be fufpected. 
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difeafe as incurable; and it is almoftjonly © 
when the difeafe is occafioned. by, biliary © 


concretions obftructing the. biliary. dua, 
that we may commonly expect.relief, and 
that;.our.art may’ contribute to the ob- 


taining) it. Such cafes may be generally | 


known; by: the difeafe frequently difap- 
pearing and returning again ; by our find- 
ing, after the former accident, biliary con- 
cretions :amongtt the feces; and ‘by the 
| difeafe being frequently accompanied with 
” pain, of the‘epigaftrium, and with’ vomi- 
tings arifing from fuch pain... 920k as 
Asmat eh ries CEE wie feds RP yA 
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fee bat salts swe. prey of no certain 
and, immediate, means of expeding., the 
paflage of the biliary concretions, ‘This 


is 
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48 adheraliy: a. work of time, depending 
upon the eradual dilatation of the biliary 
dud; and itis furprifing to obferve, from 
the fize of the ftones which fometimes 
pafs through, what dilatation the duc& 
will admit of: It proceeds, however, 
fafter or flower upon different occafions ; 
and therefore the jaundice, ‘after a -vatious 
duration, often ‘céafes fuddenly and fpon- 
taneoufly.’ “It is this which has given rife 
to'thé belief, that the jaundice! has been 
‘eared by fuch a number aid fuch’a variety 
efi different remedies. Many “of: thefe, 
however}: are” perfeétly | inert, ‘and«many 
othérs 6f them fach “as cannot*be fuppo- 
fed to have any effet in expeding the paf- 
fageof a biliary concretion: I fhall here, 
therefore, takéne notice of the numerous 
remedies of jaundice: mentioned by the 
‘writers’ on the Materia Medica, ‘or even of 
thofe ‘to be found in’ practical authors ; 
but fhall confine myfelf to the mention of 
pedis cer Ffa2 | thofe 
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thofe that may with probability be fuppo- 
fed to favour the paflage of the concretion, 
or remove' the obftacles to it which may 
occurs!) )) pe tiedh sree ely oe elt Hie 
iyi) tea Mee tt aia . 
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dias vn treatment we this, difeafe,;1t is, 
inthe firft, place, to. be attended to, that 
as the diftention of the biliary duct; by a 
hard mafs that does noteafily pafs through 
it, may-excite inflammation there; ;fo in 
perfons of tolerable vigour, blood-letting 
may be an ufeful precaution;, and when 
much: pain, together with any degree 'of 
pyrexia, occurs, it becomes an abfolutely 
neceflary remedy. ‘In fome inftances of 
jaundice accompanied with thefe fymp-— 
toms, I have found the blood drawn CO= 
‘wered with an gore pe craft as.thick 
as in cafes of paepmienies Tete ical 


s 
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There is no means. of a dsdogoid 
a biliary concretion that is more probable 
than the action of vomiting ; which, by 
comprefling the whole abdominal vifcera, 
and particularly the full and diftended 
gall-biadder and biliary veffels,: may con- 
tribute, fometimes gently enough, to the 
dilatation of the biliary du@t. Accordingly 
vomiting has often been found ufeful for 
this purpofe: but at the fame time it is pof- 
fible, that the force exerted in the a@ of 
vomiting may be too violent, and there- 
fore gentle: vomits: ought only ‘to be em- 
ployed. And either when, by the long 
continuance of the jaundice, it may be fuf- 
pected that the fize of the concretion then 
pafling’is large; or more efpecially when : 
pain attending the difeafe gives apprehen- 
fion’ of inflammation, it may be prudent 
to avoid vomiting altogether. 
cing) E64 MDCCCXXVI. 
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“Ot has Leen ufualin the jaundice tahin 
ploy purgatives; and it is poflible that ‘the 
‘action of the inteftines may excite the ac- 
tion of the biliary duds, and thus favour 
the expulfion of the biliary concretion: 
but this, I think, cannot be of miich effe@ ; 
and the attempting it by the frequent ufe 
of purgatives, may otherwife hurt the: pa- 
cient. For this reafon, 1 apprehend’ that 
purgatives can never be proper, excey ting 
when there i is a ito and seh anak id 


at hie scarves slong 


As the relaxation of the fkin contributes 
to relax the whole fyftem, and particularly. : 
to relieve the conftriGtion’ of | fubjacent — 
parts ; fo, when the jaundice is attended 
with pain, fomentations of yt epigaftriam 
pay be of fervice. GE, ARR f ATRRRES 02 
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As the folids of. the living body ,are 
wery flexible and yielding; fo it is pro- , 
bable, that biliary concretions would in 
many cafes find the biliary duc readily 
admit of fuch dilatation as to render their 
paflage through it eafy, were it not that 
the diftention occafions a preternatural 
fpafmodic contraction of the parts below. 
Upon this account, opium is often of great 


benefit in jaundice; and the benefit re- 


— fulting from its ufe, proves fufficiently the 
truth of the theory upon which the ufing 
of it has been founded. ._ 


. Scans | 
Its were oA to be pial, hee a fol- 
is maria of biliary concretions, which might 
mat applied to, them, in the gall-bladder, or 
mM biary ducts, was difcovered : but none 
Fi4 | fuch, 
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fuch, fo far as I know, has yet been found ; | 
and the employment of foap in this dif- 
eafe, I confider as a frivolous attempt. 
Dr White of York has found a folvent.of. 


biliary concretions. when thefe are out of 


the body; but there is not the leaft pro~ 
bability, that it could reach them while. 
lodged within, - | 
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its morbid effects,, 4. > 92 
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its tonic power, how \to be employed in| 
fevers, sith | dhl ak HHA SS 
Coup drink, an ufeful tonic in fevers, 206: 
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proximate caufe of; oe Tgt0—12 
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‘ diftinguifhed from dyfentery, 1466 
diftinguifhed from cholera, = 1467 
“ proximate caufe of,..° 1468 
remote caufes of; 1471—93 
cure of, > , 1494—1503 
" BILIOSA, et aie 
- COLLIQUATIVE; ISoL. 
| MUCOSA, 5 miei 1488 
DIATHESIS PHLOGISTICA;. 625249 
ag : _ how removed; 266 
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Diseases, the diftinguifhing of them, how attained, 2 


_ the prevention of them, on what founded, 3 
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in general, the caufe of them, 1646 
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quently repeated i Miits) > 2F 1080 
rhubarb.improper in nity ia 1080 
Desenrerta ALBA, > salable oo 2 ES 
DysMENORRHOEA, i 1014 
Dyspepsia, hia 1190 
remote caufes of, - 1198 
proximate caufe of, = ©. ‘yy BIOS 
cure of, 1g AAO 1201 
flatulence in it, cure of, — “1221 
‘heart-burn in it, cure of, > 1221 
pains of ftomach in it, cure of, 122% 
vomiting in it, cure of, 1221 
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caufes of, baat sie de .1602—15 
cure of, ECM is 1619 
YEMANSIO MENSIUM, | (o%5> 998. 
‘Emerics, fuited to the cure-of Ng 194 
their effects, Nae oe 176—18o. 
a mean of removing fpafm,: 170 
the adminiftration of in fevers, 175 
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caufes of, hh Ta 
cure of, 
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| phenomena of, .« 
proximate caufe of, 
remote caufes of, 
_ predifponent caufes of; 
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cure of, 
idiopathic, 
cure of, 
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the caufes of it, 
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ERYSIPELAS, attending putrid fever, 
ERYTHEMA, 
EXaNTHEMATA, 


Exercise, ufeful in intermittent fevers, 


FAInTING. See Syncopey 
FaTUITY, ~ f 
Fear, a remote caufe of fever, 

FEvER, . 

ftriGtly fo éalled, the character be 

phenomena of, 

remote caufes of are of a fedative na- 
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: proximate caufe of, 

a atony of the extreme veffels, a prin- 
cipal circumftance in the proximate 
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Fever, continent, + 23 
continued, fg 27 
inflammatory, 67 


miliary. See Mihary Fever. : 
nervous, : 67 
bilious, ~7t 
{carlet. See Scarlet Fever. 
putrid, | 


eRe : 72, 

named fynocha, | 67 

fynochus, | 69 

typhus, — i et OF 
heétic, : yes maga 

intermittent, the paroxyfms of, defcribed, 10 

the cold ftage of, 11 

the hot ftage of, % 1 

the fweating ftage of, If 

of a tertian period, ae 

of a quartan period, 25 

of a quotidian period, 2 5 

| ' caufed by marth effluvia, 84 
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cure of, 228 
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FEVER, intermittent, attended with congeftion.in: .. 


the abdominal vdiaieene smnnqsiy .t U248 
Remittent, oR Rig RS AG 
FLUXES, without fever. | See Proflivia, 
Fruor atzsus. See Leucorrhaa, 
FOMENTATION of the lower extremities, its 
ufe in fevers, (0 lus? Wormmong 199 
Fomites of contagion, Taerepeep tet rt 82 : 
Foncrions intellectual, diforders of; 1528—29 : 
Giga ‘ 
GANGRENE of inflamed parts, the caufe of 255—16 q 
marks of the tendency to, ; 2'c9 
- marks of its having come on, . 2 57 
GASTRITIS, . | t ; 384 4 
phlegmonic, or erythematic, 385 
phlegmonic, the feat of, 3 385 q 
. the fymptoms of, 386 
the caufes of, 387 | 
: the cure of, . 393—397 : 
erythematic, how difcovered, 400 . 
the feat of, . 385 
-. the cure of, Aor 
GAsTRODYNIA, : 1427 
GLEET, 1769 
GONORRHOEA, At ae 1766 
phenomena of, 196765 
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GonorRHOEA, cure of, 
Gout, the character of,» 
a hereditary difeafe, 
diftinguifhed from rheumatifm, 
predifponent caufes of, 
occafional caufes of, 
proximate caufe of, 
not a morbific matter, 
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pathology of, 


cure of, 
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Gout, Regular, laxatives to be employed, “559 
effets of alkalines, et: ae 
effects a Portland: saline Po koe | 

Irregular, hah ei 518 
» Atonic, oe dais ia © 374-379 
pathology of, sh 534 
cure of, ° 7 ye §80—82 
Retrocedent, . aii 2 522 

: panels of, hid adah 535 
“cure of ‘She 580—582 
Mifplaced, SV ieum 
"pathology of, 530 
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arterial and venous, | 1027 
from obftruted menftruation, 1020. 
‘ from fuppreffion of the hemorr- oa: 

hoidal'flux, 1025 
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Hematouria, calculofa, igre Aho oSy 
Bhseogl tS baemladdrebos hiya. 1038 
»wiolenta, 9 1039 

from fuppreffion of accuftomed | 

_ difcharges, " a 104k 

putrida, © Me TENT A 1043 

| fpuria et lateritia, 1044 
HeMIPLEGIA; | : ae | 1140 
¢ caufes of, 114! 
frequently ‘occafioned by apo- 3 

plexy, « i 10 | 1122 

frequently alternates with apo- | 

plexy, . «1144 

cure a pelea! 1152 


‘ftimulants, of ambiguous ufe in 

‘ ftimulants, external in, ~ 4161 
H emoPrvysis, | i | 1: 
‘te the fymptoms of,  838—840 
the caufes of, 760-—63—830—836 
how diftinguifhed from other ; 
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chgraéter of yes © e235 . 736 
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_ the caufes of the different fae: 


cies appearing at different pe- 


_omiods of life, 750—"73 
the general phenomena of, 738—43 
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whether to be attempted 
byart, | 776—8E 
prevention of the firft attacks, 
or of the recurrence of, 782—89 
treatment of when Preteat, 789—805 


fymptomatic, 101g 
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phenomena of, 925—31 
nature of the tumours, 932 
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HEPATITIS, acute, the fymptoms of, Ay 3-415 
. > “combined with pneumo- | 
oho) s nieinflammation, 416 

remote caufes of it, 416 
feat of, to: eke 418 
e various exit of pus produced 
in, Teer vs 
cure of, a 422 
chronic, the feat of, | 418 
> show difeovered, 7 423 

TlooPpING-couGH. | See Chincough, 1402 

dIorRoR, impreflion of, employed in intermittent 

fevers, ney | 231% 

Human effluvia, the caufe of fever, 8i 

; body, its temperature, - 88 
body has a power of generating heat, 88 
HypROPHOBIA, eee, | “3525 
HypRoTHORAX, © ee _ 1697 
where feated, 1698 
fymptoms of, 17oi—03 
oftencombined withuni- 
verfal dropfy, - 1704 
proximate caufe of, — 1706 
cure of, - 1707—08 
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cure of, © | 
‘treatment of the mind in, 
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paroxyfm or fit defcribed, 


rarely appears in males, 
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cure of, 
libidinofa, 
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James’s powder, its ufe in fever, 
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cure of, 
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. internal, the. marks of, 236 
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“ENELAMMATION, its general divifions, | 9 / 293 
EN ‘more ftriGtly cutaneous, .) * 
of the bladder. “See Qyfitis. 
of the brain.’ See Phrenitis. «° Tigl 
of the heart. . See Carditis. ©: | 
of the inteftines. See Enteritis. 
of the kidneys. See Nephritis. 
of the liver. See Hepatitis. 
- Sof the lungs: See Pacumonia. 
of the pericardium: See Pericarditis. 
of the péritonzum: See Peritonitis. 
of the {fpleen, See Spienitis. 
of the ftomach.» See Gaffritis. | 
of the utérus, ‘43a 
Insanity, — ! in’. 1535 
caufes of, : . ‘Ipso—ca 
of different fpecies, 1554 
partial and general, difference of, 157¢ 
INTE MPERANCE IN. DRINKING, a remote caufe 


> of fever, Mass cid baste 2 a 
INTERMISSION OF FEVER)! 98 0555 aby 
INTERVAL OF FEVER, , 2540 aah 
InruMeEscen tra, Fo aeorgiyi yk OM 1620 

charaéter of the order, 1620 


Saprenay K. 


“Kine’s Evit. See Scxvophulas 


= 
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LEUCOPHLEGMATIA, » ‘ened, FOO 

LEUCORRHOEA, ai beats. 250 DOS 

character of, | 986 
appearance a the matter Bidheraed 

in, | iy ie =984—992 

the nih hi soe ig verh ah 988 

the effects of, 999 

the cure of, hoad 993 

LeTHARGUS, La tibiae) 0 LO 

LIENTERY,. «© Lictsmiteomed ies 1469 


Looseness. See Diarrhea. 


- Mapness. See Mania. 


CANINE. See Canine 


ManiA, | ‘yatin 1558 
the fymptoms of, 7 1558 

the remote caufes of, Wir 1sto—O6I 

the treatment of, mi 1562—74 
occurring in fanguine temperaments, 1576 

. -in fanguine temperaments, cure of, 1577 
Manconss, ; 1600 
MarsuH EFFLUVIA, 2 case of fever, 84 
MEASLES, | ie we 
: the fymptoms of, 637-642 
the nature of, ae : 644 

the cure of, | 645—659 

of a putrid kind, 643 


Mz- 


wm xi pi wes 


Mevicine, the inftitutions of; 2° 9° 8 Fi 
MELAENA, | | er eee Ys 1017 
MpLancuoLis, | es, 3 1g4e 
how eae ftom hypo- 

chondriafis, ua. 3 587—88 

the charaéter of, © ~—1582—89 

ei the proximate caufe of,» 1590 

| -the treatment of}... 1592—97 
MnrLANCHOLIC TEMPERAMNET,) «> 1236 


MELANCHOLY. See Melancholia. wn syst gy Ah 
MENORRHAGIA4, | P oh Syl thseyy bE . 
, a€tive or paffivey) <9. 62.966 
F whet a-difeafes (4A 968—7¢5 . 
ara effects.of, ’  lesibse Si Ope | 
wees proximate caufe off i.9 )  ~ O77. 
 Temoté’caufes of f° 2" 9 uy 998 | 
curenof ene ae gene goa D 
Mahses, immoderate flow of them. See Meénorrhagia. — 4 
- ‘Msraurc Tonrcs, employed in intermittent 
Oset ae wofewersys, 4 ge ted agt 


‘Soc Bdr ‘sans; Serer ans yaad we: 1396 
Mi rrorisMvs, } sheet 12 6a 
Miasma'ra, bo paeth pO Garey : 7 
Mruiary FEVER Sok ul Te Lt eee 6 
On sem | : the general hiftory, of, . 9t4—915 j 
Ko _ of two kinds, red a Aiite, w16 | 
M ee Ne 
| 
; 
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f 


Mitiary FEVER, white, the fymptoms of, Ch a 19. 


the cure of; : 923 
Morsus ses ld 7 oi | 1493, 
. MUCOSUS,: | roe 1076 
NIGER, | | 1029 
Nepuritis, | 426 
the fymptoms of, eas 
the remote caufes of; 427 
the cure of, 430 
Nervous Diseases: See Neurofes. 
NEUROSES, | 1096 
NEUTRAL SALTS, diaphotetic in fevers; 159-161 
refrigerant in fevers; ey 135 
Nosortocy, Methodical, iss 2 
Oxpesity, when a difeafe; ng haat 
ONEIRODYNIA, ee sce: bas pane 1598 
OrHTHALMIA, 278 
membranarum; 298. 
| its different degrees, 279—280. 
its remote caufés, 280 
the cure of; 2.88—290 
tari a 248 
the cure of, 288-290 © 


Op1ATEs, employed in the hot ftage of ins 
térmittent fevers, — 233 
in the interval of intermittent fevers, 231 
Orist HoTONOS: See Tetanis. 
Vou. TV. Hh Pans 
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P. 

ParpiraTion of the heart, - 1355 
. the phenomena of, ; 1355 

the caufes of,  - ts, Sa@G 

the cure of, - 1363 

PAL SYy 1140 
diftinguifhed from apoplexy, 1094 

caufes of, II4l 


PARACENTEs!IS in afcites, when to be attempted, 1717 


in hydrothorax, when pions, 1908 
PARAPHRENITIS, "343 
Paroxysm of intermittent fevers, the recur- 

rence, how to be prevented, — 229 
PrempPHicus, | : eagle 
‘PericaRDITIS, st” ; SUBS S 
PERIPNEUMONIA NOTHA; | AM 976 

| _ fymptoms of, | 379 

pathology of; 380. 

the cure of, } 381, 382 

fome of the ela diikie ae 350 
PERIPNEUMONY, ; 342 
PERITONITIS, RL Sicha: , 384° 
PERUVIAN BARK, nota fpecific, (213 

its tonic power, 214 

when proper in fever, 215 


how moft effectually employed, 216 


-% , e 
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ne ee > é @ 8 4 ° ° 
PERUVIAN BARK, the adminiftration of, in in- 
termittent fevers ci 232 


the tonic chiefly employed in inter- 


a i mittent féversy i. ¢ “he aoe 
PErecHia, ira 734 
PHLEGMASIZ, ! 235 
PHLEGMON, | 274 
PHRENLTIB} Es 60 iy 291 _ 
the ae ia: of, : | ee 
the remote caufes of, 204 
~ the cure of, ’ 295—299 
PHtRENsyY. See Phrenitis... ey 
Puysic, the practice of, how taught, a 
the theoty of, how to be employed, 4 
Puysconra, ) | he Sooeva ag. 1718 


Parursts PULMONALIS, the general character of, fe Sieve 


4 


always with an ulceration of the lungs, 85%. : 
the pus coughed up, in how diftin- 


guifhed ftom mucus, 856 

.. , accompanied with hectic fever, 85F 

the various caufes of it, Weel a 863 
from hemoptyfis, sain . 864—865 | 
from pneumonia, — 866—869 

from catarrh, yore 870873 
from afthma,. 875 


876—882 — 
ae : Seam  PHTHIE 


“ , : 


from tubercles, — 


446 ok oO; woe: 

PHTHIsts PUL MONALIS, from calcareous matter ox 
in the lungs, un 884 

if contagious, aed 886 

from tubercles, fymptoms of, 889 

its different duration, ae 896 

the prognofis in, | 897 

the cure of, one 899-924 

the treatment of, when arifing from 

tubercles, | | 906—921 

, the palliation of fymptoms, — 922—924 
PracueE, ne | : 
the general character af, ay 665 
phenomena Off 4% Ys ~ 665. 

principal fymptoms of, : | 667 

proximate caufe of, _ Wa tee gs 

prevention of, ie ks - 670-—685 

cure of, 686—605 

PLEURIsy; | | 343 


PLEUROSTHOTONOS. See Tefanus. 


PNEUMONIA, Or PREUMONIC INFLAMMATION, 334 __ 


general fymptoms of,  335—339 
feat of, ping un 340—344 
prognofis of, as - - 352—360 
cure of, of 2 As 36 
the management of blood-letting in: 

the cure of, 3 362—367 
the ufe of purgatives iny 3 379 


PNEU- 


BW Te oT oa An? 


Puev mont, the ufe of emetics in, 371 
the ufe of bliftersin, 9 372 
the means of promoting expectora- 
tion in, 373° 
the ufe of fweating in, | hr Be 
the ufe of opiates in, t i ong 

PouysaRcia, when a difeafe, ist. 1621 
cure : of, Sh 1623-25. 

PROFLUVIA, 7. ee 

| chara@ter of the clafs, 1045 
7 PULSE , the ftate of the during the paroxyfm of an 
intermittent fever, : | 12. 
RUBGIN G, its ufe in continued fovese, gate See 
intermittent fevers; “2345 
Pus, how produced, — ‘ : 250 
BOE BSSCUNCR of the fluids in fever ig fymp- 
toms of, _ aso Los 
the tendency to in fever, how to be | 
corrected, | — 222——226 
PyLorvus SCIRRHOUS._ See Dy/pepfia. wits 
Prnexis, 2 | 6 
: character of the clafs, | 6 
ae orders of the clafs, i a a 
“PrRosis, Yee citi co hoe 
rm fymptoms of | 1431 
. proximate caufe of, 9 “ct (239 
remote caufes of, : 1432 


Hh 3 Pra 
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Pukosrs;) cure of; ot spies di (eh a OM page 
| Suecica of Sauvages, pst. “1428 


Quinsy. See Cynanche. 


Racuitis, A 9S 22 “1719 
¥ its origin, a 1720 
remote caufes of, | no T72I—=23 
phenomena ae oe) 1724 

proximate caufe of, baie rnc 2528 

cure of, OC 2 eda 142036 
REACTION of the fyftem Se aaciau bie i 59 
ug violent i in fever, fymptoms sai oy 103. 
violence of, how moderated, “2! 9% 

REFRi GERANTS, the ufe of them in fever, Wee aga 


RE MEDIES, table of thofe employed it in continued 
fevers, , a8 at aoe 227 

REMISSION of fever, Dh c>: Jat aet be tn ta 26 

REsoL UTION of inflammation, how produced, 249 


ResrrraTion, the changes of, during the Bae 


roxy{m of an. intermittent, aa apt te 
RevotuTion, diurnal, in the human bodys” » Sipiek 
Ruz uMATIsM, acute or chronic, uy 433 
Acute, the remote caufes OL, ee arn. 436 
the pionintate caule of,” 455—460 
. ie Rueu- 


1 


EE a 
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RuEUMATISM, acute, the fymptoms of, 439—447 


cure of, “4 AOI —470 
Chronic, {ymptoms PY See : 450 
how diftinguifhed from the acute, 451 
proximate caufe of, Mey 
cure of, hs ay 473—476 


how diftinguifhed from gout, © 526 
Aicxets. See Rachitis. | : : 

| Rose. See Erythema. 
RUBEFACIENTS, the effets of them. 


ca 


SCARLET FEVER, —— baa 6st 
the fymptoms of, — 656 
different from cynanche maligna, 65 I—O655 
the cure of, © 6 54—664, 
ScROPHULA, be glee 1738 
the phenomena of, ‘ 1 738—1749 

_ proximate caufe of, | : 17 50 
not contagious, | , 1751 
not arifing from the lues venerea, 1752 
the cure of, wa : 1753-59 
mefenteritay = - £ | / 1606 
ScURVYs ee 1789 
remote caufes of, (1792-02 
ence of CS - -4804—1809 
proximate caufe of, | 181 I—14 


Hha4 | SIN A+ 
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SINAPIsMS, the effects of them, Seige ety 
' SKIN, affections of. See Impetigines. . | 
SMALL-Pox, general character of, 587 
fymptoms of the diftinG kind, 589 


_ of the confluent kind,s90—s93 
general differences between diftin® 


and confluent, — | \ 594 

caufes of thefe differences, - 595—6o0 

aa prognofis i in, | ' . 593 
cure of, + $91—-630 
inoculation of, 602 


the feveral praétices of 
which it confifts, 603 

the importance of the fe- 

: veral praCtices belong- ~ 


ing to, — 604—615 
management of {mall-pox received by 
infection, _ | 6 16—630 | 
BODA, | 1427 


Spasm,internal, means of removing in fevers,152—187 | 


the proximate caufe of inflamma- 


. tion, iy § . 243—248 
Srasmopic affeCtions without fever, » : 1251 
of the animal functions, ’ 1254 

of the vital funGions, 1355 

of the natural functions, 1427 
DPHACELUS, a 2 255 


SPLE- 


\ a N 2 De) Be 3S | 481 


SvLENITIS, Bit Do Bon th 3* MEAS A 
STIMULANTS, when to be employed imfevers, 217 
their ufe in intermittent fevers,” - ~- 230 
Stomach, its confent with the vefleéls on the fur- 
face of the boay, ys Ag 
Baseteevi da, ‘arguments for their ufesin fe- 
BELG, oy capret Aydt 163—167 
 againft their ufe in fevers, | 164 
SUPPURATION of inflamed parts, the caufesof, 251 
| the marks of a tendency to, | 251 
formed, the marks of, es 
goa riien of the body, its confent with the fto- 
: ‘mach, , A4 
SweELuinGs, general. See Zntume/centie. 
adipofe, 3 re 1621 
apo) flatulent,<?" 1626 


| _» watery. See Dropfies,  ° ~ 
SwEATING, when hurtful in continued fevers, 165 


rules for the conduct. we mn continued 


oe Bj -—at 7 08 FEE ORS | 168 
| site the ufe of in intermittent fevers, 230 
DYNGOPE, | (Vols 1171 

3 phenomena of, Wes tos 

remote. caufes of, 1174-1178 
predifpofition to, mets 1184 

cure of, — ety 1189 


| SyN- 


ye Bee eS, Ee: 


Syncope, diftinguifhed from apoplexy, § ——-- 1eg4 
Synocua. See Fever. 


Synocuus. See Fever. 


SYPHILIS, ' 1768 
| originally from America, re 1761 
how propagated, ae Se yc 

and gonorrhoea, how diftinguifhed, 1764 

cure of, AES hagas 1783—88 

Dases a hydrope, ; em pit ha 1609 
-Afanguifluxu, | | Tbe HE 1608 
dorfalis, . - ¥610 
glandularis, . 1606 
mefenterica, Tah ing: 1606 

* nutricum, | . 1608 
rachialgia, ae 1606 
{crophulofa, pie “1606 
TARTAR EMETIC, its ufe in fevers, pias. 
TETANUS, | 6 i 1257 
remote caufes of, : Ws 1268 

cure of, 0 Lie’ me 


piffileum Barbadenfe, or Barbadoes tarin, 1286 
LATERALIS, | i 7268 
Tonic medicines employed in continued fevers, 211 
Ee ; intermittent fevers, 231 
ToorHacu, how far different from rheuma- 
tifm, . 477—480 
fymptoms of, 478 
ca ae Tootue —— 
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“Pooriacn, predifpofition Sg ri Gis ) 481° 
remote caufesof, © 9° 8 7) 481—482 . 

proximate caufe of, — yin 433° 

ms seareatrer of, vet a A85—4gk 


Prismus. See Tetanus. 


4 


NASCENTIUM, | fo @2hs 


Tussis. See Catarrh. 


TYMPpANITES, the character of, es ite tOe Tr 
segs the different {pecies of, _« & 1628--30° 
; inteftinalis, iy Ts wy eda 1628 

enterophyfodes, © hindatea iayly' 7628 
abdominalis, a ea Zhi iit 1628 

afciticus, | 1628 
phenomena OF OM 1632 

proximate caufeof, -—-«,-:-+¥635——36 

‘ cure of, : er 1637—44 
Typuus. See Fever. , ie 
cae ) the {pecies of, : 79 


: Varouns, or low fpirits.. See Hypochondriafis. 


VENEREAL DISEASE. See Syphilis. 


VENERY, excels in, a remote caufe of fever, 97 
VESANIZ, : ge ora hs 

3 in general, org ASR 
Vis MEDICATRIX NATURE, a 38 


St Vitus’s DANCE. See Chorea. 
Vourrine OF BLOOD. See Hamateme/fis. am 


effects of, in continued fevers,” 172,-173 
paeitt VomITx 


ite. 6 EEL a 6 Ee 


Vomrrine, the ufe of in intermitting fevers, 230-3-4 


VomiTinc OF BLOOD. See Hamatemefis. 


Urine, bloody. See Hamaturia, " 
URTICARIA, 
the hiftory and treatment of, 


| w. 
Warzr-srasn. See Pyrofis. | 
Wu1tes. See Leucorrhea. - 


WARM BATHING, the effects of, in fever, 


the adminiftration of in fevers, 
the marks of the good effects, 


Wine the moft proper ftimulant in fevers, 


_its convenient ufe in fevers, 


- when hurtful or ufeful in fevers, 
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"Jn the Prefs, 4 | s 
And before the Meeting of the Mepicat CuAsses for next Winter; 
quill be publifhed yy Cuarzes Erzior, Edinburgh, 
I. Tar NEW DISPENSATORY,, on the plan of the late 


Dr Lewis; including the numerous Difcoveries and Ime 
provements fince his time. By a Gentleman of the Fa- 
dicpleg he 3+ hi OTe {Reisner aero 
~The Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia has beén twice materially reformed. 
Several new medicines have been thought worthy of a place in the 
Materia Medica; others have been expunged; and the operations of 
many medicines on the human ‘body, are now explained in a very 
different manner. ‘Thefe confiderations render it very defirable, that 
* “fo ufeful a Work fMiould be improved to the utmof.» yy, 
This work will alfo have feveral ufeful Tables, and a Set of Extempo- 
raneous Prefcriptions ufed by the moft eminent Praétitioners in Edin- 
burgh and London. {t will be comprifed in one very large Volume 
odtavo, about 7s. bound, and publithed as foon as poffible. 


IL. Lectures on CHEMISTRY and Natura HisTory, 


Tranflated from the Frexcu of M. Fourcroy, M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine at Paris. 


Exhibiting a methodical view of the whole Chemical Knowledge acqui- 
red to the prefent time; with a comparifon between the dodtrines of 
Stahl and thofe of fome Modern Chemifts. The whole intended to 
ferve as an abftract of a complete courfe of Le&ures on both Scien- 

ces, ef/pecially Chemifiry; with many additions, notes, and illuftra- 
tions, by the Tranflator. In vols octavo. 


II. THESAURUS MEDICUS, Vol. II. and IV. from 1758 to1785, 
felected and approved of by the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. 
In addition to the feleGion of the Royal Medical Society, the pub- 
lifher intends to add a few of the June and September graduations 
1784, in order to bring it down to the lateft period. /sde the par- 
ticular Lift of Thefes for thefe Volumes at the end. 


IV. Dr Duncan’s MEDICAL CASES, Vol. I. from 1778 to 1784, 8vo. 
V. Mr Bexu’s SYSTEM or SURGERY, Volume Third. 


Of C. Extiot may be had, juft publifhed, 


Ts A SYSTEM or SURGERY. By Benjamin Bell, Member of 
A the Royal College of Surgeons, one of the Surgeons to the 
Royal Infirmary, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
Illuftrated with Copperplates. Vol. I. and Il. 8vo. 6s. each boards. 
This work, when completed, with a former volume on Ulcers, &c. 
by the feme Author, will comprehend a full fyftem of Modern Sur- 
gery. ‘The whole to be contained in other two or three vols 8vo. 

- Vol. ITI. will be publifhed as foon as poffible. 

g. A TREATISE on the THEoRy and ManacementT of ULcERs; 
with a Differtation on White Swellings of the Joints. To which is 
prefixed, An Effay on the Chirurgical Treatment of Inflammatiog 
and its Confequences. By the fame Author. A new edition, being 
the third, confiderably improved and enlarged. 63. in boards. : : 

¢ ‘3. OUT< 


Books publifbed by C. Exufor, Edinburgh: ' 

38 OUTLINES of the Theory and Pradice of MipwiFéry, by Alaye 
ander Hamilton, M.D. F.R.S. Edin. Profeffor of Midwifery in 
the Univerfity, and Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Fdin- 
burgh. Price 6s. bound; or, with Dr Smellie’s 40 Tables and Ex- 
planations, rts. boards, and 12s. bound. MET te nie ee 

4. A System of ANATomy, from Monro, Winflow, Innes, and the 

. fateft authors:—Arranged,.as ee the nature of the work would 


admit, in the order of the Lectures delivered by the Profeffor of Ana- 


tomy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh.—In Two Volumes Oétayo, il- 
““Iuftrated with 16 Copperplates. ‘Price 13s. boards: he! 
This Syftem will be found very ufeful to thé:young as well as the ad- 
vanced Students ‘of Anatomy, as it comprehends the whole of Dr 
Monro on the Bones; Innes dn the Mufcles, his Explanations of the 
Skeleton and Mutcles, and his Eight Anatomical Tables ; as alfo Dr 
Winflow and the lateft authors on the other parts of the body, with, 
many alterations, corrections, and additions by the Editor, fo as to 
form a complete SYSTEM of ANATOMY, in a very. commodious 
fize, and at a very moderate price-—In addition to Mr Innes’s Tables 
are given, two views of the vifcera, two views (a fore and back) of the 
veins and arteries; two plates of five figures of the lymphatic veffels,'an 
_ two views (a fore and back) of the nerves, all accurately engraved. _ 
5. The Works of ALEXANDER Monro, M. D. F.R.S. Fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians, and late Profeffor 6f Medicine and Ana- 
tomy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. Publifhed by his Son AuEx- 
ANDER Monro, M.D. Prefident. of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians, Profeffor of Medicine; Anatomy, and Surgery, in the Univer- 
fity of Edinburgh. Too which is prefixed, the Lire of the AUTHOR. 


_ In one very large volume in quarto, elegantly pritited upon a royal 


paper, and ornamented with a capital Engraving of the Author by ~ 


Mr Bafire, from a painting by Allan Ramfay, Efq; befides feveral 
Copperplates illuftrative of the fubjects. Price rl. 5s. in boards.— 
The fine Engraving of the Doétor, by itfelf, at 5s. for proof-im- 
preffions. The fimple engraving coftgo guineas. | phe a9) 
6. A TREATISE on COMPARATIVE ANATOMY, by Alexander Monro, 
M.D. FL R-.S. &c. &c. Publifhed by his Son, Alexander, Monro 
junior, M.D. A new Edition, with confiderable Improvements and 
Additions by other hands, r2mo. Price 28. in boards. © Wh 
g. The AnaTomy of the Human Bones, Nerves, and Lactsar 
Sac and Duct; by Alexander Monro, M.D. F.R.S. &c. &c. To 
which is added, his Treatife of ComparaTivE ANATOMY, as pub- 
lifhed by his Son: A new Edition, corrected and enlarged, in r2mo. 
Price 4s. in boards. ‘ an? Oo et oe 
8. Synopsis Nosorocim Mertuopica#, exhibens clarif. virorum 
Sauvagefit, Linnzi, Vogelii, et Sagari, fyftemata nofologica. Edidit, 
fuumque proprium fyftema nofologicum adjecit, Gulielmus.Cullen, 
Med. D. et in Acad. Edinb.* Med. Pract. Prof. &c. &cs &c. 2 vols 
8vo. 3d edit. Price 12s. bound. a Ee ee Re 
‘g. A fine’ Mezzotinto Engraving of Dr Wittiam CULLEN, by Val. 
Green, from 2 painting of W. Cochrane, Efq; done at the experice 
of the Royal Medical Society, fir imprefians 6s. common ones 35. ., 
x6. Dr CuLLEN on the Recovery of Perfons Drowned and feemingly 
Dead, in a Letter to Lord Cathcart, a new edition, price 1s. ie 
yz. SwiETEN’s (Baron Van) CommMENTARiES upon Boerhaaye’s A- 
phorifms concerning the Knowledge and Cure ot Difeafes, a correct 
edition, dedicated to Dr Cullen, r8 vols r2tho, royal paper, neatly 
bound in calf, 31. 33. wish: ; 


1. Have 


i 


Books publifhed by C. Exot, Edinburgh: 


. gas HaLier’s Fir Lines of Phyfiology, tranflated from the corre& 
Latin edition printed under the infpection of Willian Cullen, M.D. 
To which is added, a tranflation of the laborious Index compofed for 
that edition, 7s. bound. ' 

53. INNES’s eight Anatomical Tazies of the Human Body, contain- 
ing the principal parts of the Skeleton and Muicles reprefented in the 
large Tables of Albinus; to which are added, Concife Explanations. 

_ New edition, with an Account of the Author. Neatly half-bound, 
quarto, price 6s. 6d.. bs 

a4. InNnES’s fhort defcription of the Human Muscvts, chiefly as they 
appear on difleGtion, together with their feveral ufes, and the fyno- 
nyma of the beft authors; a new edition, greatly improved by Alex. 

_ Monro, M. D.-as. 6d. in boards. ee 

gs. A TREATISE on the Theory and Pradice of Mipwirery ; by Ww. 
Smellie, M.D. ‘To which is now. added, his Set of Anatomical 
Tables, exhibiting the various ¢afes that occur in practice ; accurately 
reduced and engraved by A. Bell, on 40 copperplates, (including an 
additional plate of inftruments, by the late Dr Thomas Young), with 
Explanations. A new edition, on fine paper, in 3 vols ramo. Price 
tos. 6d. in boards, or 12s. bound. sik . 

a6. Dr SmE.Ltt1e’s fet of Anatomical TABiEs, and an Abridgment of 
the Pra@tice of Midwifery, with a view to illuftrate his Treatife on 
pet fubject and-Colle@tion of Cafes, 8vo fize 6s. 12mo fize 5s. in 
oards. 
17. THESAURUS LEDICUS, five difputationum in academiaEdinenfi ad 
rem Medicam pertinentium, a collegio inftituto ad hoc ufque tempus, 
‘dele&tus, 2 vols 8vo. Vol. I. or Il. or any of the fubfequent ones, 
may be had feparately. The whole is executed by the approbation of 
the prefent profeffors of the different branches of the, healing art. 
Vol. II. brings this colle@tion down to the year 1758, and is enriched 
with Dr A. Monro junior’s celebrated thefis De tefiibus et de femine 
in. variis animalibus, who obligingly furnifhed the publifher with the 
“accurate original engravings for illuftrating this fubject, 12s. boards. 
A third and fourth volume are in the prefs, feleted and approved of - 
by the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, which brings it down to 
4785, and completes the work. rhe 


48. De morbis cceli mutatione medendis, auctore Jacobo Gregory, 
M. D. Med. Theoret. in Acad. Edin. Prof. &c. &c. &c. Edit. altera, 
“auct. et emendat. 8vo, 2s. fewed. : 
49. ALBINUS’s TaBLEs of the Skeleton and Mufcles of the Human 
- Body, with Explanations, engraved by Andrew Bell. Neatly half- 
bound 11. 138. or in boards 1]. 118. 6d. in folio. bo 
a0. Differtatio de Natura et Ufu La¢tis in diverfis Animalibus, auctore 
Thoma Young, M.D. in Academia Edinenfi Artis Obftetrice Prof. 
By ORS ee a ae ee . : 
21. Monro’s Account of the Inoculation of the Small-pox in Scotland, 
~ ~8vo, 1s. fewed. ee . 
dx. CeLsus de Medicina, cur. A. Morris, cum Indice, 8vo, 5s. bound. 
23. Dr DuNcAn’s Medical Casts, felected from the records of the 
Public Difpenfary at Edinburgh, with practical Remarks and Obfer- 
vations ; new edition corrected, 5s. boards. 
24. —— Elements of THERAPEUTICS, or firft principles of 
the Practice of Phyfic, z vols, 6s. bound. The fame, one vol. 8vo, 3s. 
in boards. oe 


: — Heads of Lectures on the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, new edition corrected and enlarged, with the Pathology, 


aye A 


45 


zamo, 3s. 6d. boards. ‘ 


— Books publifhed By C. Exxior, ‘Edinburgh. 
a6. A Treatife upon the extraction of the Cryftalline Lens. By Geos 
Borthwick, Surgeon tothe rath Regiment of Dragoons, 8vo, 6d. fewed. 
27. The Univerfal SHorT HANp, being an Improvement on Mr By- 
rom’s plan; in which are {pecimens from Dr Cullen and Monro’s lec- 
tures, &c. &c. To which is alfo fabjoined, A new fcheme of Short- 
hand Writing, being an improvement of Mr Palmer’s; by which any 
perfon, without the affiftance of a mafter, will be able in a fhort time 
to follow any public fpeaker. A great many copperplates, &c. : Price 
only 6s. in boards. This is the cheapeft book on the fubject ever pub- 
lithed.—Byrom and Palmer fold together, formerly, at 1. 11s. 6d. 
28. Lrnp on the Putrid and Remitting MarsH-Fever which raged at 
Bengali in the year 1762, being a Tranflation of his Thefis, 8vo, 1s. 
29. MEap’s whole Medical Works, complete in one volume 8vo, with 
plates, 6s. bound. 


A LIST of THESES feleted by the Committee appointed 
by the Royal Medical Society, for forming a Third and 
Fourth Volume of the THesaurus Mepicvus, and ap- 
proved of by the Society as the moft proper for republica= 
tion of all which have been eacqanies in Edinburgh fince 
the year 1759. 


1764. De cinchona officinali. 1975. ‘De irritabil. vaforum. 


Pultney. 
1766. De vermibus jniaeoher 
rum. Palmer. 
De rachitide. Naooth. 
1767. De a. mufcul. Smith. 
1768. De febre remittente in 
Bengalia, 1762. Lind. 
1770. De febribus arcendis, 
&c. Monro Drummond. 
- De elementartis mufic. 
fenfationibus. . Odier. 
1771. De cynanche ftridula. 
Crawford. 
Deperfpirationcinfen- 
fbili  Mamilton. 
1772. Decyflir thea. Parn- 
han. 
——— Devino. Wainman. 
1774. De morbis cceli mutat. 
‘ medendis. Gregory. 
1775. we adahs yah Lilie. 


Dennifon. 


| De concoétione cibo- 
rum. Stephens. 

1778. De foetus humani nu- 
trimento. vans. 

—— Deattraét.chem. Keir. 


.—. De nutritione. Wade: 


1779. Deigne. Cleghorn. 


—— De hydrocephalo ins © 


terno. Duin. 
1780. Deconfuet. H. udtins. 
—— Defrigore. 4. Cullen. 
—— De cerebro. Nibell. 


1781. Devafis abforbentibus. 


Winterbottom. 
1782. De fyncope. Hare. 
—~— Deaeriseffe&t. DeButts: 
1783. Detetano. Monro. 


-—— Decontagione. Owene . 


Signed by the C committee : 


EDINBURGH, 
jan. 779g. 


SAMUEL FERRIS, 
STEPHEN Dickson, 
‘Tuomas RYAN, 
Ricuarp Lussocg; 


Rosert Coop ERs 


Dehom.variet. Hunters — 


: 1777: De phyfiol. plant. Beil. 
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